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With a name like Wheaton Bible Church, it’s clear that 
we put an emphasis on God’s Word. The Bible is what we 
teach and preach. It’s woven throughout the content of our 
constitution and in our statements of belief. God’s Word is 
the foundation upon which we’ve built what we believe and 
how we function as a church—and that is a wonderful thing!  

But just as we are a church that centers on the Bible, it is my prayer 
that we would also be individuals who are centered on God’s Word.

As others have pointed out, the Bible is not just a book about God. 
It is a book from God, divinely inspired to infuse us with grace. For 
us to be ambassadors of grace in our homes and workplaces and 
neighborhoods—clothed in the garments of grace, living lives of 
gentleness and humility and patience—we need the Word of Grace. 

It is the steady intake of God’s Word that alone has the power to kill 
the “me-ism”—the self-centeredness that shows up as our need for 
power and prominence and comfort and pleasure and the need to get 
things our way—that’s resident in the sinful nature of all of us. 

So on the front end of 2013, I want to challenge you to make this the 
year that you really give yourself to reading the Bible, memorizing 
the Bible, talking about the Bible, getting into Bible study—making 
the devotional reading of the Bible a priority in your life. May we 
more and more become people of grace as we are changed through 
the power of the Word.

In awe of His amazing love,

Rob Bugh,  
Senior Pastor



ABOuT THis issue . . .
The connections between our church and the people who 
live in the Timber Lake apartments are strong and growing 
stronger. Puente del Pueblo—our Local Impact ministry 
in west chicago—has touched most of the 2,000 people 
who live at Timber Lake in one way or another. In addition, 
an Iglesia del Pueblo community Group meets and serves 
within the Timber Lake complex, and a number of those 
who worship at wBc and Iglesia call Timber Lake home. 

For that reason, news of a devastating fire in one of the 
apartment buildings there, on a Sunday morning in 
November, called for immediate action by our english 
and Spanish congregations. we’re pleased to report on 
that response—and much more—in this issue of LIFE at 
Wheaton Bible Church. 

u Find LIFE online at
www.lifeatwheatonbiblechurch.com
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We exist to … 
love God, grow together,  
                            and reach the world.

The mission of wheaton Bible church is to love God,  
grow together, and reach the world. we believe that  
God has called the whole church—young or old, single  
or married, new or long-time believers—to a lifelong 
 journey of becoming and making disciples of Jesus  
christ. our mission captures, in simple phrases, what  
Jesus expressed in the Great commandment and the  
Great commission. Jesus loved God, loved others, and 
shared this Good News with all who would listen. we  
want to do what he commanded and live the way he lived.

our mission is represented visually using three interlocking 
circular shapes. each element is unique, yet it cannot be 

separated from the other two. The arrows suggest continual movement. Loving God  
keeps our eyes focused on the author and Sustainer of our faith and flourishes best 
among a loving community of believers. Growing together is an ongoing process that is 
born from our love for God and must flow out into reaching the world. Reaching the world 
is a journey fueled by the desire to see all people come to know and love God.

our mission provides focus and direction. everything we do as a church begins 
with it. our annual plans, ministries, worship services, and communication  
are all evaluated against it. 
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HELPING WHEN
OUR NEIGHBORS
ARE HURTING
ThE STOry OF ThE TiMBEr LakE aparTMEnTS FirE

Multiple fire departments worked to extinguish a fire at the Timber Lake apartments. Photo by daily herald Staff Photographer Mark Black. Used by permission.
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At 9:45 am on Sunday, November 4, 2012, 
the second worship service at wheaton Bible church was 
just beginning. a few miles down the road at Timber Lake 
apartments, Juana and Jose rangel were asleep in their 
third-floor apartment, having worked the graveyard shift the 
night before.

Their son, ten-year-old christopher, heard the baby crying and 
woke his mother, Juana, to feed him. as christopher left  his 
parents’ room, he heard screaming and shouting, “Fire!” he ran 
to the balcony, expecting to see a fire in the distance. Instead, 
he was shocked to see that the balcony adjacent to his own 
was ablaze. 

Terrified that his home was about to blow up as fire met gas, 
christopher pounded on his mother’s door, screaming, “The 
building is on fire!” he then ran out the door. 

Juana, still half asleep, did not believe there was really a fire 
but came out to see where her son had gone. She opened her 
apartment door and called, “where are you, christopher?” 

when she heard sounds in the hallway and noticed a bad 
smell, she reconsidered. coming back into her apartment, 
Juana grabbed her baby and woke her husband, Jose. 

already the hallway was full of smoke. “I covered my baby, and 
I ran,” she said. In the hallway, she met police and firefighters, 
who urged her to move quickly. 

By Catherine McNiel
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when she found ten-year-old christopher outside, she noticed 
he was barefoot. “where are your shoes?” she asked.

“I saw fire, so I ran!”  he responded. 

Together they went around the building and saw that their 
windows were overtaken by fire. To keep the baby warm, they 
went into the management office but continued to watch as 
their home burned. 

“I was in shock,” Juana said. “as I saw how my apartment was 
burning, I was crying and crying. ”Juana, who is diabetic, literally 
did go into shock and was taken by ambulance to the hospital. 

Meanwhile, L. Susan drennan and her boyfriend, Gary were 
watching television when they heard loud knocking and 
yelling about fire and gas. They quickly grabbed their winter 
coats, and Gary ran outside with them while Susan took a split 
second to think. 

“Standing in my living room, I was thinking, I have three to 
four minutes to get out. I knew if I could ever come back in, it 
wouldn’t be the same.” 

THe DevAsTATiOn
She grabbed her purse, her laptop, and clothes for work. as 
she ran down the stairs, she passed the firefighters running up. 

Twenty-six families—90 people, including 36 children—lost 
their homes that day. 

The damage was extensive. The fire destroyed all the units in 
the building; most of the contents were considered a total loss. 
The following hours and days were critical for the nearly one 
hundred people, who were displaced, in shock, and grieving. 

THe respOnse
Those affected were quickly surrounded by members of the 
fire and police departments, representatives of Timber Lake 
management (Northridge holdings), volunteers and staff from 
wheaton Bible church and Iglesia del Pueblo, the Puente del 
Pueblo team, staff from outreach community center, and red 
cross workers. representatives of the city of west chicago, 
duPage county, and School district 33 were also involved. 

Together they worked to provide for the most immediate 
needs. The evening of the fire, all families affected by it had a 
safe place to stay, either with friends and family or in a local 
motel, paid for by the red cross and arranged by Northridge 
holdings. 

The next day, the relief teams had delivered basic provisions 
to each family, and Timber Lake had arranged for most of the 
families to lease a new apartment in the complex. Puente del 
Pueblo, wBc’s onsite initiative at Timber Lake, began assessing 
specific longer-term needs, including furniture and document 
replacement. 

The people of wheaton Bible church and others in the 
community responded with an outpouring of donations, 
and a “store” was set up in the community center, where 
residents could “shop” for the items that would most meet 
their individual needs. over 50 volunteers from wheaton Bible 
church and Iglesia del Pueblo responded to assist. 

one of Puente’s roles in the days after the fire was to facilitate 
effective communication between the fire victims and the 
various agencies and departments offering assistance. 
Meetings were held to provide meals and to discuss the 
actions being taken and expectations for the coming days. 

one of the most pressing questions the nearly one hundred 
displaced residents had was whether or not they would be 
allowed access to their apartments to retrieve any belongings 
that had survived. Many people didn’t have their wallets, car 
keys, important papers, daily medications, or shoes. 

Susan recalls the level of anxiety and uncertainty residents 
felt during the meetings as they discussed the possibility 
of reentry. “If you haven’t been through something like this 
before, you don’t realize that there’s no guarantee you can get 
into the building to retrieve your things—the things that make 
up your life.” 

For many of the victims, language was a barrier, which added 
to their vulnerability and made communication more difficult. 
also, many were recent immigrants who relied on cash and 
paper documents kept in their homes. 

A Brief reenTry
Nearly a week later, the residents were allowed two 
opportunities to enter the devastated building. For thirty 
minutes on Friday and two hours on Saturday, volunteers 
from Puente del Pueblo assisted residents as they quickly and 
carefully retrieved what they could. 

“You aren’t really prepared for a fire-recovery situation,” Susan 
said. “There was plywood on the windows and doors, so even 
in the daytime we had to go in with flashlights. everything was 
very damp, musty, and smoky. everything that wasn’t burned 
had smoke or water damage.” 

Photos by chris M
celw
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Susan remembers feeling like part of a hazmat team, wearing 
several layers of clothes to stay warm and carrying plastic tubs 
and boxes. The help from carlos, the Puente volunteer who 
accompanied her, was invaluable, she says. 

“we prepared this and that and he took them downstairs, 
so I didn’t have to spend time coming and going. honestly, I 
couldn’t have done it without him. Later I found out that he 
helped a family on the third floor as well. That is remarkable, 
because that wasn’t easy.” 

an hour into the work, it started to rain. Because of the 
damage to the building, the water came right in on top of 
them. Susan recalls how strange and surreal that day was—yet 
how helpful and friendly the residents and volunteers were to 
one another. 

“It was neighbor helping neighbor,” she 
said. “Many times in my life I have helped 
other people, but that day I found myself 
accepting help from others.
In my case, this was twenty years of the stuff you call your life. 
Seeing it destroyed and sorting through the remains in such a 
short time—that’s a tough concept to grasp.” 

as difficult as that experience was, leaving the building that 
day was even harder, Susan says. “You know that recovery is 
over and what you were able to salvage is all you’ll have.”

Because they were so close to the fire’s point of origin, the 
rangel family lost nearly everything. “our place was totally 
destroyed. The walls fell down to the first floor, the bedroom 
walls fell onto our beds.” They were able to salvage one 
good set of pots and a few dishes but lost all their papers. 
Their eldest son had been in the process of an important 
immigration application; he had finished all his paperwork 
but had not yet submitted the files. all that effort went up in 
the blaze, as did their cash—what they had saved for the next 
month’s rent as well as money they planned to send to family 
in Mexico. Furthermore, their son works in landscaping, and 
his work season had ended just before the fire, so he won’t 
have a chance to earn the money necessary to reenter the 
application process for many months. 

“You can live through tragedy,” Jose said as he reflected on 
these losses, “but in your heart or mind is the thought Why did 
this happen?”

as the fire was burning, Jose’s first thought was How can we 
stop the fire from destroying everything?

“It is a big tragedy,” he says, looking back. “I was surprised, 
afraid, for my children and for us. My children were so scared, 
crying, astonished. we think God put this in our way to teach 
us to be prepared. It is not easy for us, but we have to accept 
what God gives us. after this experience we hope it will not 
happen again, but only God is sovereign, and he knows.” 

Trying to adjust to a new normal is challenging. although
most people’s new apartments have the same floor plan as 
their previous ones, don’t feel yet like home and they are 
almost empty instead of full. 

Susan says she and Gary are living life with more gratitude 
now and that the experience has enlarged their perspective. 
“Families with kids are hugging them more closely now. You 
think something like this is going to happen to someone else. 
For weeks before the fire, we were watching hurricane Sandy 
coverage on television. we had no idea we were about to join 
them. Now I realize you have to ask yourself What would you 
take with you? once the door closes you don’t always get to 
come back in. The most important take away for me was those 
three-to-four minutes. I had no idea.” 

Susan affirms that the most important thing is that everyone 
was safe and no lives were lost. on the other hand, she says, 
rebuilding your life takes time and money, and timely, sensitive 
help is so needed. She believes that in this respect she and her 
neighbors were very fortunate, pointing out that it really did 
take a village to get this job done. 

“It was such a tremendous effort between wheaton Bible 
church, Puente del Pueblo, and the Timber Lake management 
office. They coordinated their efforts for the families who really 
needed assistance.” 

right after the fire, she said, “we were all the same, sitting 
with what we had with us—and that’s all. It didn’t matter what 
backgrounds we had. Puente was the 
arm of wBc, and together with 
the Timber Lake management 
office went above and beyond 
in getting us to a motel for the 
first night and then into new 
apartments. and they fought 
to give us extra time to retrieve our things from our homes.”

“Seeing this experience unfold gave us a compelling reason 
to attend wheaton Bible church” said Susan. She and her 
boyfriend had not attended before the fire but now attend 
the worship Service and have visited several of the adult 
communities. 

She adds, “It is important for the wheaton Bible church 
community to know the value of what they did. You mobilized 
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a wealth of donations!
Miriam and antonio alanis select a dining room set 
at Jubilee Furniture.

The antonio family shops for replacement items 
with vouchers at Jubilee Furniture.
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quickly to do a huge job. The leadership said what they 
needed and the people of the church did what they could. 
It meant a lot to the families. It meant a lot to us. Sometimes 
important things go unsaid, but it is important to know we 
appreciated it. You treated us like family—with a “warm hug” 
level of involvement.” 

She was amazed by people like carlos who came out on 
a Saturday morning to help strangers they had never met 
before—and said they were happy to do it. 

“They didn’t do it for the credit but for God,” she added. 
“That’s why we decided to go to wheaton Bible church. It 
was amazing. and if an english Bible study starts up in the 
clubhouse, we’ll be there.” 

The impact of christ’s body working together was felt not 
only by those who lost their homes but also by the other 
agencies that responded. a red cross staffer came up to 
Matthew McNiel, director of Puente del Pueblo, the night 
after the incident and said, “This is amazing. You guys 
are a church? we never see this kind of response. It is so 
fantastic, the way you are responding to this crisis.” 

Later, a public-relations representative for the duPage 
county office of homeland Security and emergency 
Management also approached Matthew to share 
how astonished everyone was to see a church and 
social-service agency (Puente del Pueblo and outreach 
community Ministries) working together so effectively. 

Juana rangel also gives thanks to the community that 
pitched in to help the people who lost their homes, 
“especially Puente del Pueblo, the red cross, Timber 
Lake management. I really am grateful. everything I 
have now is because of their provision. 

“In the beginning,” Juana said, “I felt sorry for 
myself because I had lost my things. But now I 
think God permitted this in my life because he had 
something better. I have received much blessing—
from friends, from people in my company, but 
more from this community. I can see clearly who 
is with me and who is not with me. after this, I 
cannot see smoke or even steam in the kitchen 
without fear. But this will eventually go away. we 
give thanks to God that we still have life. 

“Many have helped us at Puente del Pueblo so 
we are not left alone with nothing. Thank you 
for your company during this and for telling 
our story. we are grateful to have life.” ■

NORTHRIDGE HOLDINGS, LTD.
1020 W. FULLERTON AVE. SUITE GADDISON, IL  60101January 21, 2013

Pastor Bugh, Matthew McNiel, Chris McElwee, Puente del Pueblo, 

Iglesia del Pueblo, and the congregation of Wheaton Bible Church,

Words cannot express the blessing that you have been to the 

management and residents of Timber Lake Apartments. While the 

fire was still burning, and we were attending to the shock and despair 

of the residents of 24 apartments—who left their apartments with 

just the clothes on their back—I was receiving phone calls from your 

ministry offering your help. Within a couple of hours, you sent food 

and e-mailed 1,600 people requesting help for our residents. I saw a 

picture of the storeroom in your church six hours after the e-mail went 

out, filled with clothes and supplies. Each person in each family was 

given seven changes of clothing and then the leftovers were distributed 

to whoever needed them. It was like the five loaves and two fishes 

that were multiplied, distributed, and met the needs of the people.

It was a great testimony of the outpouring of God’s love, 

not only through words, but through your actions. Even 

the Mayor, Chief of Police, Fire Chief and the Red Cross, 

all individually said that they had never seen anything 

like the help and care that was given to the victims.
During the next week, the Wednesday night Bible study 

that you conduct at Timber Lake cooked several evening meals for 

all of the residents in the fire. You also provided help and trained 

counselors to assist, wipe the tears from their eyes and sustain them 

on the days they were able to go back into the building and retrieve 

whatever personal belongings they could salvage from the debris.

Many times, Cornelia and I thank God for the 
mysterious way that God has orchestrated His plan 

with your ministry at Timber Lake Apartments.
The love of God, through you, shines at Timber Lake 

Apartments and the rest of the Village of West Chicago!
Blessings,

Glenn and Cornelia Mueller

Photo by Jon Langham
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Catherine McNiel—who is married to Puente’s Director, Matthew McNiel—has been part of Puente del Pueblo since 
its inception in 2008. She loves writing about everyday miracles. She and Matthew, parents of three young children, 
have attended Wheaton Bible Church for the past five years.

Not long after the fire, representatives of the west chicago Public Schools 
contacted Puente del Pueblo with another opportunity to serve the Timber Lake 

community: the district 33 board and the teachers’ union were at an impasse after 
sixteen months of contract negotiations. They believed a strike was imminent. 

For many working families in the community, it 
would be a significant hardship if their children 
suddenly required care during normal school hours. 

The district’s desire was to provide emergency childcare services for families who 
would be most impacted. Puente del Pueblo was asked to partner with the district to 
provide that care specifically for elementary school students who lived in Timber Lake. 

as anticipated, the strike went into effect in early February, and as requested, Puente 
del Pueblo offered childcare services to Timber Lake families for the three days of 
the strike, providing programming for twelve children on Monday, twenty-two on 
Tuesday, and thirty children by wednesday. 

Matthew McNiel, director of Puente del Pueblo, was blessed both by the opportunity 
to provide for the community and to see God’s provision for Puente. 

“we were so grateful to have the space available in the new facility we acquired last 
year that gave us the opportunity to do this” he said. “another way that God provided 
for us was bringing a volunteer teacher to fill an emergency staff absence at that 
time.” 

wheaton Bible church attender Linda carlson, a former public school and outreach 
community center after-school-program teacher, volunteered to teach a classroom, 
joining regular Puente staff wil Franco and Nena Silva. edguardo vega, a regular 
volunteer in Puente del Futuro, served as the program’s coordinator.

Puente’s priority during the strike, Matthew says, was making sure the families 
Puente serves were supported during a time when many would have faced a great 
deal of hardship in finding emergency childcare. 

carmen Marin, whose two daughters attended the program—and are also part of 
Puente’s regular after-school program—thanked the Puente team. 

”I am very grateful for the help they gave me,” she said. 
“May God give them continued willingness to help.”

Though Puente’s staff and volunteers were prepared to continue the program, 
an agreement was reached in time for students to return to school on that 
Thursday morning. 

 “we appreciate the hard work of both the school board and the teachers in coming 
to an agreement” Matthew said, “and all that both groups do to serve 
our community.” ■

Another Opportunity to Serve
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Puente teacher Nena Silva reads a story to the children.

Jonathan esquivel and Freddie Munoz enjoy the Puente program.

Learning continues during the teacher strike for Marielena.
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In May of last year, John Schultz was invited to talk to the men 
at the Thursday morning huddle about what God has been 
doing in his life. This is what he said.

John‘s Story
I’ll start by saying that I suspect I’m not too different from 
many of you. This is my sixth year in huddle, and until recently, 
my spiritual life has been a little bit like that movie Groundhog 
Day. have you seen that? It’s a movie about a guy who finds 
himself in kind of a time loop, repeating the same day over and 
over again. That was what was going on with me spiritually. I’d 
come to huddle every week and “get the play” and tell myself, 
I need to get out there. I need to do it better. I need to try harder. I 
need to be bolder for Christ. 

The guys at my table will tell you my favorite saying is “Nothing 
like a good Thursday-morning huddle to make me feel like a 
horrible christian.” 

Until just recently, it’s been like that. I’ve been struggling. I’ve 
been stuck. I’ve been in this comfortable orbit around God—
but still pretty much a coldhearted christian. I had all this head 
knowledge but not much going on in my heart. I wasn’t bold 
about doing anything for christ. I had no passion, and christ 
didn’t seem all that real. 

But all that changed for me recently as a result of taking on Jeff 
walser’s challenge to start reading in the Psalms every day. he 
encouraged us to read Psalm 1 each day and, in addition, to 
cycle through Psalms 30 to 40 on a daily basis. (So one day we 
would read Psalm 1 and Psalm 30. The next day we would read 
Psalm 1 and Psalm 31, then Psalms 1 and 32, and so on.)

a momEnt of Clarity
I was immediately struck by Psalm 1:1–3, which says, “Blessed 
is the one . . . whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who 
meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a tree 
planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 
whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.”

I’m reading that and thinking to myself, Man, I want to be that 
tree. I want to be like that tree. I want to have that for my life.

right away I realized that the only way I could do that, the only 
way I could meditate on God’s word day and night would be if 
I committed some Scripture verses to memory. Then I’d have 
them. I’d be able to meditate on them. I’d be able to repeat 
those verses to myself. 

So I started with Psalm 1. Then I moved through Psalm 23 and 
Psalm 40, and then into the New Testament: John 3:16–21 and 
ephesians 2:1–10. Next I moved through colossians. 

And something happened inside of me. 
Something changed.
The words in the Bible that I’d read so many times before had 
new meaning for me. They came to life. They actually became 
real. God had put them in my heart, and that has changed 
everything. 

ovErComing distraCtions
It’s amazing all that can go through your head when you’re 
trying to read the Bible. You’ve got a million things on your 
mind. You’re reading the Scriptures, and next thing you know, 
you’re thinking about what you need to get done at work, and 
you’re distracted. 

But reciting Scripture from memory shuts everything else out. It 
seems almost as if God is speaking to you directly.

It’s changed me, including how I deal with the stuff that used 
to make me angry. and I’m getting better at controlling my 
tongue. 

when it came to sharing my faith and telling others about 
Jesus, I’ve always felt as if I were trying to sell something, you 
know? I’m out there “selling” christ—and without the passion 
in my heart, people aren’t buying it. But since this experience, 
it’s not been something that I need to “sell.” 

Taking up Jeff’s challenge has gotten my heart on fire for God. 
It’s made a huge difference in my life.

once you have Scripture memorized, you take it anywhere 
you go. You’re in the car, you’re exercising, you wake up in 
the morning, you go to bed at night—what are you thinking 
about? God’s word, right? 

That’s what the christian life is all about. God 
wants our minds and our hearts. he wants us 
meditating on his word—and being able to 
do that has really changed my life. ■

BRE AK ING
 out of the loop

John Schultz is the president and CEO of P3Logic, an information services 
consulting firm. John and his wife, Karen, parents of three young adults, 
have attended WBC for two years and belong to the Pathways AC. John also 
uses his carpentry skills in Huddle’s ministry to widows and single moms.

John Schultz
with some of his 

“huddle buddies”

Photo by Jon Langham
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“I think I’m falling out of love 
with you.” Those words from 
Greg Bodin’s wife, Sandy, shook 
Greg to the very core. 
But although he was initially shocked by Sandy’s words, 
as he thought more about it, it made sense. Greg realized 
that he had pretty much checked out of his marriage, 
especially since their second son, Leo, had been born. 
around that time, Greg had gone to work for his father-in-
law’s contracting business. 

“Financially,” Greg says, “it served our family well. But 
with that job—in combination with another big side 
job I had taken on—I just threw myself into work and 

checked out of any family responsibilities other than 
bringing in a salary. 

“Through the process,” he says, “as I failed to be a good 
husband and father, Sandy understandably felt more and 
more distanced from me, and we grew apart.”

“I knew that I wasn’t the world’s greatest husband,” Greg 
recalls. “I knew I was focusing on work way too much, just 
to get away from the baby’s crying and my responsibility 
of helping and being a good father.” 

although Greg knew things weren’t great, “I didn’t think 
our marriage was in jeopardy,” he said. “But what I came 
to realize was that while I had never fallen out of love with 
Sandy, I wasn’t showing her love. I was stepping back. 
and when she said she was falling out of love with me, it 
knocked me off my feet.” 

TRANSFORMED

TWO LiVES, a MarriaGE, a FaMiLy

Greg, eddie, Leo, and 
Sandy Bodin at home
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running frOm gOD
The events that led up to Sandy’s statement actually began 
back in Greg’s early teen years. rebelling against the faith he 
had been taught since childhood, Greg ran from God all the 
way through high school and into his adult years. 

when it came time for college, Greg eagerly left home for 
Loyola University. That’s where he met Sandy.

when it came to matters of faith, he knew that she had been 
raised catholic, and she knew that he was “evangelical,” 
whatever that meant. 

“If you had seen what he looked like,” Sandy said, “piercings 
and spiky stuff, you would be surprised that he believed in 
God. and the only time we talked about spiritual things was to 
have arguments. ‘You guys believe this, and we believe that.’ 
But other than that, there was really nothing in our relation-
ship that had anything to do with God.” 

even so, Greg recalls, “we spent our first few years of marriage 
in marital bliss. Just enjoying life and enjoying each other. and 
then we had one child, and that was a great experience.” 

“Then our second child—a colicky baby who brought more 
challenges—was born, and that’s when I really checked out,” 
Greg admits.

with their first child, Greg’s hands-off stance was okay with 
Sandy. “as a mother, I thought I would just do everything. and 
I did it all without his help. But our second one cried for three 
months straight. If he wasn’t sleeping or eating, he was crying.

I took him to specialists and said, ‘Please, fix this.’ It was so hard.” 

“That’s when I needed Greg to help me, at least with our older 
son. and he would be in the room and he would do enough 
to keep eddie alive—give him some crackers or toss him a 
granola bar. But there was no attention. when our son would 
say, ‘daddy, this’ and ‘daddy, that,’ Greg would say, ‘Later, later, 
daddy’s busy.’ 

and that’s when the fights would start.

“I would say, ‘he needs you,’” Sandy recalls, “and he would say, 
‘he’s fine.’” 

A CruCiAL CAr riDe
with Sandy’s stunning statement still ringing in his ears, Greg 
was in his car, driving their older son, eddie, to a visit with his 
grandparents. Between the time he and eddie left their home 
in Bartlett and the time they arrived at the home of Greg’s dad 
and stepmom in North aurora, Greg did some serious thinking. 

It was during that car trip, Greg says, that he had a strong 
awareness of God’s presence, telling him that it was time to 
stop living for himself. 

“It was clear to me,” Greg said, “that the only way my marriage 
could be saved was through the love of God and the power of 
christ—because there was nothing I could do. 

“I could see that I had 
fallen into an unhealthy 
pattern of withdrawing, 
even being emotionally 
abusive to Sandy,” Greg 
admits. 

“At the time, I felt 
like Sandy wasn’t 
being a good 
enough mother, 
when it was really 
my failures as a 
husband and father that put her in the 
difficult situation she was in. 
She needed my help, but I failed her. I was so wrapped up 
in myself that I would lash out and criticize her with hurtful 
comments.” 

as he approached his dad’s house that day in May of 2011, 
Greg heard the holy Spirit telling him that he needed to ask his 
dad and stepmom to pray for him. 

“although they had not always walked with the Lord,” Greg 
said, “since I was in middle school they have been committed 
christians. and I knew that only prayer and God’s intervention 
could bring the radical change that was needed in me and in 
my marriage.”

Up to that point, Greg and Sandy had kept their troubles to 
themselves, but when he got there, Greg says, “I came clean.” 

“I said, ‘Listen, guys, would you pray for me?’ and they knew 
immediately what was going on. I had been running from the 
Lord for my entire life up until this day. They knew God was 
working in my life and that he was calling me back to him. 

“God showed me, through my failure as a 
husband, that I needed Him.”
Not long after that, he began to look for a church. 

WHeATOn BiBLe CHurCH 
Greg does a lot of driving in his job and had seen wheaton 
Bible church as he drove down North avenue. when he went 
to the Internet to research churches, he was pleased to learn 
that the church also had a Spanish congregation—a church 
where Sandy’s parents, whose first language is Spanish, might 
also attend. 

early on, Greg came by himself and brought four-year-old 
eddie, who would sit beside him and color during the service. 

Sandy says she might have been willing to come too, but, “our 
little one was so fussy. anytime I left him, I’d be called to come 
get him, so for a while I just stayed home.” 

Greg Bodin
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Later Greg was so 
determined to get Sandy 
to church that he became 
a helper in the “Lil Fish” 
room for toddlers Leo’s 
age. 

Greg knew that if he 
missed the sermon, he 
could listen online later in 
the week, but he wanted 
Sandy to hear it too. “I 
knew that Pastor rob’s 
preaching spoke truth,” 
he said, “because he was 

preaching God’s word. and I knew Sandy would benefit from 
that. She needed to be there.” 

at the same time, Sandy found the idea of any “adult time” 
appealing. “Greg told me he would stay with Leo and be there 
with him if there was a problem. It was nice that he was willing 
to do that, and I got time for myself.” 

Slowly she began to listen and understand, but Greg’s sudden 
transformation gave Sandy a lot to think about. Their marriage 
had been seriously damaged at that point, with no commu-
nication other than arguments, Sandy recalls. Then suddenly, 
Greg was a changed man. 

“when he said he was going to dedicate his life to Jesus,” 
Sandy remembers, “that was like a punch in the stomach to 
me. This whole time we were having problems, I wanted him 
to focus on me. Now you’re going to focus on Jesus? I need 
you to focus on me! 

“we needed to work out our issues. he’s got all these books to 
read, but I didn’t understand that he needed to do the reading 
and Bible study to become a better husband and father. It was 
hard for a while.

“I was also fearful of the holier-than-thou thing. Now, all of a 
sudden, he wants to be my spiritual leader. our communica-
tion was so broken, I didn’t understand what he was trying to 
tell me.” Greg’s actions, however, sent a much clearer message. 

“You sit in the service, and I’ll take care of Leo,” and, “I’m going 
to be in charge of loading the dishwasher.” Those words got 
through to Sandy. 

“I kind of liked that,” Sandy said. “But I wondered when it was 
going to end. how can someone suddenly become a new 
person?” 

Over time, Sandy saw the change was real.

BiBLe sTuDies
after Sandy began attending Sunday services, Greg’s next plan 
was to get her into a women’s Bible study. he had joined the 
men’s Thursday-morning huddle in the fall, just a few months 

after he first came to wBc. he had realized that as good as 
Sunday services were, he needed more—and remembered 
how his dad had always talked about the importance of 
fellowship and Bible study.

“The teaching was incredible, and it just really 
transformed my perspective on who I am 
supposed to be as a husband and a father 
and a man who is called to serve God.”
when the new studies started up the following January, he 
wanted Sandy to have the same kind of experience. So, with 
her reluctant permission, he signed her up for the Tuesday 
evening Place 4 You women’s study, where she was assigned 
to a discussion group led by cindy Judge. 

even though Sandy feared the other women would be judg-
mental, “I was very honest with them,” she recalls. “I thought 
I’d be in the Bible study and everybody would be holy, holy. 

“But they accepted me. They were interested 
in me. They wanted to know me, and they 
wanted to help. They weren’t pushy, but they 
kind of guided me—and I loved it!”

“Sandy felt like she knew so little about the Bible,” cindy 
recalls, “that she was willing to accept her husband’s challenge 
to study the book of romans on Tuesday nights. I remember 
her telling us that although she was raised in parochial 
schools, she was actually feeling angry that she knew so little 
about the basics of the christian faith.” 

Though studying romans gave her some new insights, it also 
frustrated Sandy. “when she confided her frustration,” cindy 
said, “I gave her a copy of c. S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity. She 
liked it so much that her husband put the audiobook version 
on her iPod.”

Sandy Bodin

cindy Judge was Sandy’s table leader when she first came to Place 4 You. 
cindy has since become Sandy’s mentor and friend.
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when Sandy and Greg told her parents they were attending 
church, she wasn’t sure what they would think, “but they 
like that we go.” She adds, “They never complained about it, 
except one time when my dad said, ‘as long as your kids don’t 
grow up knocking on people’s doors, I’m fine with it.’”

Sandy’s parents hadn’t attended church themselves for many 
years, but when Sandy and Greg invited them to visit Iglesia 
del Pueblo last Thanksgiving, they came—and returned again 
and again to attend services in their native Spanish language. 

Sandy initially wondered what they would think about the 
contemporary music, since their past church experience was 
with the more solemn catholic mass. She reports that her 
mother loves the music, and while they don’t yet participate, 
they stand and listen—and they continue to come on Sunday 
mornings. her dad, too, is enjoying the services, telling Greg 
that he likes it, especially how Pastor hanibal speaks with 
authority as he explains Scripture. ■

as she read and listened and continued to attend the Bible 
study, Sandy was doing battle with accepting all she was 
learning. 

“one night at Place4You,” cindy said, “Sandy became really 
agitated. at that point we were studying romans chapter 7.” 

Later Sandy shared with cindy what happened as she was 
driving home that night: 

Sandy had decided to listen to the Mere Christianity recording. 
Something went wrong, and she couldn’t get it to play. So she 
turned on some favorite music. The english rock band Florence 
and the Machine was singing “dog days are over”: 

Happiness hit her like a train on a track.
Coming towards her stuck still no turning back.
She hid around corners and she hid under beds. 
She killed it with kisses and from it she fled. 

Run fast for your mother; run fast for your father. 
Run for your children all your sisters and brothers. 
Leave all your love and your longing behind.
You can’t carry it with you if you want to survive.
The dog days are over. The dog days are done.

Can you hear the horses, ’cause here they come.
And I never wanted anything from you. 
Except everything you had
And what was left after that too. Oh!
Happiness hit her like a bullet in the back.
Struck from a great height.
By someone who should have known better than that.
The dog days are over. The dog days are done.

as Sandy listened, something clicked. She pulled her car over 
and began to weep. The words touched her deeply. one verse 
grabbed her: 

I never wanted anything from you except everything you had.
And what was left after that too.
The dog days are over. The dog days are done.

God spoke through the words of this song, and Sandy’s 
response was to stop resisting and surrender herself to him. 
The release was real.

She walked into her house shaking. Meeting her husband, she 
exploded, “You’re not going to believe what happened to me.” 

Before that day, Greg had shared the plan of salvation with 
Sandy and had even led her in a prayer to accept christ as her 
Lord and Savior. 

But she was still, he says, “a bit skeptical.” 

That night was, for Sandy, a very 
personal moment with God. after 
hearing her story, Greg replied, 
“only God will make you see.”

The peace came that night, as Sandy 
surrendered her life to christ. She 
saw some immediate changes. 

The first thing she noticed was that 
her language had changed. and she 
could finally really pray to this God 
she hoped to know. 

“Sandy had never been able to pray 
out loud in our group,” cindy said, “so 
what a wonderful time it was when 
we heard her pray for the first time!” 

cindy remembers that Sandy had a 
curiosity about the role of the holy 
Spirit in her new life. “Though she says 
that old tendencies still creep in,” cindy said, “she knows that 
the holy Spirit is in her, to convict her of her sin and to give her 
power to walk on with Jesus.”

That walk began the night “the dog days” were over. 

“We’re still sinful humans,” Sandy says, 
“and we don’t just skip along together 
every day. But now we communicate. We 
understand each other.”
“when he tells eddie, ‘Let’s pray,’ I let him be the spiritual 
leader because that’s his role.” 

Now Greg is the kind of dad Sandy wanted for her children. “I 
grew up with a wonderful father, loving and caring, so I had 
high expectations for Greg, and he wasn’t meeting them. But 
he’s a real dad now. a father.” ■

An ADDeD nOTe TO THe BODins’ sTOry

Sandy and Greg Bodin
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On Sunday, December 23, 
Pastor Rob had the very special privilege 
of baptizing his 17-year-old son, Ryan. Before 
Ryan was baptized, he shared this personal 
statement of what God is doing in his life. 

My journey as a christ follower has been a long, difficult, 
tested, and fulfilling journey. as most pastor’s kids’ stories 
begin, I received christ at a young age. however, I was forced 
to grow up fast when difficult times struck in fifth grade. * 

Through that time, I grew closer to the Lord rather than away 
from him, which is entirely due to the sovereignty of God. 
during that time, I authentically felt the love and grace of Jesus 
christ in my life. 

The years went 
on, and my life 
became more and 
more normal. It 
became ordinary. 
My faith was a 
card I would pull 
out of my pocket 
occasionally, 
whenever it fit into 
my time or my 
agenda. 

I entered my 
freshman year of 
high school in a tough spot, with an unstable identity and a 
questionable faith. I was constantly trying to attain happiness 
and doing so through the world. I thought for sure that at 
some point I would get it. I would find that place in my life 
where I would be truly happy. This hole in my life, however, is 
shaped for one Person, and that Person is nobody that is walk-
ing this earth. That hole is shaped only for Jesus christ himself.

I finally realized this in my sophomore year, and my reality 
flipped upside down. 

That was when I understood that this Gospel we have isn’t just 
for unbelievers; but it is daily for believers as well. The word 
of God became alive to me for the first time, and it freed me 
rather than enslaving me. I realized that I could stop trying and 
trying and trying to earn more of God’s favor. Because he was 
somebody, I was free to be nobody. 

augustine says, “You made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you.” 

The more I go through high school, the more I realize how 
great our God is, that he would love a broken sinner like me, 
tear down my walls, and shed his mercy and grace on me every 
day. I understand now that I never have to walk alone and the 
one who holds me in the palm of his hand also has my future 
in the palm of his hand. ■

By Ryan Bugh

* Those who have 
been part of 
Wheaton Bible  
Church during 
Ryan’s growing-up 
years—as well as 
those who have 
read Rob’s book, 
when the Bottom 
drops out—know 
that it was during 
that year that Ryan 
lost his mom, Carol, 
to an aggressive  
cancer.

“God’s Word teaches that baptism is a 
step of obedience. When a follower of 
Jesus Christ is baptized, he or she is 
making a public statement by taking 
this step of obedience that symbolizes 
the greater, deeper, more profound 
salvation that he or she has already 
experienced in Jesus Christ.”

ryan reads his testimony. Pastor rob baptizes his son ryan.
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Both of my parents grew up and met in New Jersey. My great-
grandparents on my father’s side were born in Ireland. So I’m 
a part of the “2.0” generation. I think my grandmother on my 
mom’s side was born in england, or at least her parents were. 
My mom’s dad left her and her family when she was young. 

Mom and dad met and got married in 1963, the day after 
President Kennedy was shot. So their fiftieth anniversary is 
coming up this year; that’s how I know when Kennedy was 
shot, the year of my parents’ marriage!

My dad worked for american airlines. he started with them in 
1964 when they were still a very small airline. But he didn’t like 
working at JFK because it was too cold. So he transferred to 
Los angeles.

I was born in westminster, california, which is a northern part 
of orange county. I lived in huntington Beach for five years 
and then moved to Torrance, a little north, and near Long 
Beach. I lived there until I was in high school. 

I have a brother who’s two years younger. he’s a high school 
teacher and a state champion high school volleyball coach in 
california. he’s married but has no kids.

I met Laura when I moved back to Los angeles to go to 
seminary. She was attending a church where I was serving 
as part-time junior high pastor. Laura wanted to volunteer 
in student ministries, and she wanted to volunteer with high 
schoolers, but she walked into the junior high room and said, 
“oh, I might as well stay here.” we started dating shortly after 
she began grad school at USc for occupational therapy. So we 
met while we were both starting grad school, and we dated 
through grad school and then got married in September of 
1997 after she graduated. 

we have two boys and a girl. Jack is eight. Finn is three. 
Shay is six. 

Tell us about growing up. When did you meet your wife and get married?

And how many little McElwees are there now?

“I get it. This has to be true. Who would 
make this up? That’s all God needed 
for me to become a Christian.”

We recently sat down with Pastor Chris McElwee, 
asking him a series of questions and enjoying his 
off-the-cuff answers!

Photo by Jon Langham
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How and when did you come to faith in Jesus?

How did you get into Christian work?

When did you come to Wheaton Bible Church?

I didn’t grow up going to church. occasionally I’d attend with a 
neighbor, and my parents would pick me up. I don’t know why 
my parents sent me. I think my mom wanted me to be a part of 
church. I remember going a handful of times and never really 
enjoying it. 

My dad grew up catholic. he went to catholic school from 
kindergarten to high school in New York city and didn’t have a 
good experience, so he never had any desire to go to church.

when I was in high school, in the summer before my senior 
year, I got a girl pregnant, and she had an abortion. It was a 
terrible, awful experience. a part of the reason I wanted to go 
away to college was that I just wanted to get away from that 
whole situation. 

I went to chico State thinking I would start all new. Start a 
whole new chris Mcelwee. That part of me is done. So, I kind of 
thought I would take on a Southern-california vibe, because 
that’s where most of the people I went to school with lived. It 
was the “I’m from La and hollywood,” exotic-place thing, and I 
was partying all the time. 

after my sophomore year I worked at a summer camp for two 
years. It was for rich kids, actors’ kids. Billy crystal’s kids were 
there. Fred Savage—you know Fred Savage from The Wonder 
Years? he was there. his brother Ben was there. Breckin Meyer, 
who’s now an actor and a part of the TNT Newsroom show 
was there. These were the kinds of kids who were there. It was 
crazy and sad, but definitely a great job. 

The second summer I worked there I met a girl, and we started 
dating. She was a christian, and we would go out to hume 
Lake, a huge christian summer camp in the mountains near 
our camp. There was a chapel service on Sundays for all the 
counselors and the residents of the camp. and that was the 
first time I went to church as an adult. I thought, I guess it’s 
church. There were six or seven hundred people. I didn’t know 
what the guy was talking about. I didn’t get any of it. 

at the end of the summer my girlfriend said, “well, if you still 
want to date me you need to at least go to church.” So I did. I 
started going to Newman center, which was a catholic college 
fellowship. I actually enjoyed it and kept going. I’d wake up 
early. I’d get there a little early and read the Bible before the 
service. I actually felt good about going.

one weekend we were down in Los angeles walking around, 
and a guy was passing out Bibles. he handed me one and 
shared his testimony. he was a vietnam vet, and God had 
changed his life. So I took the Bible home—actually it was a 
New Testament—and I read almost the whole thing in one 
night. and that’s the night I became a christian. I said, “I get it. 
This has to be true. who would make this up?” That’s all God 
needed for me to become a christian.

I was going to church, and the college pastor said, “hey, why 
don’t you become an intern this summer?” I said sure. That 
summer the church was hiring a new high school pastor. on the 
very day the guy they selected came to candidate for the job—
with interviews all lined up—the junior high pastor drowned 
during a water-skiing trip. and so the high school candidate 
pulls up to the church, comes into the office, everybody was 
bawling their eyes out, and he asked, “what happened?” 

he heard the story, and they hired him. after they did, he 
said to me, “I know you don’t want to do youth ministry, but I 
need somebody to fill in. You used to work at a summer camp, 
and you’re a christian. So you’re qualified.” and so I did youth 
ministry there for two years. 

during that time I started to have this goal of going to 
seminary and becoming a missionary. I felt that’s what God 
was calling me to do. I told the high school pastor, and he said, 
“You’re leaving now. Go. If I don’t make you go, you’re never 
going to go.” and he was right. I’d probably have stayed there 
forever. So, jokingly, he fired me, and I went to Talbot Seminary 
in california.

I graduated from Talbot in May of ’98 and moved here in 
august that year to become the junior high pastor. I started on 
august 1, so I will be celebrating my fifteenth anniversary of 
being on staff here this year. I was with the junior high ministry 
for six years. Then we started ecclesia, young singles ministry 
in 2003. 

Shortly after, the elders and some staff were reading a book 
called Church of Irresistible Influence, about how a church can 
make a real difference in the community. It was written by 
robert Lewis, the pastor of Fellowship Bible church in Little 
rock, arkansas. after reading it, a group of us went down to 
arkansas for a conference the pastor was doing based on the 
book. even while we were still there I said, “Man, this is really 
good. This is something we ought to think about doing.” 

Shay (6), Laura, Jack (8), and Finn (3) Mcelwee
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Pastor rob said, “hey, chris, why don’t you start us down this 
path. we’re getting ready to move to carol Stream.” 

after that we did our first careFest—in fall of 2005—and 
then we did it again in spring of 2006. I felt like we should 
be doing this full-time. That feeling was confirmed when 
I picked up some refugees from the airport and I dropped 
them off with some relatives. I was standing outside the 
apartment, with all these refugees around me, and I said, 
Where am I? Oh yeah, I’m still in Wheaton. For a few seconds I 
forgot where I was because of the smells, the sounds, and the 
people talking another language. 

I went home that night and told my wife that I thought that 
“this is what I’m supposed to do.” This felt like missions to me. 
I’d always felt that I would go overseas. In the next few days 
I told Pastor rob that I wanted to do this full-time, and after 
working out the details, I began our Local Impact ministry.

we didn’t have a budget or anything else, but we did have a 
great idea for a day of serving the community. So we started 
with careFest. we thought we’d get like two hundred and fifty 
people, but more than four hundred participated. we did it 
again the next spring, and eight hundred people volunteered. 
So we knew we were on to something.

at the same time I was talking to wBcers Sandy Goetz and 
annette horton about refugees. Both had a lot of experience 
with refugee resettlement. I could hardly believe the stories 
Sandy was telling me. I kept saying, “That’s not right. That’s not 
really happening” as she shared.

So I began organizing people around that. I also was 
managing the Big Buddies ministry relationship we have with 
outreach community Ministries (ocM), but I really had no idea 
about the scope of that ministry. It wasn’t just Big Buddies. 
ocM is this whole thing. I wondered why we weren’t doing 
more there. If that wasn’t enough, Mike Leavitt talked to me 
about children’s hunger Fund, and I thought that we should 
be doing that, too. 

hanibal rodriguez, now Iglesia del Pueblo’s lead pastor, and I 
shared an office at the Main Street campus. I literally would say, 
“hannibal, wouldn’t it be cool if we were doing something in 
west chicago when we move? There are so many hispanics out 
there. we’re going to be like right there. wouldn’t it be cool?” 

How did the ministry grow?

Tell us about the many interests of Chris McElwee.

What about Puente del Pueblo? How did it begin?

My dad really loved photography. he 
had the kind of camera where you had 
to focus, zoom, and do the exposure 
manually. when I was in high school, he 
bought me a camera like his. My school 
had a photo lab, so I took photography 
as an elective. we would literally roll our 
film and develop our own pictures. It was 
great. I learned it all and was the yearbook 
photographer for two years. when I went 
to college, I took photography classes 
there, too. 

Then it got too expensive, and I couldn’t 
afford it. Money got real tight. I had to 
sell my camera and stuff to pay for food 
and books. So I didn’t do photography 
again until a few years ago, when I started 

having kids. and I got a new digital single-
lens-reflex camera (dSLr).

and I’m like, whoa, it focuses and exposes 
all by itself. I didn’t know cameras could do 
that. I still have those skills that I learned in 
high school and college. I still remember, 
and hey, I’m actually pretty good.

Why were you so poor in college?

The family fell on hard times. My mom 
got really sick; she had cancer, and there 
were a ton of medical bills. She had two 
mastectomies at different times. Money 
was really tight and I had to work part-
time while I was going to california State 
University in chico. Jobs were hard to find, 
so I was lucky to work as a disc jockey (dJ) 
at a roller-skating rink.  

I was a picky eater growing up. I only 
ate hamburgers. I was really bad until 
I was in college. I don’t think I’ve told 
many people this story. I was really poor 
in college. There literally were days 
when I didn’t have food. So I learned to 
eat whatever I could get my hands on, 
but I also was figuring out that I would 
have to learn how to cook. I was wasting 
money on fast food because I didn’t 
know how to cook. and I realized that I 
could probably triple my food choices if 
I just learned how to buy food and cook 
it. So I just learned how to cook a little 
bit. and then when I got married, I got 
into cooking even more.

chris enjoys a wintry sunrise run.
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well, one day during that time, Pastor rob called us into his office 
and said, “Somebody just gave us $100,000 for Local Impact.” 
we, in turn, called chris ellerman, who heads ocM, because I had 
learned that he would know what to do with the gift. 

That call was one of the smartest things we ever did. God was 
clearly directing us. Pretty quickly chris helped us formulate 
a plan, and the elders approved it. By the end of the first year, 
our budget had grown to $220,000. 

well, we’re impacting on many levels. we’re creating all kinds 
of goodwill in the community. It’s not “mission accomplished,” 
but we’re doing what we set out to do: be in the community, 
not just in the building. we’re out in the community, and the 
community—especially west chicago—knows that we’re 
here. But we’re also in carol Stream and in Glendale heights. 
we’ve impacted those communities.

and God has used this ministry to get hundreds of people to 
serve outside the walls of the church, whether it’s the hunger 
Team, careFest, Puente, or refugee resettlement. 

God has given every person a mission. It’s in your heart. 
It’s already there. It needs to be activated—either through 
preaching or through doing or both. we’re all called to do 
something more than just come to church on Sunday.

when people go and do, their prayer lives are impacted. Their 
walks with God are impacted. In fact, the lives of those serving 
change more than the lives of the people they are impacting. 
every time I talk to people who are serving, they point to 
how their lives have changed. whether they’re serving on a 
careFest team or helping in the Puente offices for an hour a 
week, they’re impacting people’s lives for christ. ■

WHAT's nexT?

A part of our ALL IN giving will go to 
ministry expansion. Will some of that 
be invested in our Puente del Pueblo 
initiative?
Yes. our 2013 budget for Puente del Pueblo is $360,000, 
and we’re doubling the size of the Puente staff. we’re 
going from five to eleven by adding two more full-time 
and three more part-time staff. 

over this year, we’ll be moving into two more complexes: 
Main Place apartments on Main and Prince crossing and 
riverwoods apartments at roosevelt road and route 
59. we’ll be doing things similar to what we’re doing at 
Timberlake. There will be after-school programming 
for junior highers, case management, eSL, and summer 
programming for kids.

we’ve been invited to take over two resource centers 
that the city of west chicago has operated. The police 
department asked us if we’d be willing to take over both 
programs that have been partially funded by government 
grants. So we’re getting about $90,000 in grant money 
that we’ll combine with another $100,000 of our own 
money.

our people should also know that we’ll need about 
fifty volunteers a week for the after-school program alone. 
we’ll be looking for as many eSL (english as a Second 
Language) volunteer tutors as we can find. I would 
anticipate needing at least fifteen to twenty new tutors at 
each complex. ■ 

How are we impacting the community?

I was a very good runner in high school. I 
was a sub-five-minute-mile runner when 
I was thirteen, which is pretty fast. I ran 
cross-country, and won all the meets. But 
in my sophomore year, running stopped 
being as much fun and I quit. Twenty 
years later I started running again!

I had always had in the back of my 
head that I would run a marathon one 
day. There I was, thirty years old and 
about to have kids. I felt that the time 
had come to do it. So I ran the chicago 
Marathon in october 2005. I did it to 
lose weight. But I didn’t lose a pound 
that year. I ran again in 2007 and didn’t 
lose a pound. and then, just two years 
ago, I joined weight watchers and lost 
a ton of weight. I ran this past marathon 
an hour faster than the previous one.

I’ve always been fascinated with tech-
nology. I was into video games when I 
was kid. do you remember the old atari? 
My friend had an apple computer—the 
legendary apple IIe—when I was in 
junior high. Then there were video 
games like Pac-Man and pinball. I loved 
that stuff. My parents got me a commo-
dore 64 when I was in high school, and I 
tinkered with it a little bit. I didn’t really 
have enough patience to learn how to 
use it. But when I was in college—again, 
this is pre-Internet—my ra for my dorm 
floor had a computer, and he let me use 
it. Not everybody even had a computer 
in college; at that time it was very nerdy. 
remember downloading aScII art? It 
was so cool.  I’ve always been a self-
taught techie person.

Since eighth grade I’ve just been a 
reader. I read Call of the Wild as part 
of a class that year, and that was the 
best book. It got me into becoming a 
lifelong reader. I’m sure that teacher, 
Mrs. Strunkfer, didn’t like me at first— 
until I read that book and something 
happened inside of me. By the end 
of the class she was coming to me for 
answers! Now I really like nonfiction 
mostly, but also history. right now I’m 
reading Orphanology, a book about 
adoption but from a theological 
perspective, thus the orphan-ology 
part. I’m also listening to a book my 
doctor recommended called Why We 
Get Fat and What to Do about It, which is 
a really fascinating book. 
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fEarOrfriEndship? By Marie Allison

“will you take this?” the woman said fearfully 
as she handed me a plastic bag. “It was left on my front door.”
I opened the bag and saw the object of concern. It was a Qur’an, 
the holy book of the Islamic faith. The woman went on, “The note 
that came with it said to ‘treat the book with respect and not 
throw it away.’ I didn’t know what to do, so I brought it to you.”

what struck me about the interaction was the apprehension the 
woman felt, as if the book were an omen of dark destiny that 
needed to be disposed of carefully before bringing bad luck on 
her home. 

Unfortunately, that fear is not only directed at a book. It can also 
be directed at people of the Islamic faith. Many of us may not 
realize that Muhammad, whose teachings are recorded in the 
Qur’an, was familiar with the Bible and that the Qur’an refers to 
many portions of Scripture. For that reason, most Muslims know 
some of the same old Testament Bible stories and characters 
that we do. 

This overlap of awareness can provide a wonderful bridge to 
conversations with Muslim friends and acquaintances.

It is this common ground that wheaton Bible church builds 
on as it hosts an arabic-english adult community with Iraqi 
refugees twice a month. Bill oberlin, wBc’s Pastor of Global 
outreach, who helps facilitate the study, says there are three 
core elements to the gathering.

The first is a meeting place that is comfortable and acceptable to 
everyone. In the beginning, chris Mcelwee, wBc’s Local Impact 
Pastor, Bill, and dan and Karen Jealouse (a wBc couple active in 
serving immigrants) asked arabic-speaking friends if they would 
like to meet in their apartment complex or at the church. To 
their surprise, the group chose to meet at the church. 

The next element to the meetings is relational time. Together the 
group enjoys snacks and casual conversation. They get caught 
up on what’s been happening in one another’s lives since the 
last time they met and get better acquainted. 

The final element of the gatherings is opening the Word of 
God. The group spent their first year going through the old 
Testament stories common to both faiths—the creation, 
humanity’s fall into sin, and the accounts of Noah, abraham, 
Joseph, Moses, and other patriarchs. The past several months 
the group has been exploring the New Testament stories of 
Jesus. 

The lessons are taught inductively, posing questions to the 
listeners and allowing them to reflect on and respond to what 
they are reading. The leaders allow the curiosity of the group 
members to help guide the conversation. The leaders trust that 
in time, the participants will understand the claims of christ and 
be able to make an informed choice on whether or not they will 
trust him for salvation. 

how did the americans meet these Muslim 
friends from Iraq? and how did they become 
close enough to form a Bible Study? 

Photo by Jon Langham
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fEarOrfriEndship? The answer to that question is relationships—friendships formed 
through a partnership between wBc’s refugee resettlement 
Ministry and world relief, an organization that resettles 
immigrants from around the world. 

world relief offers classes in english as a Second Language and 
job-seeking skills. They help people find apartments and assist 
them with their legal documents. however, they realize there is 
even more to be done, so they partner with people in churches 
who can provide more-personal assistance. 

These helping people are called Friendship Partners. The partners 
support refugees in their efforts to become self-sustaining 
citizens by assisting with such practical things as setting up 
their apartments with used furniture, driving them to doctor 
appointments and job interviews, guiding them in getting 
their drivers licenses, and accompanying them to register their 
children for school. Friendship Partners may also invite their new 
friends into their homes for meals, to watch sports, and even go 
on outings together. 

CAROlyN AND DAvID
For years, david and carolyn anderson participated in short-
term mission trips. as time passed, scheduling issues prevented 
them from going to foreign countries, but their heart for 
showing people of other cultures the love of christ remained. 

at wheaton Bible church, david and carolyn heard about the 
opportunity to help refugee families, and they realized this 
was something they could do together—as a couple—so they 
signed up. “we knew that it would stretch us, and even be 
uncomfortable at times, but an adventure,” carolyn says.

a few months later, like adoptive 
parents, they received a phone call: 
their family was arriving soon!
carolyn was apprehensive. what should she expect? what if 
she did something to offend them? what about the language 
barrier? She called another Friendship Partner—one who was a 
year ahead of her in the experience. 

he put her mind at ease. “we think too much about ourselves,” 
he reminded her. “These people have been living in refugee 
camps, running from their own government. They are just happy 
to be safe and know someone cares.”

with that in mind carolyn and david headed to the airport to 
pick up a family of five—a father, a mother, a teenage daughter, 
and two younger sons. 

The family has been in the United States for six months now, 
and carolyn reports that it is going well. The parents have found 
work, and the children are adapting to school. 

“oftentimes the family just needs encouragement and advice,” she 
says. “They need to know how an american family would handle a 
particular situation, and we’ve been able to help with that.” 

when the Iraqi family wondered aloud why they matter to david 
and carolyn, the andersons explained that christians care for 
immigrants because they love Jesus christ. he gave his life for us 
and wants us to give our lives to caring for others. 

In addition to attending the arabic Bible study, the family has 
started to attend Sunday-morning worship services. The father 
reads the Bible passage for the morning in his arabic-english 

Bible, and recently he has started copying encouraging verses 
from the Bible and posting them on the wall in their home. 

REBECCA AND TOBy
another couple, Toby and rebecca Siefert, also serve as 
Friendship Partners. when joining wheaton Bible church, they 
were challenged to get involved in serving God. 

They had always had an interest in cross-cultural ministry, but 
they were not ready to relocate overseas. Serving in the refugee 
resettlement ministry seemed like the perfect middle ground, 
so they signed up. 

when asked if they were afraid at first, Toby laughs. “The fear is 
on both sides. The immigrant family was as afraid of us as we 
were of them. we were total strangers. They didn’t know if they 
could trust us—they thought we might kidnap them! 

“on our end, after we picked them up at the airport, we took 
them to a dinner hosted by some other Iraqi refugees. everyone 
looked different from us. They were eating Middle eastern food 
and speaking arabic. we thought, What have we gotten ourselves 
into?!” Toby adds.

Fortunately, it did not take long for everyone to become 
comfortable with one another. and to Toby’s surprise, sharing 
Jesus with them was really easy. 

one of their first outings was to the grocery store. on the way, 
Toby and rebecca pointed out wheaton Bible church. The Iraqi 
family—a mother and her teenage son—immediately asked if 
they could attend worship services. They have been attending 
ever since.

one of the things the mom and son noticed early on was the 
difference in prayer. when the Sieferts had the family over 
to their home, they would ask how they could pray for them. 
Before the meal, they would present the family’s requests 
before God. The mom commented on how different the prayers 
were—not rote and memorized but instead, Toby and rebecca’s 
prayers were personal and meaningful. 

She also noticed it was christians who were providing them 
with help and, oddly enough, not those of their own religious 
background. 

She began to read the Bible, and one day 
pointed out John 14:6, where Jesus says, “I 
am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.” 

with eyes wide she asked the Sieferts if they had ever seen that 
verse before. They smiled and said yes, they had. 

“I believe this verse now,” she told them. “I believe this is true.” 

Because these Friendship Partners from wheaton Bible 
church overcame their fear to reach out in love, lives are being 
changed.■ 

Marie Allison is Director of Connect Ministry for Wheaton Bible Church and 
in that role supports hundreds of WBC volunteers who create a welcoming 
environment for fellowship, worship, and outreach. She and her husband, 
Lon, have been part of our church for seven years. 
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On any given day throughout the year, someone 
convicted of a traffic violation or other crime or 
misdemeanor might be serving their sentence on 
the wheaton Bible church campus. Thanks to a 

cooperative program with duPage county Probation Services, 
adults and juveniles sentenced to community service are able to 
complete their hours at the church. 

according to G John Morris, director of Facility operations and 
Maintenance at wBc, a number of offenders end up here.

other area organizations and churches are also involved, but 
they often don’t have as much work available as G John’s team.

“with our campus in use every day of the week, there isn’t a 
shortage of work to be done. So I can usually meet their needs,” 
he said. 

G John tries to match offenders’ abilities with current needs. 
one person, a full-time painter, painted some walls and railings 
throughout the church. “Because of his background, he was able to 
do a better job than we could have done ourselves,” G John said.

another person, sentenced to forty hours for a traffic violation, 
worked in maintenance at his regular job. he ended up building 
many of the crates and boxes the women’s Ministry needed for 
their A Night Before Christmas event. 

offenders typically must complete 150 to 300 hours of service, 
more than double the average a few years ago. when G John 
first started managing the program, he usually had to find only 
20 to 30 hours of work for a participant. 

“Back then, one guy had fifty hours. I said, ‘Man, what did you 
do?’ he had crossed the railroad tracks when the gates were still 
down,” G John recalls.

These days, fifty hours seems low.

Those sentenced to community service usually have one to 
three years to complete their service. Someone with 300 hours 
would typically have three years to get it done. Unfortunately, 
many wait until about a month before the completion deadline. 
at that point there is not a lot G John can do for them. even 
with all the work that needs to be done, it’s impossible to help 
someone complete three hundred hours of service in a month. 

For the twenty-five to thirty offenders that come through wBc 
each year, G John provides more than community-service hours. 
he also uses the program as a chance to share the Gospel.

“as I have the opportunity, I specifically ask them about their 
spiritual walk,” he said. he encourages other staff members to 

do the same, and many times they have better opportunities as 
they work alongside these men and women. 

one of his staff members who was learning Spanish decided to 
practice it with a Spanish-speaking man serving his hours here. 
The staff member shared his testimony in Spanish and asked the 
man if he was saying things correctly. 

“It was a pretty clever way of connecting,” 
G John said. “He spent three hours 
explaining his testimony in Spanish.” 

Some churches require offenders to attend a service as part of 
their time there, but G John doesn’t agree with that. “Forcing 
them to go to church doesn’t sit well with me, so I try to use the 
friendly approach as we’re working together,” he said.

That seems to work. recently a teenager who had been involved 
with drugs from a young age came through the program. he’s 
sober now and trying to get his life back together. when G John 
asked him about his spiritual walk, the young many said he 
wouldn’t necessarily call himself a christian, but he believed in 
God and Jesus. he defined being a christian as doing good. 

G John used the analogy of someone swimming from europe to 
New York: “If somebody can swim fifty miles, we would call that 
a great feat—but they are nowhere close to reaching New York,” 
he explained. 

“even if somebody swims much farther, they are still going to 
fall short of reaching New York. That’s like the person who has 
been really good all his life but still falls short. only Jesus can fill 
that void.”

The young man asked if he could have the piece of paper G John 
had illustrated this on, saying, “Nobody’s ever explained it to me 
like that. This is so cool. I want to keep this.”

Not everyone is receptive. Some don’t want to talk about spiritual 
things. others do respond and ask for more information. G John’s 
hope is that the people “doing their time” at wheaton Bible 
church will not just finish their sentences but will hear the Gospel 
and see christ’s love in the people they meet. ■

“DOING TIME”
AT WBC By angie roberts

Angie Roberts works as the Connect Ministry Administrative Assistant for 
WBC. She and her husband, Cory have attended WBC for five years and have 
three children—Canyon, 6, Sophie, 5, and Ava, 3.

G John Morris, wBc’s director of Facility operations and 
Maintenance, oversees the community service program.
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Late last year, Global Outreach Pastor, Bill Oberlin, was invited to 
write an article for the magazine of the Parklands Baptist Church 
of Nairobi, Kenya—our partner church in the HOPE[KENYA] 
initiative in Turkana—on the subject of The Church in the Mission 
Field, “specifically relating to partnering with people of like mind 
to reach the less-reached peoples.” Bill’s article, which follows, 
appeared in the Parklands publication in January.

AS fOllOWeRS Of JeSuS CHRISt, each of us 
is entangled in a vast conspiracy. It is a conspiracy played out 
over millennia, touching every continent, with forward surges 
in spite of intense—and at times even violent—opposition. 

Genesis 12:1–3 hints at this conspiracy: 

The LORD said to [Abraham], “Leave your country, your people 
and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. 
I will make you into a great nation . . . and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.”

God moved a childless couple in alignment with his purposes, 
whispering a promise of lavish kindness: “I will make you into 
a great nation and bless you.” But blessing abraham and Sarah 
wasn’t the bottom line. God’s purpose was far more profound: 
“All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

Through abraham (and his descendant the Messiah) God’s 
conspiracy of grace—his divine blessing—will be extended, 
without exception, to every nation, tribe, and clan on the 
earth. The book of revelation proclaims this vision fulfilled: 

I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and 
tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne 
and before the Lamb. . . . And they were shouting with a great 
roar, “Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne 
and from the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9–10, NLT) 

These “Bible bookends,” along with the illustrations of the 
prophets and apostles between them, declare God’s purpose: 
to turn rebels into worshipers and to redeem a community 
from all nations. Yahweh is a missional God! 

The prophet Isaiah confronts our stunted perceptions of God’s 
purpose. God the Father says to his Son, “It is too small a thing 
for you to be my servant [merely] to restore the tribes of Jacob. 
. . . I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may 
bring my salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6). 

God calls us to cooperate in his conspiracy of grace, extending 
blessing to men and women and boys and girls of all countries, 
cultures, and clans—joining in God’s mission of restoring all 
peoples to loving relationship with himself! 

loCal impaCt/global outrEaCh
as a local expression of God’s redeemed community, wheaton 
Bible church seeks to cooperate with God’s mission, beginning 
where we are and reaching out “to the ends of the earth” (see 
Matthew 28:19–20; acts 1:8). 

Like Parklands Baptist church (PBc), we have a dNa and 
history as a sending church. Nearly five hundred members 
of wBc have become global missionaries over the past eight 
decades. Today, ninety-three families are serving in forty 
nations, including Kenya. In obedience to Jesus, we are making 
disciples among the nations, recognizing that he is with us as 
we cooperate with all his servants in this enormous task. 

Because of our fallen nature, the diversity of race, tribe, and 
culture (expressions of the glory and artistry of our creator) 
not only distinguishes but also frequently divides us. we erect 
barriers and insult and injure one another. But christ Jesus has 
destroyed the dividing wall of hostility and brought us near by 
His blood, making the separate groups one and creating a new 
humanity indwelt by his Spirit (see ephesians 2:11–22). 

Paul recognized, “I planted the seed, apollos watered it, 
but God made it grow. . . . we are God’s fellow workers” (1 
corinthians 3:6, 9). The Jewish apostle celebrated the fact 
that God had shown him mercy and transformed him—from 
one who opposed “the way” of Jesus, into an ambassador 
of God’s grace. as a result, Paul welcomed a Gentile believer 
like apollos, not only as his brother but also as an equal and 
indispensable partner in the work of God’s Kingdom. 

We must remember that missions is not 
our work but God’s. 
He is the Lord of the harvest. we must also remember that “to 
each one of us grace has been given, as christ apportioned 
it” (ephesians 4: 7). It is to our mutual advantage to seek out 
brothers and sisters in christ whose wisdom, experience, and 
gifts complement and complete our own. 

By Bill oberlin
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Global outreach Pastor Bill oberlin when he spoke last year at Parklands 
Baptist church in Nairobi, Kenya
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as Jean Paul Ndagijimana, world relief Kenya director, has 
said, “each of us can do something. But together, we can do 
greater things.” 

Since 2004, wBc has engaged with Kenyan partners in Nakuru, 
fostering hIv/aIdS prevention, caring for aIdS-affected 
families and orphans, and supporting agricultural and 
vocational development, interwoven with discipleship. as 
God stirred Parklands Baptist and world relief Kenya to serve 
among the people of Turkana, wheaton Bible church felt 
compelled by his Spirit to join you. 

we are excited that Pastor Simon Mwangi and others from PBc 
will have just visited chicago in March to preach to our people 
and dialogue with our leaders. we anticipate sending a team 
of students on mission with your teens in Turkana in June. 
Later in 2013, we will cohost a retreat for Turkana pastors and 
their wives. In addition, an assessment is preparing the way for 
child health and hIv/aIdS initiatives in Turkana and, in time, 
perhaps, peace-building and literacy development.

Why do we engage in such efforts 
together? Because we are partners in 
God’s conspiracy of grace.
››› We act in response to the grace-filled nature of 

the gospel, as a thank-you to God for the mercy and 
goodness he has shown us in christ.

››› We act in obedience to the commands of scripture to 
love our neighbors, to act justly and show mercy, spending 
ourselves on behalf of the vulnerable and oppressed. 

››› We act in obedience to the great Commission, that 
others might hear the Gospel, embrace christ, and become 
disciples who make disciples who make disciples.

we do this so that hurting communities might become places 
of wholeness and joy as the Kingdom of God is welcomed 
and healthy churches multiply. we concentrate our efforts on 
carrying the light to the darkest regions. as Paul wrote, “My 
ambition has always been to preach the Good News where 
the name of christ has never been heard, rather than where 
a church has already been started by someone else . . . [that] 
‘those who have never heard of him will understand’” (romans 
15:20–21, NLT). 

So, we at wheaton Bible church go on mission to least-
reached peoples. But we also recognize that God is bringing 
the nations to us. a generation ago, the county where wBc is 
located was 93 percent european-american, among whom the 
church has been fairly well established. 

Given present trends, however, by 2030 a majority of the 
residents in our county of nearly one million people will be 
of foreign descent—recent immigrants from Latin america, 
eastern europe, South asia, africa, the Middle east, the Far east. 

do we perceive this as a threat or as a divine opportunity? 
what does it mean to represent Jesus in our changing 

community? how should we respond as God’s “co-
conspirators”? acts 17:22–27 reminds us that God is sovereign: 

“The God who made the world and 
everything in it . . . every nation of men. . . . 
He determined the times . . . and the exact 
places where they should live . . . so that 
men would seek him . . . and find him.” 
The Most high moves peoples when and where he chooses 
in order to bring them into proximity with His people and expose 
them to His grace. In partnership with world relief, members 
of our church have become “friendship families,” welcoming 
refugees from Myanmar, Bhutan, and Iraq who are settling in 
our community. In 2013, we expect to receive scores of victims 
of violence from congo (drc).

of the approximately 3,000 worshipers who gather on Sunday 
mornings, 400 are Spanish-speaking and gather for a service 
in that language. Through the week, our church runs Puente 
del Pueblo, “Bridge of the People,” in a neighboring apartment 
complex. Puente offers students after-school tutoring and 
spiritual mentoring and offers adults english classes, Spanish 
literacy instruction, social services, and legal advice. In our 
arabic-english group, refugees from Iraq, Iran, afghanistan, and 
North africa gather to enjoy snacks, read from the Bible, discuss 
stories from the prophets, and learn from the Injeel (Gospel).

deuteronomy 10:17–20 says, “The Lord your God . . . defends 
the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
alien, giving him food and clothing. . . . You are to love those 
who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in egypt. Fear 
the Lord your God and serve him.” as representatives of the 
Lord of lords, wBc and PBc must bow before his throne and 
ask him how he desires us to serve. how does he want PBc 
to respond to Somalis he has appointed to live in Nairobi? To 
refugees from the congo who may continue to arrive in the 
coming months? what does it mean for you as a church to be 
ambassadors of his grace to Indian professionals and Pakistani 
businessmen in your city? 

Jesus—who holds all authority in heaven and on earth—has 
declared, “This good news of the kingdom will be preached in 
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then [when 
God’s purpose for history has been fulfilled] the end will come” 
(Matthew 24:14). 

Let us join in God’s conspiracy as he brings the nations to 
us and as he sends us to nations who have yet to hear, until 
the blessing promised to abraham has been extended to all 
peoples. ■

Bill Oberlin is WBC’s Pastor of Global Outreach and has served as an 
educator, pastor, and church planter. He and his family lived for eight years 
in Indonesia. 
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With frank and Debbie tully’s arrival in Sydney, 
Australia, last november, Wheaton Bible Church 

now has missionaries on six continents!

when wBc missionaries Frank and debbie Tully think of 
unreached people, young adults—specifically young urban 
professionals—are top on their list. and few are better 
prepared to reach this audience than debbie and Frank.

The Tullys both grew up in Boston. They attended prestigious 
colleges and graduate schools (UMass/amherst, harvard, and 
dePaul Law School). Frank prepared for a career in law, and 
debbie in engineering, which they practiced for a decade in 
the greater chicago area. But God had other plans. 

during college, both Frank and debbie had life-changing 
encounters with christ through a campus ministry called the 
Navigators. Neither had grown up in evangelical families, yet 
both left college different from when they came—as christ 
followers who took their faith seriously, in their workplaces 
and in their networks. 

In 1994, in their late 30s, with three children, Frank and debbie 
left successful secular careers (and also wheaton Bible church, 
where they were deeply involved in discipleship) to respond 
to God’s call to serve with the Navigators’ church discipleship 
Ministry in Sydney, australia.

when they returned to the States five years later, they 
continued working with the Navigators in Boston, leading 
a metro team that encompassed campus ministries, church 
discipleship, inner city, and 20s ministry. combining their 
intellectual acumen, mentoring skills, and gifts of hospitality, 
they impacted the lives of hundreds of students and young 
professionals. 

Now, as empty nesters, this dynamic couple has responded 
to God’s call to return to australia with the Navigators. Their 
new assignment reflects what their heartbeat has always been: 
investing their lives in students through revitalized campus 
ministries in the thriving city of Sydney. 

In a real way, the Tullys will serve as a bridge between Naviga-
tors campus ministry and the local church in Sydney—a bridge 
for young adults who encounter Jesus at college but who have 
little or no church background. 

“we will be guiding and mentoring young adults to grow as 
followers of Jesus as they embark on the rest of life,” Frank 
said. “That includes modeling and training them how to 
advance the Gospel among friends from college, in their 
workplace, and in their community. we’ll help them transition 
into local churches and mentor them for leadership roles.”

australian leaders of the Navigators, thankful to have the Tullys 
return, are affirming their decision: “Their ministry here in the 
90s continues to bear fruit today!”

What is the spiritual climate like in Sydney? debbie and Frank 
describe australia as a fairly secular nation, particularly so 
among the emerging generation, who have little awareness of 
Jesus and his church. They know it will take committed young 
believers to effectively share the Gospel with their peers. For 
that reason, Frank and debbie have located in a small apart-
ment in urban Sydney, near several universities. 

“we want to come alongside young aussies,” Frank adds, “and 
connect with urban church plants who are also seeking to 
reach this generation.” 

while Frank and debbie have not encountered much 
antagonism toward christianity, there is certainly widespread 
indifference. 

“churches tend to be marginalized, and young believers are 
discouraged from publicly sharing their faith,” says Frank. 
“That means we must first model living out and speaking out 
the Gospel among our peers so they can do likewise with their 
friends.”

But this is nothing new to the Tullys. It is the ministry for which 
God has prepared them. 

“wherever we live—wheaton, Boston, or Sydney—God always 
seems to place us among young adults—especially with 
emerging leaders who welcome the biblical guidance and 
training we offer,” Frank said. 

In fact, a door has already opened for debbie to engage in Phd 
studies at Sydney University, where she will be an “insider” 
among other graduate students. 

“while we greatly miss our three adult children in the States, 
we are excited to see what God has in store for this chapter of 
our lives,” she said. ■

Jan Sokoloski is a member of the Global Outreach staff at Wheaton Bible 
Church and has worked as a writer and communications consultant to 
Christian nonprofits.

Reaching Aussie
urban Professionals

Wherever we live—Wheaton, Boston, or Sydney—
God always seems to place us among young adults—
especially with emerging leaders who welcome the 
biblical guidance and training we offer.

By Jan Sokoloski
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Praying at the hope center Maternity home in  athens, Greece

Kelly Skinner with Juan

FROM Ryan & kelly skinneR

Serving in Panama with Operation Mobilization

It was a hot day as a small group of 
Latinos and I made our way through 
“chinatown” in Panama city, one 
of the oldest chinatowns in all of 
central america. as part of oM 
Panama’s School of Missions training 
program, we had brought our Latin 
american students to this part of 
town to expose them to ministering 
in different cultures. 

a colorful store caught our attention. while filled with exotic 
merchandise, the most interesting thing about this shop was 
its owner, Juan. Though ethnically chinese, Juan had spent his 
entire life in Panama. Juan spoke good Spanish and described 
items in his shop. But we were unprepared for his description 
of the ceramic statues in the display case.

“You all know about the virgin Mary, right?” he said in Spanish. 
“This statue is the chinese equivalent to Mary, because this is 
the mother goddess that we worship. and this chinese statue 
is like Joseph, because he is a lesser god. and this god next to 
it is like another of your saints that you worship,” he continued.

our jaws nearly hit the floor. This chinese-Panamanian was 
describing his household idols using the catholic saints as 
his analogy! without the transforming light of the Gospel 
to illuminate the darkness of superstition and syncretism, 
it was easy to see how, in his ignorance, he could make this 
comparison. 

In Panama alone, there are nearly 300,000 chinese immigrants 
like Juan. The overwhelming majority have never yet clearly 
heard the Gospel. with the support of wheaton Bible church, 
our prayer is that we can help the Panamanian church 
evangelize the chinese population living here and one day, 
send out Panamanian missionaries to serve in china! ■

FROM Paul and CaROlyn

Serving in Asia

during december some islanders who had spent time in 
prison for their faith visited our city. what a joy to reconnect in 
person and be reminded again of what intense obstacles these 
believers face! I especially savored one reunion because our 
hearts connected like they did before, and our times together 
were so uplifting. I was encouraged by the faith that is still 
alive, and she was encouraged by a more free environment and 
our times of prayer. we don’t know what’s ahead, but we know 
who goes with us. how wonderful that we aren’t alone. ■

FROM Mike and Peggy lOwe

Serving in Greece with Hellenic Ministries 

after a whirlwind furlough this past year in the US, Peggy 
Lowe is finding her heart in the sanctity-of-human-life issue in 
Greece. as Mike and Peggy are developing the hope center 
Maternity home in athens, they are seeing that this new and 
exciting ministry encompasses a much larger issue—God’s 
plan for life. 

“I have loved being able to talk to young men and women on 
college campuses about their sexuality,” writes Peggy. “Mike 
and I were able to address about a hundred and fifty teens 
this summer and present them with God’s plan for sex, as well 
as information about abortion, and secondary virginity. I also 
received training in post-abortion recovery and look forward 
to training Greek counselors in this process so we can walk 
alongside women during the healing process.” 

“This need is so great,” Peggy adds, “because abortions (and 
multiple abortions per woman) are very common in Greece. 
Please pray with us that the church in Greece will catch this 
vision and join us in proclaiming God’s design for life, sex, and 
marriage. Thank you for your support of the hope center and 
your investment in this life-saving ministry!” ■

FROM an unnaMed MissiOnaRy in asia

we recently received our first gift from wheaton Bible church 
and wanted to say thanks for partnering with us to reach our 
hindu neighbors. we have settled into our new home and 
have been remarking that life is both normal and foreign at 
times. when we are in our home with our kids, feeding them 
or playing with them, life seems remarkably like we are back in 
wheaton. we can forget that we live in this part of asia. Then a 
donkey or cow will call out and remind us of the new place we 
call home. 

we have been continually amazed at all the little things that 
the Lord has taken care of for us, like housing and quick 
friendships. Just today our landlords are having a housewarm-
ing party for themselves and inviting eighty of their friends. 
we have become quick friends, and they invited us as well. 

notes & news 

from Our Missionaries
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we are eager to meet more people in the community and eat 
some good food. Parties are not foreign, but before the party 
they had a puja where they dedicated the house to Lord Shiva, 
the god they worship. That is very foreign and a reminder of 
the real and evil forces at work in this country and even in the 
home where we live. we worship the one true God, yet they 
offer worship to demons. always a reminder of where we live. 
Thanks again for your partnership. ■

FROM MaRCus and BeCkie BaiRd 

Serving in Colorado Correctional Centers 
with Good News Jail and Prison Ministry

on a regular basis, Marcus sees offenders come to christ 
and watches their lives change. But recently, Marcus had 
an opportunity to minister in a profound way to prison 
staff when two of their own were physically attacked by an 
inmate. Marcus shares: “This year two female staff members 
were attacked by an offender at one of the colorado prisons 
where I am a chaplain. one sergeant was killed in the attack, 
and another was seriously injured and almost lost her life. 
The attack hit very close to home for those who work in the 
colorado department of corrections, because we trained 
together and rubbed shoulders with the staff member killed 
and with the one gravely injured. It was tough. 

“The day this happened, I committed to focus on ministry 
to staff at three prisons and leaned into God for strength. I 
spent two twelve-hour days doing just that, visiting every staff 
member and officer working the Living Units. Many confided 
with me about how this incident affected them. They talked 
about leaving the profession, wrestled with stereotyping the 
offenders, and vented about cutbacks in the state putting 
them in harm’s way and nobody cares. 

“at the same time, many staff voiced great appreciation to 
me for checking in on them. during one visit, a sergeant who 
was working the prison yard near where my office is located 
stated, ‘If something was to happen in this prison right now, I 
would grab 
you and take 
you with me.’ 
I was shocked! 
what this tells 
me is that he 
respects me 
and what I do 
at this prison. 
It affirmed that 
I am making a 
difference in 
the lives of those I work with. I was humbled by his confidence 
and knew that it had not been earned overnight. 

“Prisons can be very dark and violent, and I’m deeply thankful 
to be God’s small beacon of light in this dark place. Thanks for 
making this ministry possible.”  ■

although our hoPe [KeNYa] 
partnership with world relief 
Kenya and Parklands Baptist 
church in Nairobi has been 
under way for just over a year, we 
continue to hear amazing reports 
from Turkana.

fruits and vEgEtablEs 
It’s harvest time for the farmers at Lomareng! one of 
the farmers, david epuyo, harvested 40 melons from his 
plot. he sold 30 of them, and with the profit was able to 
purchase rice, beans, and maize, as well as two female 
goats. david and the other farmers are encouraged 
by this success and thankful for the irrigation made 
possible by the new well in their community. 

pastors’ EduCation opportunity
completing a high school education was the heart’s 
desire of Pastor Phillip, who was forced to leave school 
years ago because his parents were unable to pay 
tuition fees. he and six other Turkana pastors are now 
experiencing what he calls “a dream come true.” 

when their desire for education was brought to the 
Lokitaung high School, school officials agreed to admit 
the pastors into an adult program. Seeing their pastors 
going back to school has spurred a lot of interest in the 
community. 

This education will make it possible for these seven 
pastors to be more effective in their ministry as well 
as earn them greater respect in their communities. 
Their teacher has commended these students for their 
seriousness, enthusiasm, and desire to learn. Three of 
these high school candidates will sit for the national 
exams in 2013, and the next four pastors in 2015. 

Members of wBc’s Global outreach team had the 
privilege of spending time with these pastors during 
the visit to Turkana last June, and they came away with 
a strong sense of God’s call on their lives to serve the 
Turkana people. ■

Five of the Turkana pastors who have returned to school to complete their 
high school education

Early
Fruit
From 

David Epuyo in his 
melon plot at Lomareng

Marcus Baird ministers to a prison staff member.
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By Scott Landon, Executive Director

During our Amazing Grace sermon series earlier this year, 
I was reminded of some excellent books that draw a connection 
between God’s grace and our giving. I would recommend both 
Transforming Grace by Jerry Bridges and The Treasure Principle by 
randy alcorn—books that speak to how generosity flows from 
the grace of God. 

each of these authors points to 2 corinthians 8–9. This is one of 
the best Scripture passages on the subject of christian giving, 
as Paul challenges the corinthian christians to give generously. 
In chapter 8 he holds up the generosity of the Macedonian 
believers as an example to his readers:

Brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has 
given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, 
their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 
they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this 
service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but 
they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping 
with God’s will. So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a 
beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your 
part. But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for 
us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of 
your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich. —2 corinthians 8:1–9

The generosity of the Macedonian churches was indeed 
remarkable. They gave not according to their ability but “beyond 
their ability” (v. 3, emphasis added). and all this for people they 
had never seen or met!

The Macedonian Christians understood 
the joy of giving. About them Paul 
writes, “Out of the most severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty 
welled up in rich generosity” (2 Cor. 8:2). 

how do the words severe trial, overflowing joy, extreme poverty, 
and rich generosity all fit together in one verse? what was the 
secret of such an outpouring of generosity? 

Paul said the Macedonians’ secret was the grace of God (see 2 
corinthians 8:1). here Paul uses grace to mean a working of the 
holy Spirit in the lives of believers. This sense is different from 
the idea of God’s unmerited favor considered as the source 
of blessing. rather, it refers to the working of God’s Spirit as a 
concrete expression of that favor.

It’s extremely humbling to receive gifts from people in far 
greater need than you are. I’ve experienced that as a missionary 
receiving financial and prayer support. at other times, on 
mission trips, I’ve been on the receiving end as people who 
had significantly fewer resources served me their very best 
food—and did it with great smiles of joy. They’re not pretending 
that this sacrifice makes them happy. It really does!

In verse 6, Paul calls the Macedonians’ giving an “act of grace.” 
The same Greek word is used for both christian giving and God’s 
grace. 

The Bible calls us to “excel in this grace of 
giving” (v. 7). A very high standard! Could 
we describe our giving as excellent?
In verse 9, Paul appeals to christ’s grace as a motivation to give: 
“You know the grace of our Lord Jesus christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through 
his poverty might become rich.” 

Paul was not laying a guilt trip on the corinthian believers. 
rather, he wanted them not only to give generously but also to 
give from a sense of gratitude for God’s grace. he wanted people 
to give not from a sense of duty and compulsion but cheerfully, 
as a loving response to what God has already given them in 
christ. This is truly grace giving. 

It is christ’s grace that defines and motivates our giving and puts 
it into perspective. as thunder follows lightning, giving follows 
grace. when God’s grace touches us, we can’t help but respond 
generously. and as the Macedonians knew, giving is simply the 
overflow of joy. only when we are thoroughly convinced that 
the christian life is entirely the result of God’s grace are we able 
to give out of grateful and loving hearts. ■

g i v i n g
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one of the newest members of our Board of elders, Jeff was 
elected to his first term on the board at the January 20, 2013 
annual Meeting.

how long have you been a member 
of Wheaton bible Church? 

Ten years. Brooke and I each attended the church while 
students at wheaton college. after we were married, we 
decided to explore other churches but were drawn back 
to wBc because of the strong teaching and emphasis on 
community.

describe a memorable church experience.

I’d have to mention three. The Sundays when each of our four 
children was dedicated are certainly profound memories, as 
was being baptized at the old church in downtown wheaton. 
In addition, Step out Sunday, our first worship service in the 
big tent—here on the site where the current church now 
rests—was instrumental in planting our roots in this church.

how and when did you accept Christ as your savior?

when I was five years old, I accepted christ as my Savior 
in Sunday school class at the evangelical Free church of 
Lena, Illinois. My faith has certainly gone through peaks and 
valleys, but my time at wheaton college, building lifelong 
relationships with christian friends, was key in maturing and 
solidifying my faith.

do you have a favorite portion of scripture? 

Some of my favorite verses to pray over lately have been James 
3:13–18:

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show 
it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that 
comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the 
truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but 
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy 
and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 
practice.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and 
good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in 
peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

These verses distinguish between heavenly wisdom and 
earthly, unspiritual wisdom. I find that living in our culture 

and working in a fast-paced, competitive career, I far too often 
fall into the trap of finding significance in material things 
and status. when I read these verses in James, I’m quickly 
reminded of the values and focus christ desires of me.

tell us about your growing-up years. 

I am the oldest of five kids and grew up in a small town in 
northwest Illinois, where my parents still reside. My dad is a 
large-animal (cows, not cats) veterinarian, and my mom is a 
homemaker. Growing up in a small town was great. You knew 
everyone and could ride your bike anywhere, and there were 
nearby farms where I could ride my four-wheeler! 

Both my parents left thumbprints on my 
faith. My mom taught me consistency and 
the importance of prayer, and from my 
dad I learned the passion of worship and 
the desire to see others come to Christ. 
describe your family. 

I have a beautiful wife, Brooke, and four awesome kids—Leah, 
age eight; Jake, five; hailey, three; and Bridget, 1. Brooke and 
I have been married for 11 very quick years! Leah is super 
creative and loves horses. Jake is all-sports-all-the-time and 
loves derrick rose and the Bulls. I’m lucky that he also shares 
my passion for the Packers! hailey is our firecracker and has a 
passion for life that I hope never fades. Bridget is exactly what 
a fourth child with three energetic siblings is supposed to 
be—laid-back and very cute! 

What can you tell us about your upbringing that 
offers insight about you or your walk with god?

when I was very young, my dad taught me the importance of 
tithing, and my mom led by example in showing generosity 
and hospitality to others. Those continue to be ways in which 
Brooke and I love to worship—giving and sharing of our time, 
talents, and treasures.

if you could speak with each member of the 
congregation, what would you say? 

I would let each of them know that I love them and that I want 
to be an encouragement to them. I would urge them to be 
involved in a smaller community that is focused on reaching 
others for God. I would ask for their grace and understanding 
for both myself and our church. I am far from perfect, and 
while our church does many, many great things, it is not 
perfect either. we will do the best we can to lead them but 
appreciate their understanding when we fall short of following 
the direction of God. ■

ELDEr PrOFILE: Jeff WesTOn
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Since Sue and Brad Mitchell shared 
their enthusiasm for the Safe Families 
program last winter, they have adopted 
twin baby girls, who arrived as a happy 
New Year’s eve surprise: elizabeth Jane, 
who weighed 5 pounds, 15 ounces, 
and rebecca Grace, who came into the 
world weighing w 3 pounds, 13 ounces. 

“The girls were born six weeks early,” Sue 
says, “so they spent about two weeks 
in the hospital before coming home and creating beautiful chaos! we love them so 
much and are so thankful to their birth mom for choosing life. Praise God for them!”

read the original LIFE story here:

It was back in the fall of 2011 when LIFE featured an article and interview with 
Pastor rob Bugh, including an excerpt from his soon-to-be-released book, 
When the Bottom Drops Out: Finding Grace in the Depths of Disappointment. on 
September 11, 2011, shortly after that story appeared, rob began a seven-part 
sermon series called “when the Bottom drops out.” It was the most well-attended 
series since rob came to wheaton Bible church nearly two decades ago. 

In the days since, rob’s story has continued to touch many lives, both here in our 
church and elsewhere, as he has been invited to share what God taught him through 
the brutal cancer struggle and eventual death of his first wife, carol, in august 2006. 

In addition to opportunities to speak at other churches, rob also received invitations 
to participate in a number of radio interviews, including programs on both the 
Moody and Salem radio Networks, as well as a three-part interview with rob and 
rhonda last december on the nationally syndicated Family Life Today radio program. 

writing the book, rob says, was one of the toughest assignments he’s taken on, but 
the response to the book—now in its second printing—has been heartening. rob 
has been encouraged by notes from those helped by the lessons he has shared, 
including a statement by one recent widow who had been given a copy of the book. 
when she was asked during a radio interview what books in addition to the Bible had 
helped her in dealing with her grief, she had an immediate and enthusiastic response. 

“By far, by far, by far,” she said, “the best book that has helped me 
is one by rob Bugh called When the Bottom Drops Out!”

read the original LIFE story here:
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Brad and Sue Mitchell, with sons Luke, Alex, Caleb, Will, and Nathan.

AS soon as Sue Mitchell heard about the  

Safe Families program four years ago,  

she knew she wanted to be part of it. 

Listening to Moody Radio as she drove down North Avenue 

one afternoon, she heard how this new program was helping 

families in crisis by providing care for their kids. Through Safe 

Families, volunteers and families were opening their homes to 

offer temporary care to kids whose own families were dealing 

with issues surrounding homelessness, treatment for substance 

abuse, a medical emergency, or other difficult circumstances. 

“It was brand-new, and I thought it was a phenomenal  

idea,” Sue recalls. “As soon as I heard about it, I went 

home and told my husband we had to do this!”

At the time, Sue and Brad, her husband, were parents  

of five boys ranging in age from six to ten—including  

six-year-old triplets. 

Once the triplets were born and they had become a  

family of seven, the Mitchells initially thought they  

were finished having kids, but a few years later Sue began  

to wonder whether that was really the case. 

“We like being parents. We love our kids, and we have a lot 

of fun at our house,” she said. But at the time, they weren’t 

ready to adopt, and foster care raised the fear of getting 

really attached to kids who would be with them for a year or 

two and would eventually go back to their own families. 

For Sue and Brad, Safe Families was a great fit. 

Over the past four years they have cared for eight children 

in their home through the Safe Families program, including 

a newborn whose mother delivered her baby boy while 

serving time in jail. He was with the Mitchell family for two 

months while his mom finished serving her sentence. 

“That experience was so special because he was so tiny,”  

Sue said. “We picked him up from the hospital, and my  

middle son, who I think was probably ten at the time, just fell 

in love with him. It was Christmastime, and we would lay the 

baby under the tree, and he would look at the sparkling lights. 

Photo by Jon Langham
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Rob Bugh, Senior Pastor of Wheaton Bible Church

Finding Grace in the  

Depths of Disappointment
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When the Bottom 

Drops Out

Finding Grace in the 

Depths of Disappointment

by Robert Bugh

DROPS    

W
hen Rob Bugh came to be pastor of Wheaton Bible 

Church in September 1994, he was joined by his wife, 

Carol, daughters Shannon, Kyle, and Alissa, and new-

born son, Ryan. Following their move from Memphis, Tennessee,  

the family settled smoothly into the life of the church and the  

community. Here, the Bughs put down roots, grew friendships, 

and enjoyed what Rob calls an “uncommonly good” marriage. 

Rob and Carol were partners, he says, both in life and in 

ministry—a partnership that helped Rob deal with the tragic  

loss of one of his closest friends, Dr. Tom Williams, to a rare  

and deadly cancer in the spring of 2005. 

Tom, a dynamic individual, was what Rob calls “a man’s man.”  

A highly respected general surgeon, Tom was president of the 

medical staff at Central DuPage Hospital. He and Rob shared 

a love of active sports, including barefoot waterskiing. 

Their friendship began shortly after Rob came to Wheaton 

Bible Church, and led to shared family vacations, and even 

more significantly, to a shared passion for seeing others 

come to Christ. Tom was, Rob recounts, a gifted evangelist 

who was consumed with telling people about Jesus. 

“Tom and I,” Rob says, “were passionate about the Kingdom  

and about life.” Their friendship, forged over the years, made  

Tom’s death a devastating blow. 

But even as Carol supported Rob through his grief over the loss  

of his friend, her own cancer diagnosis was lurking just around  

the corner—a second crisis in less than a year, and one that  

struck within Rob’s own family.
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From time to time in this space, we’ll be 

sharing updates on some of the people we’ve 
met and the stories we’ve presented in past 

issues of LIFE at Wheaton Bible Church. 

Photo by Jon Langham
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adult ministry 
•	 Sunday adult classes

•	 college Ministry 

•	 Young adults
rhonda Ford, 630.876.6610 
rford@wheatonbible.org

baptism 
caroljoy Spensley, 630.876.6635 
baptism@wheatonbible.org 

Chapters bookstore 
Nicole camargo, 630.876.6673 
chapters@wheatonbible.org

Children’s ministry
Pam Moore, 630.876.6627 
pmoore@wheatonbible.org

Church finance/giving
Michael Miles, 630.876.6625 
financedept@wheatonbible.org

Communication
dave Thomson, 630.876.6642 
dthomson@wheatonbible.org

Community groups
rhonda Ford, 630.876.6610
rford@wheatonbible.org

family ministry
Becky anderson, 630.876.6602 
banderson@wheatonbible.org

funerals 
caroljoy Spensley, 630.876.6635 
cjspensley@wheatonbible.org

getting Connected 
angie roberts, 630.876.6659 
connect@wheatonbible.org

global outreach
•	 Go Teams
•	 hoPe[KeNYa]
•	 Move Initiative
Jan Sokoloski, 630.876.6630 
globaloutreach@wheatonbible.org 

iglesia del pueblo
Bianca carmona, 630.876.6623 
bcarmona@wheatonbible.org

low income legal aid
administer Justice, 877.778.6006
help@administerjustice.org

library 
Judi Turek, 630.876.6671  
library@wheatonbible.org 

local impact 
Katie Labosier, 630.876.6628
klabosier@wheatonbible.org  

maturing adults
Susan hands, 630.260.1600
shands@wheatonbible.org

membership 
angie roberts, 630.876.6659 
connect@wheatonbible.org

men’s ministry 
Becky anderson, 630.876.6602 
banderson@wheatonbible.org 

preschool—Weekdays
esther erickson, 630.876.6674 
eerickson@wheatonbible.org   

puente del pueblo
Matthew McNiel, 630.876.6681
mmcniel@wheatonbible.org

scheduling a room
Judi Gillison, 630.876.6612 
jgillison@wheatonbible.org

singles ministry 
Jonathan Ziman, 630.876.6670 
jziman@wheatonbible.org 

student ministry
amanda McLaughlin, 630.876.6650
studentministries@wheatonbible.org

support groups
Bill Brown , 630.876.6686 
bbrown@wheatonbible.org

volunteering
angie roberts, 630.876.6659 
aroberts@wheatonbible.org

Weddings 
Judi Gillison, 630.876.6612 
jgillison@wheatonbible.org

Women’s ministry 
Becky anderson, 630.876.6602 
women@wheatonbible.org 

Worship and Creative arts
caroljoy Spensley, 630.876.6635 
cjspensley@wheatonbible.org

When is the indoor playground,  
the play Zone, open?
•	 Monday, 8:00 am–5:00 pm

•	 Tuesday–Friday, 8:00–9:15 am, 
11:35 am–1:00 pm, 3:00–5:00 pm

•	 Saturday, 8:00 am–12:00 pm

•	 Sunday, closed

•	 Parental supervision and 
socks required.

What are the library and 
dvd Corner hours?
•	 The Library is open when 

the building is open.

•	 The dvd corner is open Sunday 
and wednesday mornings.

When is gathering grounds open?
•	 wednesday, 9:00 am–1:00 pm 

•	 Sunday, 7:00 am–2:00 pm

What are Chapters bookstore hours?
•	   Monday–Friday, 9:00 am–2:00 pm

•	 wednesday, 6:30 –9:00 pm

•	 Sunday, 7:30 am–2:00 pm 

i wasn’t here on sunday.  
how can i make an offering?
•	   There is a drop-box slot in  

the atrium wall. It is next to the  
west worship center doors and  
to the right of the visitor center. 

•	 You can also give online at  
wheatonbible.org/Give. 

When is the prayer tower open?
•	 The Prayer Tower is available 

when the building is open.

Where is the lost and found?
•	   The Lost and Found is located 

in a large cabinet on the main 
level, to the right of the children’s 
Ministry welcome desk.

•	 also at the main welcome desk  
in the atrium.

how can i listen to sermons?
•	 Sunday sermons are available on 

the wBc website, through the 
wBc app, and by podcast.

for answers to other questions, call 
the Welcome desk, 630.260.1600, or 
visit our website, wheatonbible.org
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PAINTING
PLANTING
BUILDING
BRIDGES
MULCHING
loving
neighbors
Cleaning
Serving 
Giving time
Reaching out
carefest
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save the date


