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No matter what is going on in our world, whatever the news, 
we can be confident that God is building His Kingdom. He is 
growing His Church, and He is drawing people to Himself! 
And at Wheaton Bible Church, we have the great privilege  
of witnessing what He is doing up close and personal.

On an almost daily basis, we have the opportunity to see how 
people’s lives change as they come to understand the Gospel for  
the first time. And we get to watch the transformation as those  
who are already Christ followers grow to more fully understand  
and experience the reality that, in Christ, we are people who are 
forgiven and washed clean. 

Praise God that in Christ—and only in Christ—we become  
something different. We become people transformed. In Christ, 
fearful people become courageous. Hurting people become whole. 
Unrighteous people become righteous. Angry people become gentle. 
Dysfunctional families become healthy. And the miracles continue. 
And the more we center on God’s grace, the more we change! 

May God give us hearts so full of His grace that we can’t wait to 
tell others the Good News that has changed us—and continues to 
change us. May we more and more rest our confidence not in our 
own abilities or efforts but on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ 
and what He did for us when He came, lived among us, died on the 
Cross to win our forgiveness, rose in victory, ascended to the Fa-
ther’s right hand, and now reigns forever and ever and ever.

In awe of His amazing love,

Rob Bugh,  
Senior Pastor



ABOUT THIs IssUE . . .
The inspiration for the cover design for this issue  
of LIFE at Wheaton Bible Church comes from Jim Bollow, 
whose story we share on pages 8 and 9. In his testimony,  
Jim points to the truth of this verse, 2 corinthians 5:17, as  
he shares what God has done in his life. as you read Jim’s 
story and others, celebrate with us the opportunity we  
have to see the power of the Gospel at work in these lives  
and in others around us. we thank graphic  
designer Leslie Zander for her artistic  
interpretation of this powerful verse! 

u Find LIFE online at  
www.lifeatwheatonbiblechurch.com
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We exist to … 
love God, grow together,  
                            and reach the world.

The mission of wheaton Bible church is to love God,  
grow together, and reach the world. we believe that  
God has called the whole church—young or old, single  
or married, new or long-time believers—to a lifelong 
 journey of becoming and making disciples of Jesus  
christ. our mission captures, in simple phrases, what  
Jesus expressed in the Great commandment and the  
Great commission. Jesus loved God, loved others, and 
shared this Good News with all who would listen. we  
want to do what he commanded and live the way he lived.

our mission is represented visually using three interlocking 
circular shapes. each element is unique, yet it cannot be 

separated from the other two. The arrows suggest continual movement. Loving God  
keeps our eyes focused on the author and Sustainer of our faith and flourishes best 
among a loving community of believers. Growing together is an ongoing process that 
is born from our love for God and must flow out into reaching the world. Reaching the 
world is a journey fueled by the desire to see all people come to know and love God.

our mission provides focus and direction. everything we do as a church begins 
with it. our annual plans, ministries, worship services, and communication  
are all evaluated against it. 
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Many people come to wheaton Bible church via a right turn off North avenue.  
 others make their way south along Morton road. But for donalyn Bruzzini’s  

family, the path to wBc on their first visit was a direct route from the coyote  
crossing mini-golf course in the park next door! 

at their daughter Lindsay’s request, the family had headed out for a round of mini-golf.  
as they played, donalyn noticed how close they were to the church they’d heard about  
from a neighbor—and decided right then and there to check it out. 

donalyn had been eager to find a church ever since she spent time with an aunt 
and uncle in Tucson last June. She had gone there to help care for her ailing 
grandfather, planning to give her relatives who had been caring for him a break. 

During that brief visit, there were some interesting conversations 
between Donalyn and her uncle as he brought up spiritual things. 
“he was testing the waters with me,” donalyn says, “and I would say, ‘I’d love to hear  
about that.’ and we’d talk, and then he’d say, ‘Someday we’ll have to talk more.’ But  
even in that short time, my aunt and uncle explained so many things that I had  
never known about God and the Bible.”

donalyn was, she says, “raised catholic. But we didn’t practice it much.” her church  
attendance was more consistent after she married, and her two children were  
baptized as infants and taken to church regularly. 

“I believed in God,” she says, “but I didn’t really understand much.  
I didn’t know anything about the Bible. I was pretty much clueless.” 
The conversations touched on many different subjects. as an example, donalyn recalls,  
“I thought that everyone went to heaven. But my uncle explained that you will only go  
to heaven if you believe that Jesus christ died on the cross for your sins. 

“I’ve always heard that, but the depth of it never reached me. and when it did, my first  
reaction was to think about my father, who had passed away six and a half years earlier.  
I started crying, hoping that my dad was saved and had gone to heaven when he died.  
It really made me wake up.

“after that trip to Tucson,” she said, “I was really concerned about my family and making 
sure that they were saved. I started telling my kids and my husband what I was learning. 

“when I got home, I shared everything with my daughter, a high school senior, and she  
didn’t know any of it either. I told my husband, too, and my son before he went off to 
college,” donalyn says. “I think my excitement and what they saw in me was really 
intriguing to them, and they wanted to know more.”

Soon, Donalyn joyfully reports, Lyndsay, too, came to Jesus. 

Bruce, donalyn and Lindsay Bruzzini 
revisiting coyote crossing

Lyndsay, with community Life Pastor  
Ted coniaris, just before her baptism

donalyn shares her story at the  
September 8 all–church Baptism  

celebration

A Unique Path From Coyote Crossing to Wheaton Bible Church
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I went to church as a child but 
stayed away in my early twenties 

after having a son out of wedlock and 
placing him for adoption. I married 
and had two beautiful children, but 
in our early thirties we struggled 
significantly in our marriage. 

at that time, our neighbors—Stephanie 
and John Myers—who were believers, 
began to faithfully take our daughter 
Meghan to church with them on Sunday. 

One day in our backyard, 
Stephanie asked me if I  
knew the Lord. 
over the next years God tugged  
on my heart. My daughter, who 
had started to come to the junior 
high youth group here at that time, 
invited me to come with her to 
wheaton Bible church, and I did. 

one Sunday, as I heard Pastor Bugh’s 
laundry-room story, the message 
really got through to me.* 

as he spoke, tears ran down my face. I 
was humbled by my exhaustion, tired 
of being afraid of all that was going on 
in my life. That day I realized I couldn’t 
do it alone. only Jesus could. That 
was the day I gave my life to Jesus.

That wasn’t the end of my struggles.  
But in spite of failed marriage counsel-
ing, a separation, and the unexpected 
death of my mom, Jesus taught me 
a lot over the difficult months that 
followed. Most important, he taught 
me that I was never really alone. 

My hope is in the Lord. 
with the help of dr. chris Mazzarella, a 
christian counselor who attends wBc, 
and pastors here at the church, I have 
learned that God’s grace is sufficient.  
I have experienced the truth of 2 
corinthians 12:9, which tells me that  
His strength is made perfect in  
my weakness. 

I am eager to see what God has  
in store for me next! n

Maryann Liddy

About the Author: Maryann, mother 
of Meghan and robert, attends the tuesday 
evening Place4You women’s Bible study and 
is a member of the Genesis Adult Community. 
Maryann was baptized during the All-Church 
Baptism on September 8, 2012, and gave this 
story that night.

*See Pastor rob’s book, When the Bottom 
Drops Out, or the Fall 2011 issue of LIFE  
at Wheaton Bible Church.

Email BiBlE Study
as a follow up to their conversations 
in Tucson, donalyn’s uncle had started 
sending her Scripture verses to read, 
and he began teaching her using email. 
“he had me reading every day, all 
summer long! we started in Genesis, 
and then went to Luke—and that’s  
where I am now, where Jesus is on  
the mountain telling everybody  
exactly who he is.” 

donalyn also passed those emails  
along to her family.

“I was really learning,” she adds, 
“but even with the emails from  
my uncle, I was thinking to myself, 
I have to find a church where I really 
can get what I need. Then when my 
daughter got us over to coyote 
crossing for mini-golf, we saw  

the church over here, and I said, ‘Let’s  
take a walk over.’”

They hiked up the hill and walked in 
the door, looking for a brochure about 
the services and what the church is 
all about, she recalls. The helpers at 
the welcome desk told them about 
service times and answered their 
other questions about the church.

donalyn’s next step was to email her  
uncle. “I said, ‘I found this church. It’s  
called wheaton Bible church.’ So he  
went on the website, and he emailed  
me back: ‘That’s a good place to be;  
that is everything you could ever  
want in a church.’”

The next Sunday, donalyn and Lyndsay 
decided to come to a service. “we loved 
everything about it!” she added. Soon, 
her husband, Bruce, was coming too. 

It was just two weeks later, as Pastor 
Chris McElwee was teaching about 
baptism, that Donalyn and her daughter 
decided to take another step of faith and 
be baptized. “My daughter and I looked 
at each other,” she remembers, “and 
said, ‘Why wouldn’t we?’” 

Both donalyn and Lyndsay were 
baptized on Saturday, September 8,  
at the all-church Baptism celebration. 
This fall, donalyn attended alpha for 
women and continues to be an eager 
learner. Lyndsay has joined a Student 
Ministry core Group of senior girls. n

an addEd notE to 
donalyn’S Story: 

donalyn’s grandpa in Tucson—just  
a week before he died—put his  
trust in Jesus christ! 

“Before, he never wanted to talk 
about Jesus or the Bible or God or 
anything like that,” donalyn says, 
“but a week before he passed away, 
my uncle was reading him Scriptures, 
and finally he said, ‘I believe. I know  
it.’ and they reconfirmed it with him  
several times. we are so happy that  
Grandpa is in heaven!” 

donalyn held a memorial service 
for her grandfather at her home 
in Bartlett, for family members 
in this area who couldn’t go to 
the funeral in arizona. among 
the Scripture verses she read 
that day was romans 10:9–10:

If you confess with your mouth, 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 
For it is by believing in your heart 
that you are made right with God, 
and it is by confessing with your 
mouth that you are saved. nlt

Photo by Jon Langham

BY MAryAnn LIddymy 
story
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We live in enemy-occupied  
territory. Jesus, the rightful 

King, has landed, and He  
has asked us to join Him in a 
great campaign of sabotage.

Jason shares 
his testimony 

at the Baptism 
celebration.

I was very blessed and fortunate to have 
been born into a christian family. we went 

to church every Sunday, and as far back as I can 
remember, I had a belief in God. But it didn’t 
become real or personal to me until around age 
twelve. That’s when I started to read the Bible 
on my own before going to bed. The words 
penetrated my heart because I knew I would be 
held accountable for my sin. So I prayed to be 
on Jesus’ side, and my faith and confidence—
initially fairly weak and timid—began to grow. 

as I went through high school, I felt as if I had 
to just ignore some of what was being said 
at school and elsewhere—that christianity is 
outdated and totally irrational. But during my 
college years at Taylor University (a christian 
college), I had the opportunity to read books 
by c. S. Lewis, ravi Zacharias, and many other 
writers, who helped me understand that “all 
truth is God’s truth” and that the world we  
live in—its history and science, and even  
human nature—all point to the existence  
of the God of the Bible. 

My love for Jesus grows more every day as I 
try to comprehend the magnitude of his grace 
and how I contributed absolutely nothing to 
my salvation. It was 100 percent Jesus’ work.

when I was a kid, I was a huge sports fanatic.  
I loved the Pittsburgh Steelers and the Univer-
sity of Louisville basketball team, and I dreamed 

that I would someday play for those teams 
and win a lot of championships. I thought 
that would make my life really significant. 

As an adult I still sometimes get wrapped up  
in finding my significance in temporary things, 
like my job. But the truth is that only Jesus can 
give me the significance my heart longs for. 

Now I’m part of something that’s really, 
really big. To paraphrase c. S. Lewis, we live 
in enemy-occupied territory. Jesus, the rightful 
King, has landed, and He has asked us to join 
Him in a great campaign of sabotage. 

That is the winning team that gives me  
significance and hope. n

About the Author: Jason and his wife, Nora, are parents 
of three boys, ages five to seven. they became members of 
Wheaton Bible Church earlier this year and serve together in 
Children’s Ministry, on the front Door Ministry team, and as a 
part of the refugee resettlement team. Jason says that becom-
ing friendship partners with an Iraqi family they are helping to 
resettle has been “one of the most unbelievable and amazing 
experiences of our lives.” 

BY JAson MILes
Nora, John, Peter, James, and Jason Miles
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As a young person, I loved God but 
  felt as if I didn’t know him very well. 

our family went to church regularly. I was 
taught to honor God, and I kept trying to 
be good, but I never believed I could ever 
be good enough to deserve God’s love. 

after college I married a man my parents 
didn’t approve of. I continued to attend 
church but often went alone. I was in 
emotional pain and burdened because 
I felt I had disappointed my parents and 
had disappointed God. I finally stopped 
going to church because I felt as though 
I didn’t belong there anymore. I had no 
one to turn to and felt desperately alone.

one day, when my first child was an infant, 
I was trying to put together a flower 
arrangement without success when the 
avon lady came to the door. all the frustra-
tions of my life were overflowing in tears. 
She took time to come in and help me. 

She stayed for a while and told 
me how important I was to God. 
She told me that He loved me and 
wanted a relationship with me. 
I wasn’t sure I believed her, but it was  
good to hear.

we studied the Bible together for more 
than a year. Slowly I began to see that 
what she said was true. one day I finally 
got it that I was important to God and 
that he wanted to forgive me, and I 
accepted christ as my personal Savior.

My transformation as a christian didn’t 
happen immediately. within three 
years, my second son was born. and 
even though I attended Bible-teaching 
churches and was active in Bible study 

and children’s ministry, I wasn’t at peace. 
I was trying to be a good wife and 
mother, but emotionally I was barely 
making it through each day. I felt that 
God had turned his back on me. 

My marriage was in chaos—my life was 
in chaos—and instead of trusting God, I 
relied on myself. I felt that if I tried hard 
enough, I could make my marriage better, 
but eventually my husband and I divorced. 

It has taken many years, but I realize 
now that even though I made some 
terrible decisions, God never left me. he 
has been faithful and has been with me 
all along. I am learning that whatever 
is going on in my life, I can rely on him 
to be with me and see me through. 

as a result of my experiences over 
those years, the words of 2 corinthians 
4:16–17 have a special meaning for me: 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day 
by day. For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all.

I learn more about God’s love and faithful-
ness every day. Life still has challenges, 
but I continue to pray and put my will 
in God’s hands day by day. Today I am 
married to a good christian man. Together 
we’re growing in knowing our Lord more 
intimately and relying on him daily. n

About the Author: Lu currently serves as a member 
of WBC’s front Door Ministry team—you can find her at 
the Welcome Desk on the first and fifth Sunday mornings 
of each month—and as a volunteer with the Monday 
night Caring for Kids support-group ministry. She and her 
husband, Larry, attend the Sojourners Adult Community.

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 
day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving 
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

—2 Corinthians 4:16–17

God never 

left me. He 

has been 

faithful 

and has 

been with 

me all 

along. 

my 
story BY Lu hArtMAn

Photo by Jon Langham

Lu hartman



From amelia murray’s testimony at the September 8  
all-Church Baptism Celebration: 
My name is amelia Murray, and I’m nine years old. 

when I was three-and-a-half, my dad and I were 
watching the JESUS film. after I saw how Jesus lived 
and died to wash away my sins on the cross, I decided 
that I wanted to make Jesus the Lord of my life. I 
asked my dad if I could pray to receive Jesus into 
my heart. we prayed right there on the ottoman. 

Now that I’m a follower of Jesus, I try to 
show God’s love in all my ways. I love to  
have conversations with friends at school  
about what it means to be a Christian.
I’m here tonight to tell the world that Jesus died 
and rose again to save me from my sins. n
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BY AMeLIA MurrAy
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amelia at her baptism

Scott Murray and daughter, 
amelia, sit on the ottoman 

where amelia prayed  
to accept Jesus as her 

Savior and Lord.
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Meet Jim & Linda Bollow
Jim Bollow has been a churchgoer 

for much of his life, but it wasn’t 
until 2011—at the age of 64—that 
the retired fireman acknowledged 
Jesus christ as his Savior and Lord. 

his childhood included regular 
church and Sunday school atten-
dance, and although he wandered 
away from the church as a young 
adult and during his years as a 
Navy man, he later felt “something 
missing” in his life. Linda, Jim’s wife, 
had had less church background 
but a similar spiritual hunger. So 
shortly after their wedding—a 
second marriage for both—they 
began going to church.

They were faithful in their atten-
dance, and heavily involved as 
volunteers there. Jim even served  
on the church’s lay leadership coun-
cil. But to the Bollows, church was 
more of a club where they belonged, 
where they went to be involved 
and to enjoy social activities.

“we look back over those years 
and realize that we never heard 
the Gospel,” Jim said. “I guess if 
you had asked me then if I was 
a christian, I would have told 
you I was. But after we came to 
wheaton Bible church, I realized 
very quickly that wasn’t the case.” 

even after he heard the Gospel  
message, however, Jim was slow  
to respond. 

“I listened to Pastor Bugh over 
and over again,” Jim recounts. “I 
knew that I needed to ask christ 
to be my Lord and Savior, but I still 
had this feeling that I wasn’t good 
enough. I can’t tell you the number 
of times I thought about how it was 
hypocritical to accept christ and 
turn around and go out and sin 
again. So I didn’t do it right away. 

“Then one Sunday, when Luis Palau  
was here—in october 2011—I 
accepted christ. I checked the box 
on the card in the bulletin that said, 
‘Today, I’ve decided to become a 
follower of christ.’ Then we went 
down and prayed with one of the 
ladies on the prayer team, and my 
life really started to change.”

To Linda, the change in Jim 
was clear—even though she 
had assumed all along that he 
shared her faith in Christ.
Linda had become a believer in 
her late thirties. at that time, even 
though she was head-over-heels 
in love and happily married to 

Jim—then a young wheaton 
fireman—she had been feeling that 
something was missing in her life. 
drawn to read the Bible but not 
understanding what she was trying 
to read, she came across a simple 
Gospel message in a little book 
she had been given years before. 

“as I read, I was thinking, This is 
what I’ve been waiting for. What I’ve 
been looking for is Jesus. That night 
I asked Jesus to take over my life. 
It was like everything just fit.”

Fast-forward to 2011 and the 
Sunday morning when, Jim 
says, he was “made new”  
in Christ. To Linda, the “new” 
Jim is complete.
“he’s more of a whole person, not 
searching in all these different direc-
tions, trying to find whatever it was 
he was looking for,” she says. “he’s 
always been a very kind and caring 
person, but much more so now. 
Now he’s also very compassionate.”

“I can’t even tell you how good I 
feel about the decision I made and 
how my life has changed. God has 
been very good to me,” Jim added. 
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A lthough I went to church and was  
  baptized as a kid, I never fully 

understood the importance of having 
Jesus in my life. after high school, I 
stopped attending church altogether 
and began to live life on my own terms. 
That led to poor choices, drinking, and 
missed opportunities with my kids. 

as time went on, I felt something 
missing in my life. I had a feeling of 
emptiness that I just couldn’t seem to fill. 
I went back to church, and if someone 
had asked me if I was a christian or was 
going to heaven, the answer would 
have been yes—but then we started 
attending wheaton Bible church.

There I began to hear the Gospel in  
a way I had never heard it before.  
But I still struggled with the feeling  
that I didn’t deserve the forgiveness  
that christ offered. 

over time, the messages I heard every  
Sunday began to sink in. I didn’t 
deserve God’s grace, and the only thing 
I could do was ask Jesus to forgive 
my sins and take control of my life.

when Luis Palau gave a sermon, “a 
Staggering event,” here at the church, I 
gave my life to christ. Since then, I have 
given up drinking, which made me 
not a nice person to be around. Today 
I try to live my life according to God’s 
will and not my own. I am still a sinner, 
but with Jesus I have forgiveness and 
the hope of eternal life with God. n

BaPtiSm

The next step for Jim and 
Linda was their decision to  
be baptized. 
“Linda wanted to be baptized,” Jim 
says, “but she never really pushed 
me. I thought about it for a while, 
and one day in church there was 
a sign-up card, and I signed up.”

Jim and Linda joined 154 others 
who were baptized during a special 
all-church Baptism on September 8. 

“It had been on my heart for a long 
time,” Linda added, “that I wanted 
to be baptized and publicly show 
my love for christ and my commit-
ment to him. I’m too shy to do it on 
a Sunday morning and speak, so 
when the all-church Baptism came 
up, I signed up. I feel really good 
that I made that public statement.” 

ConnECtinG
one of the places the Bollows have 
found to plug in is the welcome 
desk. Several evenings a month 
you’ll find them serving as part 
of the Front door Ministry team 
in the role of Gatekeepers. 

“when people walk in the door, 
whether they’re new or they need 
help of some kind, you’re often 
the first person they come to,” Jim 
said. “In some cases that involves 
providing information, but they 
may come with a spiritual need.

“You have to be ready to pray with 
people who call or who come into 
the church,” Jim said, “and help 
them in whatever way you can.”

Jim and Linda attend the Pathways 
adult community, and each are part 
of a weekly Bible study—Place4You 
for Linda and Thursday-morning 
huddle for Jim. They are also  
looking for ways to get plugged  
in a bit more and are checking  
out other places they could serve.

“we’re both retired and have a 
little more time now—and we 
love serving through this church 
because we know that it’s so 
Gospel centered,” Linda said. 

Linda, who once struggled to 
understand the Bible, now speaks 
for both the Bollows when she 
says, “we thank God for showing 
us the truth of his word here 
at wheaton Bible church.” n

I grew up going to church only occasionally and not  

 ever really giving much thought to God. 

at age 18, after a stint of rebellious teenage years, I married  

and had two children. It was a bad marriage, and my hus- 

band left me to raise and support my children alone. I had  

several lonely and angry years and was searching for the 

love I hadn’t gotten at home as a child or as a wife. 

I tried many times to read the Bible, believing that I  

would find some connection to God, but none of it  

made any sense to me. 

I met and married my current husband and was on cloud 

nine! I didn’t know anyone could be so in love and so happy! 

But something was still missing. I still felt an emptiness 

that I couldn’t explain and didn’t understand. one evening 

I decided I would try reading the Bible again, but instead I 

came across a small book about Jesus and stories of changed 

lives that someone had given me many years before. as I 

read, it was as if a great big lightbulb went on, and I realized 

that it was Jesus that I had been searching for all along! 

God has filled me with a hunger for more, and my 

personal relationship with christ is still growing! n

my 
story BY LIndA boLLow

my 
story BY JIM boLLowIf anyone is in Christ, he is a new  

creation. The old has gone, the  
new has come. —2 Corinthians 5:17
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Brad and Sue Mitchell, with sons Luke, alex, caleb, will, and Nathan.

AS soon as Sue Mitchell heard about the  
Safe families program four years ago,  

she knew she wanted to be part of it. 
Listening to Moody radio as she drove down North avenue 
one afternoon, she heard how this new program was helping 
families in crisis by providing care for their kids. Through Safe 
Families, volunteers and families were opening their homes to 
offer temporary care to kids whose own families were dealing 
with issues surrounding homelessness, treatment for substance 
abuse, a medical emergency, or other difficult circumstances. 

“It was brand-new, and I thought it was a phenomenal  
idea,” Sue recalls. “as soon as I heard about it, I went 
home and told my husband we had to do this!”

at the time, Sue and Brad, her husband, were parents  
of five boys ranging in age from six to ten—including  
six-year-old triplets. 

once the triplets were born and they had become a  
family of seven, the Mitchells initially thought they  

were finished having kids, but a few years later Sue began  
to wonder whether that was really the case. 

“we like being parents. we love our kids, and we have a lot 
of fun at our house,” she said. But at the time, they weren’t 
ready to adopt, and foster care raised the fear of getting 
really attached to kids who would be with them for a year or 
two and would eventually go back to their own families. 

for Sue and Brad, Safe families was a great fit. 
over the past four years they have cared for eight children 
in their home through the Safe Families program, including 
a newborn whose mother delivered her baby boy while 
serving time in jail. he was with the Mitchell family for two 
months while his mom finished serving her sentence. 

“That experience was so special because he was so tiny,”  
Sue said. “we picked him up from the hospital, and my  
middle son, who I think was probably ten at the time, just fell 
in love with him. It was christmastime, and we would lay the 
baby under the tree, and he would look at the sparkling lights. 

Photo by Jon Langham
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will, my son, would lie next to him, and 
it was really, really, special. The boys 
liked having a baby in the house.”

“It was hard to see him go,” Sue added. 
“It’s been hard seeing the other kids 
go, too. But that’s something we talk 
about as a family—that they’re going 
home with their mom and they’re going 
to be okay, and we did what we were 
called to do, to help for a short time. we 
loved them, and now it’s time for them 
to go be with their parents, you know? 
and the boys get that. They really do.”

how sAFe FAMILIes worKs
although the program is somewhat 
similar to foster care, it’s different at  
the core in that parents are choosing 
to have their children temporarily 
placed in other people’s homes. with 
foster care, the state removes children 
from their parent’s home, and the 
parents temporarily lose custody 
of the children. with Safe Families, 
there is no loss of parental rights.  

Typically, parents learn about Safe 
Families from a hospital, homeless 
shelter, rehab center, or other social-
service provider. The parents will then 
call Safe Families and describe the need 
and for how long help will be needed. 

once the need is registered with 
Safe Families, a message is sent 
to Safe Families volunteers. 

“volunteers in the area will receive a 
message that might say, ‘a six-year-old 
girl in wheaton needs care for 30 days  
while her mom does X, Y, or Z,” Sue 
said. “Then you are responsible for 
responding to say that you can take 
this child for the thirty days.”

PrACtICAL Issues
among the practical considerations 
involved in caring for someone else’s 
child are issues such as medical care 
during the temporary placement. 

The children who have been in the 
Mitchell’s home had all been enrolled  

in the state’s all Kids healthcare program 
and each one had a card that the host 
family could take to an approved 
provider if a medical need arose. 

Getting to school is another consider- 
ation, so to avoid interrupting the kids’  
education, an effort is made to keep  
the kids in their own school district  
if possible.  

costs related to the care of child, Sue 
says, are the responsibility of the host 
family, although a support system of 
“resource Friends” can help to provide 
for some of the practical needs.

Sue and angela raske, co-leaders of 
wBc’s adoption, Foster care, and Safe 
Families ministry, hope to eventually 
expand those support resources for 
Safe Family host homes by connect-
ing them with others who can share 
infant equipment, coats, or even 
a gift card to help cover expenses 
such as diapers and formula.

currently, a number of wBc families 
participate in Safe Families, including 
Sue and Bill Bedrossian, who have 
been involved in foster care and 
adoption since 1987. They became a 
Safe Families home last January and 
have hosted five children this year. 

“It really is a very biblically based 
program,” Sue said. “The church is called 
to be the ‘first responders’ to those in 
need. Through Safe Families, christian 
families can step in and assist other 
families who are in a crisis situation.” 

while the care provided for children is 
the most obvious value of Safe Families, 
Sue points out that the ministry to 
their parents is equally significant. 

“These are parents who have no 
family support to help them, and 
they are so grateful to know that their 
children are safe and well cared for 
until they can get back on their feet.”

while the Mitchells are in the heart 
of their child-rearing years, Sue 
Bedrossian believes that the Safe 

Families ministry can be a good fit 
for more mature families as well.

“I think that empty nesters are perfect 
for serving in this program,” she said. 
“They have years of parenting experi-
ence and probably have empty beds 
God can fill with little ones in need. 

this is a unique opportunity to have 
a mission field come to your door. 
“The children we have served just soak 
up the love we shower on them. Many of 
them—especially those who have come 
out of very chaotic circumstances—need 
the structure a stable family is able to  
provide,” Sue adds. “we have had moms 
tell us that they appreciate the change 
they see in their children’s behavior 
after their stay with us, and one mom 
found a church with members who will 
pick up her son on Sunday mornings 
because he told her how much he liked 
going to church with our family.”

Safe Families, which began in chicago  
in 2002, has spread across the country  
and now includes a “hub” located 
here in duPage county that is head-
quartered by ecFa (evangelical 
child and Family agency). 

danielle Masi, who coordinates Safe 
Families at ecFa, points to the key role of 
those willing to step up to serve as host 
homes and those who volunteer in other 
ways that make the program effective.  

“Safe Families is all about God working 
through people who are willing to open  
their homes to children with families 
in crisis,” danielle said. “our role as a 
Safe Families hub is to connect these 
families with volunteers, with the 
ultimate hope that families in crisis 
will connect with local churches like 
wheaton Bible church as a network 
of social and spiritual support.” 

“right now,” she added, “we have 
outstanding host families, but with more 
families in crisis seeking our assistance, 
the need for volunteers is growing.” n

LeArn More  
About It

u wbC’s AdoPtIon, Foster CAre, 
And sAFe FAMILIes MInIstry: 
wheatonbible.org/local

u the sAFe FAMILIes ProGrAM: 
safe-families.org

u to APPLy to beCoMe A sAFe  
FAMILIes VoLunteer: contact ecFa, 
mail@evancfa.org, 630.653.6400.





In June of 2012, Phil Shields 

joined the wheaton Bible 

church staff as Lead Pastor 

of Student Ministry. having 

been with us now for a little 

over half a year, Phil talked 

with us recently to help us 

learn a little more about  

him and his vision for 

Student Ministry at wBc. 

we share a portion of that 

conversation here. 
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tell us about your growing–up years.

I was born in dallas, Texas, while my dad was in dallas Seminary.  
after pastoring a couple of churches, he accepted a position at  
Moody Bible Institute in 1985, and we moved to carol Stream  
and later to wheaton. So I grew up around here from fifth grade  
on and have a lot of ties to this area.

Because my mom worked at wheaton christian Grammar School,  
my younger brother, drew, and I attended there, and then I  
decided to attend wheaton academy, then known as wheaton  
christian high School. 

after high school I went to Moody, intending to stay only a year, 
since I never saw myself going into ministry. But I stayed to play 
basketball because the coach was a great influence on my life. 

around that time, my dad left Moody, and my parents moved to 
Neenah, wisconsin, where dad still serves as the senior pastor  
of calvary Bible church—a church where Pastor rob once 
served as the youth pastor. and, yes, they know each other. 
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When did you come to faith in Christ?

It was in 1982, when I was seven. My dad came in to tuck 
me in bed, and I started asking questions. dad knelt down 
beside my bed, and we had this long conversation. and 
that night I just knew God was calling, and I answered.

What role did your church have during your junior  
high and high school years?

even though I’m sure I became a believer that night with  
my dad, as I got into junior high and high school, I realized  
that my faith was basically all about holding on to my  
parents’ coattails. It wasn’t yet my own.

during those years, I never went to youth group. I really didn’t 
want to have anything to do with the church. But I’m thankful 
for other spiritual influences in my life, including carol riebock, 
a teacher at wheaton academy who had a huge influence on 
me—primarily because she talked to me as me—not as the  
son of the head of Moody’s Pastoral Studies department— 
about being closer to God. and at the same time, my dad 
was pouring into me spiritually, and my mom kept praying 
that my faith would become my own. as I look back, my 
parents were massive spiritual influences on my life.

But I thought that because I went to a christian high school, 
I really didn’t need a youth group or church. Now I see that 
I missed out on allowing God to grow my faith through 
involvement in the greater community of christ followers.

It wasn’t until I was at Moody that I did 
something about truly owning my faith.

talk about your moody years. 

a couple of significant things: I met angee there. angee and 
I dated for four years, got engaged, and then married. She 
was still finishing her degree in vocal music. I had graduated, 
so I stayed on as an assistant basketball coach at Moody. 

It was during that time when I felt God calling me to ministry. 
Because I had done two basketball trips overseas as a player,  
I was able to help as a coach during a trip to Zimbabwe,  
africa, in 1999. as I walked through one of the villages there,  
I realized God was calling me to serve in ministry to students. 

“We need to talk, because I think God’s 
calling me to ministry.”
I can remember having a conversation with my wife in africa 
saying, “we need to talk, because I think God’s calling me to 
ministry.” God walked us through that, and we came home 
and started asking the Lord where he wanted us to serve. 

What happened next?

we returned to chicago, where I worked as a sales rep  
for Niketown for two years and looked for a ministry job.

In 1999 I accepted a call to New castle Bible church in 
Mackinaw, Illinois. It had an attendance of two or three 
hundred at the time, but the church was growing. The 
senior pastor was just incredible. The assistant pastor was 
running many of the programs. when they called me as 
their first youth pastor, I became the third pastor on staff. 

For me, this wasn’t just a call; it was a radical call. God 
took a kid who grew up in suburbia and lived in the city 
for a number of years and transplanted him to central 
Illinois. I remember thinking, These people better be great 
people, because all I see is corn. I don’t know about this. 

How did it go?

Twelve students showed up for my first night of youth 
group—that was junior high and high school combined. 
one of those first students was an eighth grader named 
amanda McLaughlin—yes, the same amanda who now 
serves with our Student Ministry team here as the administra-
tive assistant! She didn’t like me much for two years after 
I told her to “get over” herself. we laugh about that today. 
amanda became one of our student leaders, and she was 
on my lay staff for a number of years at New castle.

Phil Shields with Student Ministries administrative assistant amanda McLaughlin.

It wasn’t long before the youth group started growing. I 
realized very quickly that we had to split into junior high and 
high school groups. we got to sixty students for junior high. 

I also saw that our high school students weren’t getting the 
attention they needed because junior high was growing so 
fast, so we added a junior high pastor to the staff, which freed 
me to concentrate on high school. The search committee 
interviewed my best friend and roommate at Moody for that 
job. he was hired, and I got to work with him for thirteen years.
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angee, Gavin, Kiana and Phil Shields on vactaion last summer in Jamaica.

How did your ministry there progress over those years?

Junior high and senior high continued to grow, along 
with the rest of the church. about seven years ago, the 
church was running out of space, so we started planning 
new facilities. The church leaders surprised us by deciding 
that the first step would be to build a student facility. 

The church board asked us to commit to staying on 
staff for five years to see it through. The new facility was 
unlike anything else in that area. we could schedule 
events for both junior high and high school groups 
on the same night—and they could meet together or 
separately. The building was flooded with students. 

tell us about how God led you to Wheaton bible Church.

along with all the growth at New castle Bible church, a 
lot was changing, and I began to feel as if God was stirring 
something in me. I began to wonder what that meant. 
My wife and I started praying and asking questions. 
Do I stay in student ministry? What do I want? How is God 
calling me out? I wanted to be where I could have some 
leadership over things. Teaching also was important. 

For some reason, Wheaton Bible Church was on my mind.  
My parents were in wisconsin. My brother still lived in the  
area, and although he wasn’t attending wheaton Bible  
church at that time, he had attended youth group here,  
and Bill Brown, who heads our Support Group Ministry,  
was his youth leader. 

Okay, God, I’m going to look one more time at 
the website, and if there’s nothing there, take this 
name of Wheaton Bible Church out of my head, 
because I don’t even want to consider it.

I couldn’t get the words Wheaton Bible Church out of my 
mind. I would go on the website and look for employment 
openings, but there was never anything that caught my eye. 
Then, one day, I felt that same stirring and prayed, “okay, 
God, I’m going to look one more time at the website, and if 
there’s nothing there, take this name of wheaton Bible church 
out of my head, because I don’t even want to consider it.” 

That day I saw the Student Ministry position on the website. 
I sent something in right away and called Bill Brown. I wasn’t 
even sure he’d remember me, but I told him I was applying  
for a job at his church. “Tell me about wheaton Bible church,”  
I said. Bill didn’t know much about the position, but I asked 
him about the health of the church. The more he talked,  
the more excited I got. I thought, Man, I really hope I get a  
chance to talk to somebody up there. 

What did your family think about a move?

angee and I have two kids. Gavin, who’s ten, and Kiana,  
who just turned six.

we hadn’t talked to the kids about the idea of moving,  
but one day, out of the blue, Gavin said, “dad, I really  
want to move away from here.” 
“why?” 
“I just do.”
“well,” I said, “where do you want to move?”
and Gavin said, “I want to live by Uncle drew.” 

I was stunned that my son, who’s not a fan of change,  
would say this. I said, “well, why don’t you pray 
that maybe someday we can do that.” 

I looked at angee and said, “what’s happened here?  
This is not normal for him.” 
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For me that was a huge confirmation that God was telling  
me to pursue this. he was saying, “I’m doing something,  
and I’m using your son in that process.”

You came to Wheaton bible Church in June of 2012.  
What are your thoughts after having had a chance  
to “get your feet wet” here?

I took the first four months on the job to observe and  
listen. about a month ago I gave a report to the elders  
and the Staff Leadership Team. what I shared with  
them falls into roughly three points. 

First, some things shouldn’t change. For example, wheaton 
Bible church has a long tradition and a strong foundation  
of having students gather on Sunday mornings and participate  
in Core Groups during the week. we will keep the same struc- 
ture for Sunday mornings and core Groups.

Second, I believe that the Student Ministry culture changed 
with the move to west chicago. Some elements of the 
program that worked really well for a church in downtown 
wheaton don’t work as well for a church on North avenue, 
particularly not one that pulls from as many different schools 
as we do. So I believe we need to work at creating a sense 
of community. one way we’ll do that is by getting different 
groups of kids together at what we’re calling “community 
Nights.” each one will be a little different. For the first one, 
for instance, a sophomore guys group and a sophomore girls 
group met together. They had a cookout and got to know one 
another. They might have known of each other before but 
had never spoken. That kind of get-together can encourage 
sharing and create opportunities to build relationships.

during second semester, one of our community events 
will bring all the core groups together, and we’ll serve. 
The next time, we might just spend time in worship. 

We are a family, and we have to look at 
one another that way. So the community 
aspect is something new this year. 
a final concern I have is that we don’t overprogram and 
divide families. If we end up doing something on Tuesday 
night and the rest of the family is doing something on 
wednesday night, we’ve just divided the family. I’m 
committed to making sure that we are working with 
our families and supporting the family structure. 

What do you think students need most from  
student ministry? 

I see two major things. First, students need a place where  
they belong and also where they are going to be fed and  
challenged to grow. I’m hearing students say, “challenge 
me.” Yes, we have a group that’s asking to be entertained, 
but many students want to be challenged: “Tell me what I’m 
supposed to be about and to do.” “how do I grow my faith?” 

Phil teaching at Student Ministries Sunday aM for high schoolers.

They want a place to belong, but they also need a place safe  
enough for an adult to pour into them. a place where they can  
come and talk. a place where a student from another school is 
going to accept them as family. 

we’re not there yet, but I see the need, and I know parents 
do too. we’re working on ways to make that happen.

Second, our students need opportunities 
to share the stories of what God is doing in 
their lives. 
Sharing faith stories isn’t something you wait to do until 
you turn forty. You don’t all of a sudden start telling others 
what God’s doing. So we’re changing that mind-set. on 
Sunday mornings students share their testimonies, describe 
what God’s doing in their lives and in their schools. The 
word is getting out about this—about sharing stories in 
west chicago and at wheaton North and so on. This is 
creating an excitement for students. They want to know 
what’s happening. They want to know what God is doing.

What kind of relationship do you want student 
ministry to have with parents? 

I want our leaders to be allies of every parent. That means  
they are saying the same things that the parents are saying  
about the word of God and about becoming disciples  
of Jesus christ. we want students to hear from their  
leaders and then say, “oh wow, my mom and dad  
have been saying that for years!” 

I want our leaders to be allies of every parent.

I also want parents to be a part of the ministry. I expect 
them to feel comfortable showing up at any gathering. 
They should feel free to come in and sit with us on Sunday 
mornings. I don’t want silos. There’s going to be a working 
together. we’re already talking about what that means. 
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What do you want the students and the church to know  
about you?

I want students and their parents to know that I’m committed  
to them, which means that this ministry is going to be  
committed to them. I will be here for them. I came here  
from a long-term commitment to a church family—a  
thirteen-year commitment. 

I believe God wants us to commit  
to each other. 
when I look at Scripture and read Moses saying that we’ve  
got to pass what God has done “from generation to 
generation,” I know that happens when you’re together 
and when you stay together. So my heart is that we’re going 
to create a staff and a team of adults that are committed to 
students here. That’s already present to some degree. we 
have core group leaders who have been here doing this 
for years. Many of them are moving from seventh grade to 
twelfth grade with their students. I’m blown away by that. 

What spiritual priorities do you have for students?

I believe that all of our students must have a faith of their own  
and they have to be about the movement of the Kingdom. I 
know parents want that for their kids. and the earlier in life 
we help the kids develop their own faith, the more often 
parents will be praising God as they see their kids moving 
into adulthood spiritually strong and doing things for the 
Kingdom far beyond anything they ever imagined. 

That’s the vision my wife and I have for our own kids.  
we want them to be better disciples than we are. we  
want them to make an impact for christ in deeper ways.  
That’s the vision I have for the students who are part of  
the Student Ministry of our church. 

I believe that all our students must  
have a faith of their own and they  
have to be about the movement  
of the Kingdom. 

any final thoughts?

Yes, just one last thing. I can remember when we were in  
china during my senior year at Moody. I had the opportunity  
to lead a girl to the Lord. at that moment I realized that the  
decision the girl had made meant that she would quite  
possibly be kicked out of her house or beaten. Yet she  
was saying, “I want Jesus.” 

I talk a lot about the need for our kids to “own” their faith. 
Their parents can take them to church, they can teach and 
cultivate, but they can’t give their faith to their children 
like some kind of inheritance. To me, that high school 
student in Southern china defines what it means to own 
your faith. She was making a bold decision, knowing that 
it came with a cost. I want that for these students. n
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Prayer
even in our secular society, people pray. as a matter 
of fact, research tells us that high numbers of 
people pray each week outside of a church setting. 

what kinds of prayers are they praying? we can only guess. Two 
normal types of prayers are memorized prayers such as “Now I 
Lay Me down to Sleep” and crisis prayers: “God, help me!”

while rote prayers can be meaningful, they can also be super-
stitious—like rubbing a rabbit’s foot or looking for a four-leaf 
clover to bring good luck. People may begin to think that if 
they pray a particular prayer something good will happen, and 
if they don’t pray that prayer, something bad will happen.

crisis prayers, on the other hand, come from somewhere deep 
 inside. when human beings are stripped of a sense of control,  
they cry out to God. They believe that there is a greater power  
who will listen and help in times of need. 

Unfortunately, once the crisis is over, people often stop praying.

Not to discount these kinds of prayers, it is good to think of 
memorized prayers and crisis prayers as a first stage of prayer. 
They demonstrate a desire to communicate with God that can 
lead to even deeper and more personal conversation with our 
heavenly Father. Like the awkward stage of getting to know 
someone, at first the give-and-take is basic, but as the relation-
ship continues, the conversations become more meaningful. 

This is the way it is with prayer. at first, prayers are self-conscious 
and fundamental, but as people grow in their relationship with 
God, prayer becomes a rich encounter with the heavenly Father.

By Marie  
Allison

 “Prayer is vital.
Where else are  

we going to get the 
wisdom, strength, 

guidance, and  
power we need 

to carry out 
God’s work?”

chris and Sue Finch, members 
of wBc prayer team, pray with 
those who come to the front of 
the worship center following 
Sunday services.

Photos by Jon Langham
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Many people in our church are expressing a growing 
desire to experience God more through prayer. 

one indication is that over the past two years, more than 
two hundred people have attended a six-week class called 
“when God’s People Pray” (based on the book and dvd 
series by Brooklyn Tabernacle Pastor Jim cymbala). 

chris and Sue Finch, who have been attending wheaton 
Bible church for eight years, are passionate about the 
importance of prayer. That’s why they have become 
“catalysts” for prayer in our church and why they have 
led the when God’s People Pray class since 2010. 

Their hope is that the people of wheaton Bible 
church will see prayer in all its beauty and power. 

“Prayer is so much more than asking God for 
things,” says Sue, “Prayer at its foundation is 
a conversation with our Father. we have so 
much to learn from God about this wonderful 
privilege. 

“Like human conversation, prayer involves both speaking 
and listening. It involves honoring God, confessing our sins to 
him, listening to his holy Spirit, remembering and claiming 
the promises of Scripture, and engaging in spiritual warfare.” 

Sue’s enthusiasm about prayer comes through as she talks  
about the different ways people can pray. “You can sit, kneel,  
stand, or even pace,” she said. 

“People can pray alone or in groups. when people are in a 
group, they can pray one at a time or all at the same time. 
They can come to the front of the church and receive prayer 
on a Sunday morning, or they can come to the front and 
kneel, seeking God’s face. There is so much to prayer!”

Many of those who have joined Sue and chris’s class  
have also grown passionate about prayer. 

“Prayer is vital,” Jeanne Utterback says. “where else are  
we going to get the wisdom, strength, guidance, and  
power we need to carry out God’s work? our relationship  
with God is our lifeline and ‘relationship’ means we spend  
time with him, that we talk to him.” 

chris and Sue Finch

dave Moore said, “Prayer is the most 
important thing a believer can be  
involved in with the life of the church.”
“Prayer is the power that advances his church and takes 
back enemy territory in the hearts of christians, in our 
neighborhoods, and in the world,” Karen arenz adds.

Jeremiah 33:3 records a message straight from God 
to the old Testament prophet Jeremiah, who was at 
that time imprisoned by the king: “call to me and I will 
answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things 
you do not know.” The Lord says this to us today. when 
we talk to him in prayer, he says, he will answer.

when we ask God for wisdom, when we  
ask him to change our situations, when 
we ask him for the ability to endure, he 
promises that he will hear us and respond. 
Pastor Jim cymbala, author of When God’s People Pray, says,  
“If we do not yearn and pray and expect God to stretch out  
his hand and do the supernatural, it will not happen. That  
is the simple truth of the matter. we must give him room  
to operate.”

Many of the people of wheaton Bible church are eager to  
give God that room.  n

are you looking forward to giving God more room to move in your life and in the life of the church through prayer? 

•	 encourage your adult community  
or community Group to do a study 
 on prayer.

•	 read books on prayer. Stormie 
omartian, Jim cymbala, richard 
Foster, and others have written 
excellent books on prayer, many 
of which are available in our wBc 
Library and in chapters Bookstore.

•	 come forward for prayer with our 
Prayer Team after a worship service.

•	 Gather with others to pray. Many times 
throughout the week—mornings and 
evenings, weekdays and weekends—
people are gathering in homes and 
here on our church campus, in the 
Prayer Tower and elsewhere, to pray.

Prayer is the key to  
unleashing God’s power  
to live the Christian life  
and do the ministry of  
the church.



My dad died. 
He had cancer.
But I’m not afraid
to talk about it anymore.

work in progress,
I am a 

but as a follower of Christ,
I no longer walk in past regret,
shame, guilt, or comdemnation.

Seeing people
at DivorceCare
who were further along 
in the process gave me hope
that I could make it through this.

O�ering care and community through groups for those 
struggling with the issues surrounding divorce, grief, addictions, 
codependency, sexual sin, sexual abuse, abortion, and more.

 Learn more at wheatonbible.org/supportgroups.

NEED HELP? 
You don’t have to go through periods of difficulty, 
hardship, or disappointment alone. our support 
communities, pastors, and volunteers can provide 
a safe place to share your struggles and rediscover 
hope. These groups learn together, pray together, 
and support one another in understanding and 
encouraging community. 

Celebrate Recovery—Mondays, 6:30 pm  
a christ-centered support community for men and women 
recovering from anxiety, codependency, substance abuse, 
and other life-controlling problems. worship and teaching, 
issue-specific small groups, and celebrate recovery café. 

Career Transition Networking Group—Wednesdays, 8:00 am  
Practical help and support for job seekers and others making  
career decisions. 

DivorceCare—Mondays, 6:00 pm  
adults who have experienced divorce or separation meet 
weekly to share, pray for one another, learn how to deal with 
the pain of the past, and look forward to rebuilding their lives. 

Griefshare—Mondays, 6:00 pm  
Those grieving and struggling with the death of a loved one  
meet each week to pray, discuss, and learn about dealing  
with loss. 

Caring for Kids (pre-k to high school)—Mondays, 6:00 pm  
a safe and caring place for children and students to build 
trust, and deal with anger, sad feelings, and other situations 
related to changes that have taken place in the family. 

single Parenting Group—Mondays, 6:00 pm  
Parenting without a spouse is challenging. It is our desire 
to equip and encourage the single parent. This program 
is for parents who have children in caring for Kids. 

REsTORE after Abortion—we partner with careNet 
to offer this group for those who have experienced a 
pregnancy loss due to abortion. reSTore offers separate 
confidential support groups for women and men. 

CHAI (Courageous Healing of Abuse  
and Isolation)—Thursdays, 7:30 pm  
Separate support groups for men and women who are  
survivors of sexual abuse. 

COMPAss for Men—Thursdays, 7:00 pm  
a confidential group for men pursuing sexual purity  
and integrity. 

Faithful and True for Women— 
First and third Tuesdays, 7:00 pm  
a place where women are able to discuss and learn about 
issues relating to sexual integrity in their families. 

QUEsTIONs? contact Support Ministries Pastor Bill 
Brown, bbrown@wheatonbible.org, 630.876.6686
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u JoaNIE’S Story

Losing my husband and the children’s father is by far the  
  most difficult thing I have faced in my forty-five years. 

Nothing will ever compare to the wrenching pain I felt having 
to wait for my children—then eight and seven years old—to  
wake up that Friday morning, a week before christmas, and  
tell them their dad was killed in an accident. People often  
ask me how I was able to do it. My answer is, “You do what  
you need to do, with God’s help.”

I first heard about the caring for Kids and GriefShare programs 
at wheaton Bible church last spring. at that time, it was too 
soon, and we were going through so much that I couldn’t even 
think of attending. Besides, I thought I had everything covered. 

I can do this, I would tell myself. we’re doing just fine, the  
kids are so resilient, and I can be everything to them.

Then it hit. My daughter began to experience extreme anxiety 
over my safety and was beginning to fear that something 
terrible could happen to me, too. 

right about this time I was reminded that the fall session of  
caring for Kids was about to begin. after the first few visits  
I noticed a huge change in my daughter. The companionship 
she found with other children going through loss seemed to  
be just what she needed—a gift from God to her and to  
our family. 

as we approach the year anniversary of my husband’s passing,  
our sense of loss is still profound and still hurts, but life feels  
more manageable. I am grateful that this program has given  
us a soft place to fall. n

u The Monday night “family care” support groups: 
divorcecare, GriefShare, Single Parenting groups  
for adults—along with caring for Kids for their  
children—are serving  more than 120 children  
and adults this year! We praise God for the 
remarkable growth in this ministry. 

Following a family supper, the adults and children go to  
their own groups for a time of learning, discussion, and  
encouraging support.
u NEw groUpS bEgIN IN JaNUary! 
Think about neighbors, coworkers, and others you know  
who could benefit from these groups or other support  
communities at wBc.  u wheatonbible.org/support

Monday Night FamILy CarE

u traCI’S Story

Being part of these two programs—caring for Kids (for my  
 boys) and divorcecare (for me)—has been an amazing  

experience for my newly separated family. Being new to the  
area—not having family or friends close by to lean on—has  
made this time even harder. 

caring for Kids has helped us to confront some issues that  
I don’t feel I would have tackled so quickly nor with such  

ease had the kids not started the conversation first through 
their caring for Kids group. This program has given my boys 
the freedom to have positive male role models who pray with 
them and teach them moral lessons in a fun atmosphere. 

divorcecare has also given me the opportunity to sit with  
other parents experiencing the same issues. 

we still have a way to go, but I’m thankful that this program 
will be there again in the spring, being part of our lives as we 
continue to grow and redefine our newly different family. n

ricky, alex, and david 
resendiz with leader 
Steve Ford during the 
Monday night family 
dinner.
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WBC GloBal outreaCh  
& loCal ImpaCt

Our Expanded Holistic  
Initiative in Kenya 

If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then  
your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.  —Isaiah 58:10

Since heart for aids in Kenya began almost ten years ago,  
we at wheaton Bible church have learned an incredible  

amount about the value of bringing the whole congregation  
around a global initiative and how to build staying power  
that will result in long-term impact. 

a key element of heart for aids—recently expanded and 
rebranded as hoPe [KeNYa]—was the decision to partner 
with nationals to multiply the impact of available resources. 
early on, wBc missionaries Scott and Barb harbert established 
a long-term partnership with Josephine Kiarii, helping her 
launch the hope for Life center in Nakuru, Kenya. The same 
commitment is apparent as we expand our ministry footprint 
to Turkana, this time partnering with Nairobi’s Parklands 
Baptist church and the all-african staff of world relief Kenya.

as we have already seen, the relationships built on both  
personal and organizational levels can be life changing.  
There is so much to learn from one another as fellow  
believers coming from different cultures.

our expanded hoPe [KeNYa] initiative has deepened our  
conviction of the value of holistic ministry. while most of us  
have no idea personally what it means to be really hungry  
or thirsty, we have sensed through our work in Turkana what  
a powerful thing it is to be able to provide relief to immediate  
physical needs. we see the kinds of results that motivate  
us to want to do more! 

The evangelical church has been criticized over the years for  
being interested only in the spiritual needs of the lost. while  
that is the most profound need for all of us, there is so much  
the church can do practically and tangibly in situations like  
Turkana’s to earn the right to speak into the spiritual needs  
of those who don’t yet know christ. 

as we partner with God’s servants in Kenya, may he multiply 
the impact to bring healing transformation—physically  
and spiritually—to the communities of Nakuru and Turkana 
and, in time, to other regions of the world we haven’t even  
considered yet! n

SnapShotS  
from
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WBC GloBal outreaCh  
& loCal ImpaCt

LIFE   
aT wheaToN BIBLe chUrch

In order to protect the privacy of our missionaries the online version of 
Life at Wheaton Bible Church does not include the details of this article. 

For questions or comments please email: LIFEcomments@wheatonbible.org
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Transforming Lives in the tImBer laKe apartments
You are the light of the World. . . . Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven. —Matthew 5:14–16

Several years ago—when our church was leaving 
downtown wheaton and getting ready to move to west 

chicago—God was nudging us to become more externally 
focused. we began to think about ways we could serve 
outside the walls of the church building, especially since we 
were moving into a community that really didn’t know us. 

The result? God gave us a vision for a new ministry initiative  
in west chicago. In 2008, the dream became a reality: 
wheaton Bible church and Iglesia del Pueblo embarked on 
a three-year pilot program for a ministry called Puente del 
Pueblo. It would be based in the Timber Lake apartment 
complex, just down the road from our new campus.

God was nudging us to become more 
externally focused. 

Puente del Pueblo literally means “Bridge of the People,” 
and it reflects our vision of people reaching out to people in 
the community. In partnership with outreach community 
Ministries, this initiative aims to serve Timber Lake residents 
and to build a strong sense of community by assisting people 
in making changes that benefit their personal and family lives.

currently, over 150 wBc volunteers give literally thousands 
of hours on an annual basis to assist Timber Lake residents. 
These gifted volunteers serve in a range of capacities: 

•	 in a highly regarded after-school program at wegner  
elementary School

•	 in case-management contact with 65 percent of the two  
thousand residents

•	 in a growing eSL tutoring program, and most recently

•	 in an after-school program for students in grades 7 to 9

The Timber Lake complex has been fertile soil for developing 
followers of christ! Today there is a weekly community Bible 
study with sixty attending regularly. More than a dozen 
residents have been baptized, and a growing number are 
attending our hispanic worship services or other ministries. 

Pray that God will continue to use Puente del Pueblo to 
more fully engage our church in local ministry. Building on 
Puente’s impact of the past three years, we are eager to see 
what else God has for us in west chicago as community 
leaders plead for us to expand these programs to more 
apartment complexes and other parts of their city. n

 

Photo by chris M
celw

ee

Puente del Niňo volunteer tutor Jill Fenoglio with Jaquelin ramirez
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moVe In! Local Cross-Cultural Impact & Ministry Training 
The God who made the world and everything in it . . . made every nation of men . . . and he 
determined the times . . . and the exact places where they should live . . . so that men would seek 
him . . . and find him. —Acts 17:24–27

While we continue our commitment to being a send-
ing church, a developing vision this coming year 

is to enlarge opportunities for our church members to 
engage in cross-cultural ministry among the nations God 
has brought to duPage county. That includes encourag-
ing individuals and families (especially young couples 
and singles) to move into housing complexes with high 
percentages of immigrants and refugees—as well as being 
purposeful in welcoming and engaging with neighbors 
of other nationalities now living in our neighborhoods. 

For example, there are at least 60,000 Muslims from all walks 
of life living in duPage county. In fact, the greater wheaton 
area has become a hub for refugee resettlement. as a 
church, we want to be intentional servant-witnesses who 
build bridges with our neighbors of other faiths that God is 
bringing to our community. deuteronomy 10:17–20 states:

The Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the 
great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality 

and accepts no bribes. He . . . loves the foreigner residing 
among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are 
to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were 
foreigners in Egypt. Fear the LORD your God and serve him.

This enriched focus will eventually include a training curricu-
lum, personal mentoring, and structured practical experience 
for those desiring to become more effective in cross-cultural 
ministry or to prepare for global service. The two most recent 
career missionary couples sent out in the past year by wBc  
lived in ethnically diverse apartment complexes prior to  
moving to another region of the world. This experience  
provided an opportunity for them to learn cross-culturally  
and to forge rich relationships with immigrants right  
here in our community. 

Both couples agree that this was invaluable experience— 
whether they had chosen to remain living in the area or,  
as in their case, as preparation for their relocation to  
remote parts of asia. n

a sendInG ChurCh 93 Missionary Families & Growing
How can [the lost] hear without someone preaching to them? And how can [workers] preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
—Romans 10:14–15

Since its founding, wheaton Bible church has been a 
sending church. wBc currently has 93 missionary couples 

or singles serving on six continents. Some, like randy and 
Nancy capp, who have returned to tumultuous egypt, 
serve in dangerous areas. George Janvier, who has trained 
evangelists, pastors, and theologians in Nigeria for 27 years, 
serves in a hot spot of violence against the church. others, 
such as Kevin and rahela conway, are equipping national 
leaders from europe to central asia; Greg and Faith hurst 
are multiplying disciples and churches in Latin america. 
our newest appointees, chris and dana h., were commis-
sioned in october and arrived in November in a region in 
southern asia where the population is largely hindu. 

as we head into a new year, we continue to seek, train, send, 
and support members of wBc who are called of God to 
invest their lives in his global mission of reconciling people 
to himself. our Missionary Preparation Program (MPP) 
mentors and Missions Personnel Team have added members 
to expand wBc’s capacity to prepare and care for effective 
global servants. our newly formed Missionary welcome 
Team, led by dan Bostrom, is ministering to wBc missionaries 
furloughing locally so that they can return to the field healthy.

The challenge is before us to grow the next generation of 
international servants from within our church. May you 
join us in fostering the value that fulfilling christ’s great 
and global commission is the highest of callings. n

   
     

            WHAT’S NEXT?
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The 
Gift 
of a 

VisiT

Brooke and Jeff Weston took an unusual trip last summer to visit suzanne and 
Joey Lincoln, WBC missionaries who serve with Mission Aviation Fellowship 
(MAF) in the Democratic Republic of Congo in Central Africa. Here’s how  
Brooke and Jeff described their trip: 

When we traveled to visit the Lincolns last 
august, we took our two older children, 

Leah, age 8, and Jake, age 5. (we left our 
two younger children with family.) arriving 
in Bunia, congo, on august 3, we spent the 
next five days “living life” with the Lincolns. 

we were able to visit their church and meet 
their friends. we also helped them work on  
the playground they’re building at the MaF  
office and complete a few other jobs around  
their house.

Jeff spent a day at the office with Joey, 
and a day flying with him, too. Brooke 
visited Suzanne’s women’s Bible study, 
saw the orphanage school where she 
volunteers, and experienced shopping 
around town and at the market. 

The children had a fantastic time playing 
at the Lincolns’ house, jumping on their 

trampoline, playing fetch with their two 
dogs, and exploring the city with us. 

after our time in Bunia, we took the Lincolns 
with us to Uganda and spent a couple of days 
at Murchison Falls National Park, seeing the 
Nile river and the local wildlife. The Lincolns 
had never been on such a trip with their 
children, and it was a joy to take a few days 
with our families and witness God’s creation 
in such an up-close-and-personal way!

tHE Plan
we had been feeling a call to visit the 
Lincolns for a couple of years. when Joey 
and Suzanne left from our covenant adult 
community for the congo seven years ago, 
we began supporting them financially. when 
they came home to wheaton on furlough 
three years ago, they joined our small 
group, and we were able to deepen our 
friendship over those next six months. 

By Brooke and Jeff Weston

on our wildlife tour with our guide, Patrick. Inside 
the vehicle: Jake weston and the Lincoln’s daughter, 
Brooke. above, Jeff and Brooke weston, and daughter 
Leah; Joey, chad, Suzanne, and cole Lincoln.

at Karuma Falls: cole, chad, and Brooke Lincoln, 
Jake and Leah weston (front); Joey and Suzanne 

Lincoln, Brooke and Jeff weston (back).

at the Nile river: Jake weston, Brooke Lincoln,  
Leah weston, and chad and cole Lincoln

chad Lincoln, Jake weston, Brooke Lincoln, Leah weston,  
and cole Lincoln standing in front of one of the MaF  

planes Joey Lincoln flies
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Before they returned to congo, they asked us to be their accountability  
partners, to commit to pray for them, support them emotionally, and  
just “be there” for them as best we could from the other side of the  
world. we were thrilled to take on that role! 

during their time in wheaton, we mentioned our idea of taking a 
group of people from covenant on a work trip to visit them. They 
answered that Joey’s job of flying very small planes to remote 
areas makes a trip of a lot of people difficult to orchestrate. as an 
alternative, they said they would love to have someone outside of 
their family come visit them, to walk a few days in their shoes. 

The loneliness and isolation they feel in congo, they explained, can 
be very heavy at times. But knowing that someone else could picture 
what their life was like would be very encouraging for them. 

we began praying about whether that was what God was calling  
us to do. over the next couple of years, a new baby, our fourth child,  
was born—but that gnawing at our hearts never faded. when the  
Lincolns were home for a quick visit in april 2012, we decided 
over dinner with them that it was time to book our tickets. 

tHE triP

Our trip was an amazing, challenging, and rewarding 
experience that tested our faith more than we ever  
expected and blessed us more than we can put into words. 

among the “interesting” things that happened was getting stuck in 
rwanda on our first night because our plane was leaking an “unidenti-
fied fluid.” we also had a couple of brief health scares, like when our 
son Jake got the mosquito net spray in his eyes, which made him 
scream for about thirty minutes straight that he couldn’t see, and 
our daughter Leah threw up a couple of times from exhaustion! 

we felt such spiritual warfare going on all around us, but God made 
it clear to us time after time that he was in control. he protected 
us from our worst fears, even though most of them weren’t even 
rational! we got to see some amazing things, like elephants, 
giraffes, and lots of other wildlife—just a few yards away! 

we met some amazing people, too. The congolese are an incredible  
people. The hardships and corruption they deal with on a daily 
basis are unbelievable, yet worshiping with them at church, it was 
like they hadn’t a care in the world! The other missionaries we 
met (who serve with MaF, wycliffe, Samaritan’s Purse, and other 
organizations) are great too. So many have little kids and are there, 
dealing with health issues or security problems or whatever—and 
they want to be there! we were so humbled being with them 
and seeing them put their faith into action in such a real way.

we hope our experience will leave an indelible mark on our 
children’s hearts, and we pray they will continue to seek God’s 
will for their lives. we also hope our story will inspire others to see 
what God has planned for them. But mostly, we pray our time with 
the Lincolns was an encouragement to them and that God will 
continue to bless their ministry and their family for their faithful-
ness to him and to the ministry to which he has called them.

—Brooke and Jeff

below is a note from Joey and 
suzanne lincoln, writing from the 
Congo about what it meant to 
have the Weston family visit them 
this past summer, not on a mission 
trip but “on their own,” one family 
visiting another:

When Jeff and Brooke weston and two 
of their kids came to visit us in the 

congo, they had one goal—to see our 
life. So, for five days, they drove our dusty 
streets, navigated our market, visited our 
church, bleached our veggies, washed our 
dishes, attended our Bible studies, met our 
friends and teammates, and experienced 
our joys, trials, and frustrations. 

words cannot capture the gift it is to have 
someone at “home” now who knows 
how we live day in and day out, who 
understands our world a little better. 

It is so fun to be able to write them and 
describe something, knowing that they 
understand exactly what we are talking 
about. It is exciting for our kids to be able to 
remember when their friends came to visit 
and to have familiar faces in the US who have 
been to their house and played with their toys. 

The westons came without the need for a 
long list of accomplishments at the end, 
only with the simple agenda of encourage-
ment. They walked alongside us for a 
while, and to us, their visit was life-giving. 

Blessings, Suzanne and Joey

CouLd you GIVe the GIFt oF A 
VIsIt to A wbC MIssIonAry? 

1. Go out oF your wAy to become acquainted  
with our missionaries when they are here  
in the States—especially those at your age  
and stage.

2. be IntentIonAL about praying and open to how 
and where God might be leading you to go. 

3. ContACt any of our Global outreach staff with 
your questions. They’ll be happy to share what 
they know about the practical considerations 
of visiting a missionary “on the field.”
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Collin and Kim: Serving with our MOVE team in France in outreach to North African immigrants

Several months ago Kim wrote in her blog about a book club outreach 
in their community: 

one of our new outreach initiatives is an english 
book club for women. we began meeting in late 
august, inviting a mix of native english speakers and 
French and North african women who are looking 
for opportunities to practice their english. These 
get-togethers have proven to be good opportunities 
to invite friends and discuss “the big questions of life.” 

The first book we read together was The Pearl, by John 
Steinbeck. we discussed the forms that good and evil 
take in our world and the question “what must we do to 
please God?” In response to that question, I was able to 
share my faith story and the truth that we cannot please 
God on our own, but only by faith in Jesus can we reach 
God. at our second meeting we’ll discuss The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe by c. S. Lewis, another book 
full of biblical comparisons and fodder for discussion.

In a more recent blog entry, Kim reports: 
coffee outreaches are brewing in France. This month our 
whole team had the opportunity to visit some colleagues 
in Germany and participate in an outreach with them. 
These missionaries set up a table once a week and give 
out free coffee and tea. They have chosen times and loca-
tions that lend themselves to encountering some of the 
same people week after week. whenever possible they 
engage people in conversations that often turn spiritual.

our team’s goal was to observe and learn firsthand how 
these outreaches work so that we can implement them 
here. In the next few weeks we’ll scout out possible loca-
tions and do the legwork. we’re excited about how God 
could use this new form of outreach, and we’re praying 
for discernment to make the most of this opportunity. 

three weeks later, she added: 
Your prayers are effective, and we’re grateful for 
the role you play in this Kingdom work! our coffee 
outreaches are off to a great start. our team has 
already spent three evenings engaging people in 
spiritual conversations over free coffee and tea. 

on the very first evening, hamid, a man of North 
african Muslim background, was very interested in 
explanations of the Gospel. after talking with several 
of our teammates for over an hour, he expressed a 
desire to trust Jesus for salvation. he prayed and 
accepted a New Testament and a Jesus video. 
although he was hesitant to set up a follow-up meet-
ing, he returned the following week to talk more. 

Pray with us that this seed would take root deep in 
hamid’s heart and that he will agree to meet for an 
ongoing discipling relationship. Pray that this and the 
other seeds that are being sown during these outreaches 
will multiply thirty- , sixty- and a hundred-fold.  n

our MISSIoNArIeS
Notes & News from 
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Phil and Jill aspegren: Directing Casa Viva’s work in  
Costa Rica with children at risk

Phil writes: The phone call arrived in our office from  
a government worker asking, “Would you have a 
family who could take in a baby boy, just days old?  
It’s an emergency,” she continued.
casa viva San Jose coordinator, Susana, thought about it. 
who could she call? all of our active families already had 
children placed in their homes. But there is that one family. 
They were in the program a while ago and left. We’ve been 
out of touch for a while, but they would do a good job, Susana 
thought to herself. She made the call. The mother immediately 
said yes. She didn’t need to talk to her husband about it.

why? Because at three that same morning, the couple had 
awakened. They sensed that God wanted them to return to 
ministry and serve together, but they weren’t sure where. 
and so, in the dark of the night, they went down on their 
knees and prayed, “God, show us where we should serve.”

Susana’s call arrived six hours later. “Knock, knock,  
is anybody home?” 

“We are. We’ll open the door to this child,” this couple  
responded. Within hours the Casa Viva family was 
caring for and loving on this newborn.
The picture comes at the end of this story—after the prayer,  
after the crisis, after the baby has been placed in a mother’s 
loving embrace. n

Maria José with baby adrián

LIFE   
aT wheaToN BIBLe chUrch

In order to protect the privacy of our 
missionaries the online version of 
Life at Wheaton Bible Church does not 
include the details of this article. 

For questions or comments please email: 
LIFEcomments@wheatonbible.org
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Jonathan and Cindee raney: Serving in Indonesia as Base Manager with Mission Aviation Fellowship

Jonathan shares this story of the impact of MAf reaching into 
unreached parts of the south Pacific Islands:
about three years ago, Petrus, a local Papuan christian, came 
by the MaF office. he felt God calling him and had decided  
to head into the Jamur Lakes area, which was considered  
unreached. Starting by boat, then a broken down truck, then  
on foot, Petrus trekked through the mountainous jungle for  
about four weeks and eventually located the weserau people.  
Several months later Petrus returned to “civilization” and  
challenged his church to take the Gospel to the people  
of Jamur Lakes. 

Since then, Petrus’s church has worked together with us 
at MaF to take a national missionary family to live and 
work in the weserau territory. In early September, one of 
our MaF pilots flew four flights into the Jamur Lakes area. 
when he landed the first time, only men met the plane at 
the shore; fear was evident. But by the fourth flight, women 
and children had ventured over to the shore. Most of the 
people wore a loincloth-like covering made of soft 

tree bark, with a few fashionable women wearing a kind 
of tube dress made of the same tree bark material. 

The twelve passengers included two doctors, a pastor, several 
evangelists, a construction worker, and a local government 
and church leader who were interested in helping this tribe. 
our MaF pilot also delivered a drum of gas, sheets of zinc 
roofing, and building supplies to help with the construc-
tion of a simple house for the evangelist and his family. 

We tend to think that the world is well-connected.  
It is amazing that yet another very isolated group  
of people recently had their first major contact  
with the outside world. 
Thanks for your support of MAF, which shares the love of 
Jesus through aviation and technology so that isolated 
people may be physically and spiritually transformed. You 
at Wheaton Bible Church are a vital part of this through 
your prayers and support. May the Lord bless you! n

LIFE   
aT wheaToN BIBLe chUrch

In order to protect the privacy of our missionaries the online version of 
Life at Wheaton Bible Church does not include the details of this article. 

For questions or comments please email: LIFEcomments@wheatonbible.org

MaF pilot Tom in the white shirt 
and Petrus in the ball cap, with 
a group of the weserau people 

who came to meet the plane.
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Participating in a wBc Go Team can change your life! That’s what 
happened to Samuel copeland, who traveled to Madrid this summer, 
serving alongside Move missionaries Javier and Marcela comboni. 

God has given 21-year-old Sam, a student 
at aurora University, a heart for Spanish-
speaking people. That’s one reason he 
regularly attends Iglesia del Pueblo, 
wBc’s Spanish-speaking congregation. 

Since he was a child, Sam says, “the Lord 
has been directing my heart toward 
missions. Last year, after six months 
serving in Lima, Peru, I felt certain 
that God was calling me there.”

But since his return from the Go 
Team trip to Madrid in august, Sam is 
spending much time in prayer, asking 
God, “Is going to Peru what I want 
or is that what You want for me?”

during his time in Madrid, Sam says, 
“God really opened up my eyes to 
what he is doing among immigrants 

in europe, and I know that our window 
of opportunity is starting to close. 

“Because of all this, I have really been 
thrown upside down spiritually. I’m now 
asking, where is the need greatest, and  
what fits best with the skill set that God  
has given me? Is he calling me to get  
involved in Move?”

In december 2013, Sam will graduate from 
college. In the meantime, it is his desire to 
do as much short-term mission work as he 
can. as a result, he has adjusted his spring 
school schedule to be able to lead wBc’s 
next Go Team trip to Madrid in March!

“This trip solidified my call to missions,” 
Sam says of his recent Go Team experi-
ence. “I grew stronger in my faith and 
closer to God through prayer and instant 
application of what God is teaching me. n 

A Life-Changing Experience!
By Susan Wegner

u FIND OUT MORE
contact Go Team coordinator, Susan wegner, 
630.876.6685, swegner@wheatonbible.org. 

 u wheatonbible.org/GO

go TEamS:

“i encourage everyone to go on a GO Team,” sam 
adds. “You should expect God to work through you 
and in you. Go and sow the seed. Allow God to 
prepare the soil and reap His harvest.” 
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ALL IN
for as long as you’ve been giving to Wheaton Bible Church, 
you’ve been able to designate where your gift would go— 
to the Building fund, Caring fund, Iglesia del Pueblo, General 
fund, and others. But during the two years of ALL IN, we are 
simplifying our giving. We will continue to support each of 
those specific needs, but it will be through gifts to a single  
fund, rather than having to repeatedly designate our gifts. 

WHY a sinGlE Fund? 
There are four reasons why we’re making this change. First, 
a by-product of the traditional way of giving is the need for 
multiple appeals throughout the year—appeals that might 
make it appear that ministries are in competition for funding. 

on those occasions, individuals and families are asked—in ad-
dition to their regular giving—to bring a special offering when 
a need or project comes along—possibly for one of our three 
church-wide initiatives or for a special missions project. and 
even though we limited the “asks” to four to six a year, this can 
be confusing and/or overwhelming, both to the faithful giver 
and to the individual or family that is growing in generosity. 

Second, this one-fund giving approach takes away the 
ambiguity of special requests for “above and beyond” gifts, 
a label that for some raises the question of, “above-and-
beyond what?” even at our church, there are a significant 
number of people that do not give regularly—people who 
wonder what it means to go “above and beyond” their 
nonexistent giving. rather than engaging them in the 
regular, joyful, proportional giving that the Scriptures teach, 
a typical two-fund generosity effort could sideline them.  

Third, since moving to our new campus, our giving opportuni-
ties have grown as we have added and enlarged ministries and 
begun to pay back the money borrowed to build our campus.

Fourth, with one-fund giving, each of us can pray and think 
about the total amount God is calling us to give to the minis-
tries of our church over the next two years. our single “ask” is 
to intentionally seek God’s leading as to how he would have 
us invest in his Kingdom work through wheaton Bible church. 

HoW all in GivinG WorKs
during the two years of aLL IN, all giving (what would  
previously have been designated to the General, hispanic,  
caring, Puente del Pueblo, Move, hope Kenya, mission  
projects, building, or other specific needs) will be  
combined into a single fund. 

each person’s giving will be used for every project that  
is part of our church’s ministry. (The only exception is  
the contributions for short-term mission trips. These  
funds would continue to be separate.) 

bEnEFits and advantaGEs

one of the great advantages of the one-fund giving approach 
is the focus it brings to the entire ministry plan budget, 
reinforcing our complete vision and providing mission 
alignment for the entire church family.

 It “connects the dots” between the everyday mission  
of wBc and the everyday commitment of each person— 
allowing us all to see our budget not as “overhead” or 
this project or that, but as the engine that fuels all our 
ministries. This approach makes clear the impact of our 
giving and reminds us why God wants us to give to the 
local church and invest our money in his Kingdom. 

one-fund giving also solidifies the personal involvement  
of each individual and the commitment of our congregation  
as a whole, connecting our everyday generosity with stories  
of lives changed and other evidence of how God is at work 
in us and through us. 

a NEw way oF gIvINg By Scott Landon



Why We love Financial 
peace University!
By Rhonda and Greg Ford

RHONDA: when we 
were first married, we 
both had full-time jobs.  
we had two paychecks, 
and we had money 
left over after we 
paid the bills. we 
were living very 

comfortably. when I became a full-time mom and I 
didn’t work outside the home, we continued to live as 
if we had two paychecks. I used the credit card to pay 
for things that the paycheck didn’t cover. when the 
credit card bill came in, Greg would say, “where did 
all these charges come from?” and I would say, “well, 
we had to have it. You pay the bills. Figure it out.”

GREG: our credit-card debt had become out of control,  
and I knew we were in a lot of trouble when we started  
making our mortgage payment on our credit card. So  
having been in real estate for a long period of time, I 
decided to make some real estate investments. and  
unfortunately, as the economy started going down,  
so did my real estate investments. and it really kind of  
threw us for a loop.  

we had a couple of friends that said, “hey, you really need 
to go to Financial Peace University.” didn’t know anything 
about it. So we tried it out, and, my goodness, it really  
helped us dramatically. I had taken care of the budgeting  
for twenty-five years, and I hadn’t really allowed rhonda 
to do any of the check writing or anything in regards to 
budgeting. So the first couple of sessions were extremely  
difficult for us. But I tell you what, that was life changing  
for us. we committed to doing this together.

RHONDA: when we began doing Financial Peace 
University about four years ago, our marriage really began 
to heal, not just in financial issues but in our communica-
tion and our relationship. we began to make decisions 
together. our kids would see us working on these things 
together. It had a great impact on them to see us work 
through things even when it was really hard.  It has given 
us a tremendous amount of freedom in our communica-
tion about finances.  we don’t have it all mastered or 
perfected, but we are working on it together, and we do 
not use credit cards. I would recommend anyone taking 
Financial Peace University—the sooner the better! n

u INTErESTEd? Join the 9-week class starting in 
January. More at wheatonbible.org/FPU!
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Single-fund giving also helps us grow in the spiritual discipline 
of honoring and obeying God through our giving and allows 
each of us as givers—whatever the size of our gift—to 
participate in all four areas of giving taught in the Bible: 

Giving to those who teach and minister 
—Galatians 6:6

Giving to missionaries who spread the Gospel 
—1 corinthians 9:14

Giving to the poor —Proverbs 19:17

Giving to believers in need —James 2:15–16

on a practical level, combining numerous giving areas also 
streamlines our accounting processes, which reduces our 
processing costs. and because one-fund giving is new, we 
believe this new way of giving can have an energizing “this  
is different from anything we have done before” feeling,  
which can help even faithful, long-time givers take a fresh 
look at their giving and why we are called to give. 

Most important, we believe that this way of giving allows  
us to grow as a church of ever-more-consistent, intentional  
givers, who are even more willing and more obedient  
stewards of all God has entrusted to us. n

—FaQs—
Will ALL IN maintain our support to missions? 
Yes. Many people thought when we moved to our 
new campus that our missions outreach, both locally 
and globally, would be reduced. In actuality, our 
commitments to missions have grown, and we are 
doing more ministry in those areas than ever before. 

How will our annual budgets be determined? we 
will continue to budget expenses strategically and 
will track expenses the same as we always have. The 
congregation will continue to approve the annual 
budget and receive the annual report showing actual 
revenue and expenses compared to budget.

Can I still designate a gift? Yes. while we believe 
strongly in the benefits of the aLL IN fund, you may 
still designate a gift if you so desire. Both the wBc 
giving envelopes and the online giving form provide 
space for you to indicate a designation for your gift.

AddItIonAL questIons About thIs new wAy oF GIVInG?  
check out our FaQs at wheatonbible.org/ALLIN  
or contact Scott Landon, slandon@wheatonbible.org,  
630.876.6621.
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How long have you been a member of Wheaton bible  
Church? tell us why and how?
My wife, Susan, and I have attended for 19 years and have been 
members for 15 years. after moving to wheaton, we were invit-
ed by Susan’s aerobics instructor to visit the church and Provi-
dence adult community. we had visited a couple times almost 
a year before, but the connections we made with the people 
in Providence sealed the deal, and we’ve been here ever since.

describe a memorable church experience. 
Some that immediately come to mind: working in the nursery 
during the Sunday evening services we used to have, serving 
every year with dr. Paul Jordan to set up the Great Family Fun 
Fair, taking Go Team trips (chicago, dominican republic, Mo-
rocco, and France), and delivering christmas gifts to children 
of detainees in cook county. There are so many more! Give 
me a call or let me buy you a coffee, and I’ll talk your arm off!

How long have you been an Elder?
For four and a half years.

What is the most challenging part of being an Elder?  
What is the most rewarding part? 
I’m a fixer and a control freak by nature. Things that are 
obviously not in my power to fix continually drive me 

to my knees before the Lord. So I find myself most chal-
lenged and rewarded as an elder where God meets me 
the most: where I cannot succeed unless he shows up. 

Most of the time that place of challenge and reward 
involves helping people who are hurting and struggling. 
what do you tell someone who is facing death? how do 
you help a person who has years or even decades of bad 
decisions? what do you say to a faithful spouse who’s 
been betrayed or to a spouse who’s been unfaithful?

It is always rewarding to surround these situations with 
Scripture and watch the holy Spirit use it to bring relief,  
perspective, or peace. For example, Philippians 2 is  
always uplifting, and I love 1 corinthians 10:13: 

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he 
will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.

How and when did you accept Christ as your savior? 
I was in the third grade. I became very concerned about 
where I would spend eternity. My parents read John 3:16 to 
me and explained that I could have eternal life by accepting 
God’s gift of Jesus and his death for my sin. So, I did just that. 

What is your favorite scripture verse? Why?
Because of the influence Tom williams (rhonda Bugh’s first  
husband, who died of cancer in 2005) in my life, I’d say my  
favorite verse is Tom’s life verse, acts 20:24: “I consider my  
life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task  
of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.”

tell us about growing up.
I am the oldest of four kids, with one younger sister and  
two younger brothers. In addition, my parents took in a  
14-year-old foster kid named Bob for a couple of years  
when I was in early elementary school. My parents strived  
to model authentic christ-following lives and pointed the  
four of us children to Jesus. 

we moved a lot, and the most I attended any one school was 
three years until I went to wabash college. dad was a teacher 
and coach, and later, a high school principal. That mostly was 
in Indiana until the last 15 years of his career, when he worked 
overseas as a headmaster of an international school in Japan 
and a superintendent of an oil company’s school in venezuela. 

dad’s love of sports, his coaching, and involvement with the 
schools we attended meant we virtually lived at school, in the 
gym, or on the practice fields—practicing, playing, or working 
out. we also spent significant time at my grandmother’s lake 
cabin water-skiing, cutting wood, and being on the water.

ELDER PROFILE: sCOTT McCLAIN



my 
story BY sCott McCLAIn

35Winter 2012/2013  |  LIFE at Wheaton Bible Church

during my second- and third-grade years, from 1970 to 1972, 
dad and Mom took us to the dominican republic. we lived 
in Santo domingo the first year and Bonao the second year. 

describe your family. 
Susan and I have been married for 26 years. we have two  
beautiful daughters: catherine, who’s nineteen and a  
sophomore at cedarville college in ohio, and Sarah, a  
seventeen-year-old junior at wheaton academy. we really  
enjoy being together as a family at home, sailing, skiing  
(water or snow), and traveling.

tell us a story about your upbringing or life that offers  
insight about you or your walk with God. 
I flew the a-6e Intruder for the Marine corps and was on 
track to have a very successful career as a Marine officer. In 
october 1990, before the first Gulf war, during an air sup-
port mission 12 miles south of Kuwait, I hit an uncharted, 
unlit, and abandoned 320-foot-tall radio tower while going 
about 500 mph. The impact cut off about twelve feet of 
the right wing and one of the tower’s support wires shaved 
off six feet of the right engine intake. I was extremely 
fortunate to survive the initial accident, regain control of 
the jet, and fly it back and land at our base in Bahrain. 

For numerous ill-conceived reasons, I chose to lie about my 
altitude during the investigation of the incident. at the end of 
the day, the lie became the issue that caused the Marine corps 
to take away my flight status and ask me to select another job 
in the Marines. Instead, I choose to become a civilian and got

a job with american airlines (aa). although my career at aa 
certainly has not been anything close to what aa promised 
it would be, God has been faithful, and he has provided for 
me and our family all along. Truly, we have been blessed.

if you could speak with each member of the congregation,  
what would you say? 
I would point them to Jeremiah 29:11: “‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ declares the lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” Jeremiah 
wrote this to a nation in exile. Their homes had been burned 
to the ground, and everyone they knew—friends and loved 
ones—had been brutalized and killed or carted off to a foreign 
land to live for the rest of their lives and generations after 
them in poverty and slavery. Still, God, through Jeremiah, 
promises hope and prosperity in their future. If people in these 
circumstances could have hope, how much more can we?

My friends, it is all about relationship. God created you to 
know and be known by him, to walk with him every second 
of every day for eternity, and to be filled to overflowing with 
his love and grace so that we can all, like Jesus and through 
the power of the holy Spirit, live lives that touch and change 
other people’s lives for eternity and to God’s glory. at the 
end of the day, at the end of our lives, it’s our relationships 
that matter, not our things, activities, or even our careers. 

My prayer for our congregation is that we would grasp 
the fact that all God wants from us is our hearts. n

Saturday night, october 13, 1990. I  
was practicing close air-support 

missions 12 miles south of Kuwait with 
a Marine Forward air controller, when 
my a-6e Intruder hit an uncharted, 
unlit, and abandoned 320-foot-tall 
radio tower at 200 feet and 450 knots 
(518 mph). The collision cut off about 
12 feet of the right wing and six feet of 
the right engine intake from the jet. 

I was able to recover the airplane to 
controlled flight and flew it about an  
hour to our base on the island of Bahrain. 

obviously there is much more to the  
story, but the heart of the matter is that  
at this point in my life, I was completely  
sold out to doing whatever it took to be  
the best Marine aviator I could be and  

was willing to do just about anything  
to further my career. 

when the time came to make a report 
on the accident, I wrongly thought that 
the best course of action would be to 
lie and say I didn’t know the plane’s 
altitude when the accident happened. 
(More long story to this, but it was almost 
a day before I knew what I’d hit, and I 
was trying to deflect any overreaction 
from my commanding officer.) 

eventually I was caught in the lie, and my 
lack of integrity, rather than the accident 
itself, became the issue. I was given a 
punitive letter of reprimand for negli-
gently damaging an airplane and had my 
flight status removed. I was asked to pick 
another job specialty in the Marine corps, 

and I asked to be released from active 
duty. That request was granted, and I 
got out of the Marines on June 1, 1991. 

when all I had worked so hard to be  
and sacrificed so much to achieve came  
crashing down around me, I remembered  
Proverbs 3:5–6, that I should trust in God  
and his plan and he would direct my  
path, that he had a plan for me and that  
it was good. 

having accepted christ as my Savior as a 
child, I began the process of making him 
Lord in my life. Until then I had lived as  
though life were all about me; now 
I know it’s all about living in God’s 
Kingdom, in light of his love and the 
grace he offers everyone in Jesus 
christ, even a sinner like me! n
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elders, Pastors, Shepherds, and Staff
even though we are a big church, it is our desire to meet the needs of our church family for spiritual care and guidance. The 
men and women listed below—our Pastors, elders, Shepherds, and staff—each have a role in making that goal a reality.  

 elders 

Rob Bugh, Senior Pastor 
rbugh@wheatonbible.org

Duane Martin, chairman 
mt29028@aol.com

steve scholes, vice chairman 
sscholes@mwe.com

Mel Priess, Secretary 
priesssold@aol.com 

Ken Amstutz, Treasurer 
ken@avenuemortgage.com

Martín Hernandez 
valadez70@sbcglobal.net

Lee Lewis 
lllewis@ameritech.net

 Jeff Jacob 
jjacob@jacobandhefner.com

John Hoekenga 
johnhoekenga@gmail.com

Chuck stair 
cwstair@comcast.net 

José Luis Orta 
jorta@esdesign.com

Dave Endrody 
davidendrody@tyndale.com

Grant Garnett 
gkgarnett@gmail.com

scott McClain 
s_mcclain@sbcglobal.net

staFF leadershIp team

Rob Bugh, Senior Pastor 
630.876.6605,  
rbugh@wheatonbible.org

scott Landon, executive director 
630.876.6621,  
slandon@wheatonbible.org

Jeff Walser, executive 
discipleship Pastor 
630.876.6645,  
jeffwalser@wheatonbible.org

Hanibal Rodriguez,  
Iglesia Teaching Pastor  
630.876.6631,  
hrodgriguez@wheatonbible.org

Juan Marcos Gomez, Iglesia 
community Life Pastor  
630.876.6614,  
jmgomez@wheatonbible.org 

sergio Villanueva, 
Iglesia worship Pastor  
630.876.6644,  
svillanueva@wheatonbible.org

Brian Hogan, Pastor of  
worship and creative arts  
630.876.6617,  
bhogan@wheatonbible.org

Chris McElwee, Local 
Impact Pastor 
630.876.6624,  
cmcelwee@wheatonbible.org

Ted Coniaris, Lead  
community Life Pastor  
630.876.6606,  
tconiaris@wheatonbible.org

Mark Irvin,  Pastor of Marriage, 
Men and Mid-adults 
630.876.6672,  
mirvin@wheatonbible.org

Kellie Kammes, director  
of women’s Ministry 
630.876.6619  
kkammes@wheatonbible.org

Marie Allison, director  
of connect Ministry 
630.876.6601,  
mallison@wheatonbible.org 

Vance Frusher, children’s Pastor 
630.876.6611  
vfrusher@wheatonbible.org

Bill Oberlin, Pastor of  
Global outreach 
630.876.6649,  
boberlin@wheatonbible.org 

Jeff Erickson, director of  
operations and Planning 
630.876.6609  
jerickson@wheatonbible.org

Dave Thomson, director  
of communication 
630.876.6642,  
dthomson@wheatonbible.org

shepherds

who are the Shepherds? They are staff members, elders, and lay leaders who provide care, guidance, and vision to the  
various “communities” within our church. Ideally, we are each connected to one or more of these communities. You  
may be part of a Sunday-morning adult community or belong to one of our Bible study communities—like huddle  
or Place4You. You may be part of multiple communities in our church. each community within our congregation  
is under the care of one or more members of our Shepherding Team. These are our  shepherds:

 sunday morning Communities

 Ambassadors—Tim and ann Gemmel, John and cristi Foos
AsOne—chris and Kim rohde
Bridges—John white
Community for Christ—John white
Connections—John hoekenga, Jim Goetz
Cornerstone—Grant and anne Garnett
Covenant—Mel Priess
Ecclesia—dave and Lynne endrody
Essential—Mark Nelson
Foundation Builders—Jonathan Ziman
Genesis—duane and Mary ellen Martin
Homebuilders—dennis and ruth Gibson
Koinonia—chris and Kirsten Borrink

Legacy—John white
Pathways—chris white
Providence—Lee and Nancy Lewis
Peoples—John white
sojourners—John Kennedy
Woman to Woman—wendy Larson

Bible study Communities

Huddle—Scott Mcclain, Tim Traxinger
saturday Morning Men’s Bible study—Scott duncan, dave Lisson,  
dean annen
single Purpose—Jonathan Ziman
Place4You—rhonda Ford, amy hogan, Sharon Irvin,  Kellie Kammes
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adult ministry 
•	 Sunday adult classes

•	 college Ministry 

•	 Young adult 

•	 Singles 35+

rhonda Ford, 630.876.6610 
rford@wheatonbible.org

alpha
angie roberts, 630.876.6659 
connect@wheatonbible.org

baptism 
caroljoy Spensley, 630.876.6635 
baptism@wheatonbible.org 

Chapters bookstore 
Nicole camargo, 630.876.6673 
chapters@wheatonbible.org

Children’s ministry
Pam Moore, 630.876.6627 
pmoore@wheatonbible.org

Church Finance/Giving
Michael Miles, 630.876.6625 
financedept@wheatonbible.org

Communication
dave Thomson, 630.876.6642 
dthomson@wheatonbible.org

Community Groups
rhonda Ford, 630.876.6610
rford@wheatonbible.org

Family ministry
Pam Moore, 630.876.6627 
pmoore@wheatonbible.org

Funerals 
caroljoy Spensley, 630.876.6635 
cjspensley@wheatonbible.org

Getting Connected 
angie roberts, 630.876.6659 
connect@wheatonbible.org

Global outreach
•	 Go Teams
•	 heart for aIdS
•	 Move Initiative
Jan Sokoloski, 630.876.6630 
globaloutreach@wheatonbible.org 

iglesia del Pueblo
Bianca carmona, 630.876.6623 
bcarmona@wheatonbible.org

low income legal aid
administer Justice, 877.778.6006
help@administerjustice.org

library 
Judi Turek, 630.876.6671  
library@wheatonbible.org 

local impact 
Katie Labosier, 630.876.6628
klabosier@wheatonbible.org  

maturing adults
Susan hands, 630.260.1600
shands@wheatonbible.org

membership 
angie roberts, 630.876.6659 
connect@wheatonbible.org

men’s ministry 
Becky anderson, 630.876.6602 
banderson@wheatonbible.org 

Preschool—Weekdays
esther erickson, 630.876.6674 
eerickson@wheatonbible.org   

Puente del Pueblo
Matthew McNiel, 630.876.6681
mmcniel@wheatonbible.org

scheduling a room
Judi Gillison, 630.876.6612 
jgillison@wheatonbible.org

student ministry
amanda McLaughlin, 630.876.6650
studentministries@wheatonbible.org

support Groups
Bill Brown , 630.876.6686 
bbrown@wheatonbible.org

volunteering
rhonda Ford, 630.876.6610
rford@wheatonbible.org

Weddings 
Judi Gillison, 630.876.6612 
jgillison@wheatonbible.org

Women’s ministry 
Becky anderson, 630.876.6602 
women@wheatonbible.org 

Worship and Creative arts
caroljoy Spensley, 630.876.6635 
cjspensley@wheatonbible.org

When is the indoor playground,  
the Play Zone, open?
•	 Monday, 8:00 am–5:00 pm

•	 Tuesday–Friday, 8:00–9:15 am, 
11:35 am–1:00 pm, 3:00–5:00 pm

•	 Saturday, 8:00 am–12:00 pm

•	 Sunday, closed

•	 Parental supervision and 
socks required.

What are the library and 
dvd Corner hours?
•	 The Library is open when 

the building is open.

•	 The dvd corner is open Sunday 
and wednesday mornings.

When is Gathering Grounds open?
•	 wednesday, 9:00 am–1:00 pm 

•	 Sunday, 7:00 am–2:00 pm

What are hours for Chapters bookstore?
•	   Monday–Friday, 9:00 am–2:00 pm

•	 wednesday, 6:30 –9:00 pm

•	 Sunday, 7:30 am–2:00 pm 

i wasn’t here on sunday.  
How can i make an offering?
•	   There is a drop-box slot in  

the atrium wall. It is next to the  
west worship center doors and  
to the right of the visitor center. 

•	 You can also give online at  
wheatonbible.org/Give. 

When is the Prayer tower open?
•	 The Prayer Tower is available 

when the building is open.

Where is the lost and Found?
•	   The Lost and Found is located 

in a large cabinet on the main 
level, to the right of the children’s 
Ministry welcome desk.

•	 also at the main welcome desk  
in the atrium.

How can i listen to sermons?
•	 Sunday sermons are available on 

the wBc website, through the 
wBc app, and by podcast.

For answers to other questions, call 
the Welcome desk, 630.260.1600, or 
visit our website, wheatonbible.org

FaQ/ContaCt
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Whether you’re just getting married or been married for 60 years,
think you have a perfect marriage or are struggling,

don’t miss this day of fun and discovery that can help you
build the marriage of your dreams!

THE MARRIAGE
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED

CONFERENCE
featuring Dr. Gary Chapman 

author of NY Times bestseller The 5 Love Languages

Purchase tickets, order an optional box lunch* and register for childcare*
online at www.Invest InYourMarriage.org

or in Chapters Bookstore
*Box lunches and childcare must be purchased in advance.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 9:00 AM–3:30 PM 


