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For years I have been one of many who say, “We don’t go  
to church; we are the church.” On one hand, that is a helpful 
and biblical statement. On the other hand, it can be mislead-
ing, because place, like architecture, is never irrelevant. 

Gary Dausey—who so ably facilitated, guided, and shepherded WBC’s 
enormous relocation project as we moved from downtown Wheaton 
to our North Avenue campus—has wonderfully captured the high-
lights of that faith journey in a soon-to-be-published book. In this 
issue of LIFE at Wheaton Bible Church, we are sharing excerpts  
of his account of the 80-plus-year faith journey of Wheaton Bible 
Church and the places we have gathered to worship. 

In that story, Gary rightly emphasizes both the sovereignty of  
God and the grace of God in the history of our church.

Over those years it has been our privilege, indeed our mission, to  
lift up the Gospel. It alone is “the power of God for . . . salvation”  
(Romans 1:16). Our story as a church is nothing if not a testimony  
to the power of the Gospel to save, redeem, liberate, and change  
lives. Our relocation, properly understood, is the story of the  
ongoing ministry of the Spirit through the Gospel. We have tasted  
and seen, as Psalm 34:8 reminds us, that the Lord is good.

From our earliest days, WBC’s sweet spot has been sending—sending 
people around the world to reach others for Christ, and also being 
sent ourselves to bring the light of the Gospel into our communities 
and our everyday relationships. 

Our new campus, in the providence of God, has only accelerated  
and focused that disciple-making commitment. 

Enjoy these excerpts from Gary’s book, and celebrate this story  
of God’s provision and grace.

In awe of His  
amazing love,

Rob Bugh,  
Senior Pastor



ABOuT ThIs Issue . . .
our feature article in this issue offers just a taste of Here We 
Are to Worship—The Story of Wheaton Bible Church Places of 
Worship, a soon-to-be-published book by wBc’s associate 
Pastor emeritus, Gary dausey. Gary’s book traces God’s 
leading and provision for our church from its earliest days 
to the present, and while he is quick to point out that this is 
not an exhaustive history of our church, it is readily apparent 
how each of those places of worship, and the details of how 
they came into being, tell a great deal about our church, 
its vision, and its values through these 80-plus years.

we thank Gary for graciously allowing us  
to share these excerpts and heartily  
recommend his book to our readers. 

u Find LIFE online at:  
www.lifeatwheatonbiblechurch.com
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am, west worship center  
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630.260.1600 
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We exist to … 
love God, grow together,  
                            and reach the world.

The mission of wheaton Bible church is to love God,  
grow together, and reach the world. we believe that  
God has called the whole church—young or old, single  
or married, new or long-time believers—to a lifelong 
 journey of becoming and making disciples of Jesus  
christ. our mission captures, in simple phrases, what  
Jesus expressed in the Great commandment and the  
Great commission. Jesus loved God, loved others, and 
shared this Good News with all who would listen. we  
want to do what he commanded and live the way he lived.

our mission is represented visually using three interlocking 
circular shapes. each element is unique, yet it cannot be 

separated from the other two. The arrows suggest continual movement. Loving God  
keeps our eyes focused on the author and Sustainer of our faith and flourishes best 
among a loving community of believers. Growing together is an ongoing process that 
is born from our love for God and must flow out into reaching the world. Reaching the 
world is a journey fueled by the desire to see all people come to know and love God.

our mission provides focus and direction. everything we do as a church begins 
with it. our annual plans, ministries, worship services, and communication  
are all evaluated against it. 
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“One generation  will commend your  works to another.”
PSALM 145:4

G A R Y  D A U S E Y

The Story of the Wheaton Bible Church Places of Worship

Here We Are  to Worship

One generation will commend 
your works to another.  —Psalm 145:4

The Story of the Wheaton Bible 
Church Places of Worship

From the introduction of Gary’s soon-to-be-published book,  
Here We Are to Worship: 

My inspiration to write this book started on July 20, 2008. 
It was the very first Sunday in our new church home 

on North Avenue. I stood at the top of the stairs just outside 
the Chapel and scanned the Atrium. It was a beehive of activity. 
Singles, couples, and families were coming through the main 
doors. Many seemed to know exactly where they were headed; 
others were looking at building maps; still others were lined up 
to ask questions at the Welcome Desk. Although I knew many 
of the people, there were also many I had never seen before.

As I watched, two strong emotions welled up within me. The first 
was a very deep sense of gratitude for what God had done, and 
the second was a profound sense of the responsibility the Lord 
had given to Wheaton Bible Church as stewards of our new facil-
ity. This day marked the culmination of years of vision casting, 
program planning, architectural designing, financial planning, 
fund-raising, ‘permitting,’ and finally, constructing, equipping, 
and moving. Now we were really here. What struck me that day 
was not the detail of our new 235,000-square-foot building or 
the 47-acre campus—those of us on the building team had been 
living with that for years. It was the people and the new ministry 
opportunities that we would have for our current church family 
and for the children, students, and adults who were yet to come. 

Here We Are to

WorsHip

Gary dausey overlooking the atrium

available in early october!

Photo by Jon Langham
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There have been several major events marking the  
history of Wheaton Bible Church, but apart from our  
founding, none have been as great as the move into  
our new facility in 2008 and the subsequent increase  
in ministry opportunities. 

But how did this all come about? What precipitated  
the discussions that would ultimately move the nearly  
eighty-year-old church from its historic location in 
downtown Wheaton to an undeveloped piece of land 
a little more than four miles to the northwest? That’s 
what we will explore in the pages that follow.

Conviction, Courage, and Commitment
although wheaton Bible church traces its roots back to a 
church formed on the campus of wheaton college in 1860, 
it wasn’t until 1929 that our church was officially founded. 

In June of that year, 160 people signed a charter for a new 
church called the wheaton college Interdenominational 
church. a few years later, reflecting a desire to enlarge the 
outreach of the church beyond the college campus, the 
name was officially changed to wheaton Bible church.

The church’s founding documents include this statement: 
“Its faith and practice stand on the foundation of the Bible,   
which is the inspired, infallible and inviolable word of God.”

Our First Building Project
The call to construct our first church building was an 
early sign of the incredible commitment of the people of 
Wheaton Bible Church. In the heart of the Great Depres-
sion, May 1935, a letter went out from the church’s first 
Pastor, Kenneth Amsler, encouraging the people to “give 
sacrificially toward the new building, but not to forget the 
current expenses and the missionary commitments.” 

So, in the midst of the Great Depression, with no physical 
assets whatsoever and only 291 members, the people 
gave with overwhelming sacrifice to purchase land and 
construct our first church building. On March 22, 1936, 
the congregation met for the first time in the new building 
at the corner of Cross and Union Streets. What a moment 
that must have been. The cost of the Cross Street land was 
$4,050; the building was constructed at a cost of $30,000 
(including $3,000 for furnishings). The average wage-
earner’s annual income in 1936 was approximately $1,160.

1936—our First church Building, wheaton Bible church– 
cross and Union Streets

1947—First christian education addition–cross Street

Our First Building Expands
Over the course of the next decade, the continued growth 
and outreach of the church saw the congregation step up 
to new challenges and commitments. In 1947, a Christian 
Education wing was added, and in 1959 a new worship 
center was built, with seating for 1,100 worshipers. 

1960—New Sanctuary

In 1982, the original church structure, built in 1936, and 
the attached Christian education wing were demolished. 
A new Christian education building was constructed in 
their place, at a cost of $4 million. It was a time when 
interest rates for loans were well into the double digits. The 
church had raised approximately half the amount needed 
in cash and financed the balance over the next ten years. 

All church construction projects are stressful for a church. 
This one was particularly painful for some because of the 
demolition of the original church building. Many had been 
married there, and some had held funeral services for 
family members in that building. The construction period 
also took its toll on the church because, during nearly two 
years of construction, much of the Christian education 
program had to move off campus. Classes were spread 
out over a seven-block area around the church and were 
held in homes, municipal and commercial buildings, and a 
local funeral home. The new building doubled the amount 
of space designated for Christian education and made 
it possible to bring all our staff offices under one roof. 
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 1982—New christian education Facility

A Great Opportunity for Additional Space 
In March 1987, Wheaton Bible Church purchased the 
former Christian Science Church, located on the corner 
of Main and Union Streets, adjacent to our other proper-
ties, at a cost of $225,000. We renamed the building 
Main Street Chapel. It quickly became the home of our 
Junior High and High School Ministries, and in 1990, it 
was the place where our Hispanic Ministry was born. 

1987—Main Street chapel

what started out as a small Spanish-language Bible study 
of thirteen people led by wheaton college graduate 
student rodrigo chavarria, soon turned into a fully-
functioning church of three hundred to four hundred men 
and women from many nations. Their common thread 
was the Spanish language and a desire to know the Lord. 

We didn’t know where God was taking us with this new 
opportunity, but we wanted to ensure that we were respon-
sive to His leading and direction. We have been learning 
together ever since that time, and the Lord has continued 
to richly bless the ministry of our Hispanic congregation.

The Growth Continues
By 1997, our church had contem-
porary services at 8:15 and 9:35 
am, and both a traditional service 
and a Hispanic service were held 
concurrently at 11:10 am.

Our Sunday worship attendance  
was steadily growing, and even  

though our new Christian education facility provided over 
forty meeting spaces, we were once again gathering in 
nearby homes and other institutional buildings for Sunday 
school. Parking became more and more of a challenge, and 
bumper-to-bumper parking was practiced in most of our lots. 

It appeared that we would continue to grow if we  
could ensure that we had the right balance of worship,  
classroom, and parking space to accommodate it. It was  
time once again to address the future, as other generations  
before us had done.

Seeking the Mind of the Lord
Those who had gone before us stepped out with great 
courage and sacrifice to provide what we had enjoyed for 
many years. Now it appeared that God had even greater 
things for us to do. But how could we know the mind of the 
Lord for the future? How could we provide for a thriving 
ministry for generations to come? The Elders, staff, and the 
whole church engaged in extended times of prayer to seek 
the mind of the Lord about what He wanted us to do next.

over many weeks and months of study, discussion, and in-
vestigation, multiple scenarios for expanding our facilities 
on Main Street were explored. None, however, would pro-
vide a long-term solution to our space concerns. eventu-
ally, a decision was made to explore a possible relocation.

In July 1998, the Elders appointed a committee called the 
Alternate Site Selection Committee. The purpose of this 
committee was to investigate possible site options if we 
decided to relocate. What became evident very early in the 
search was the dearth of suitable sites within a reasonable 
distance from our existing church. We initially sought 
sites that were in the 25- to 30-acre range, but with further 
investigation and planning, that was later increased. We set 
a goal to limit ourselves to sites that fell within seven miles 
of our current location. What we found were sites that were 
almost all located in industrial parks surrounded by large-
scale warehouses. Nobody thought that was a good idea.

as potential properties were being investigated, a key 
conversation was initiated that would result in the 
eventual relocation of wheaton Bible church to the 
intersection of North avenue and Morton road.  

An Incredible Site That Wasn’t for Sale 
One site we 
considered was 
just west of 
Gary Avenue 
on St. Charles 
Road, but it 
had several 

issues that could take time to resolve, including extensive 
wetlands issues, multiple owners, and nearby power lines. 
While that site was under consideration, Chairman Chuck 
Stair and committee member Mac Airhart arranged for a 
meeting with local developer Joe Keim. Keim and Airhart 
knew each other professionally as local homebuilders 
and through a homebuilders’ trade association. Keim had 
purchased the former Morton Estate at North Avenue and 
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Morton Road with the intent of subdividing it for single- 
family homes. The land wasn’t for sale, but it couldn’t 
hurt to ask. After some discussion, Mr. Keim was open to 
considering the sale of some of the property to the church.

Mac and his wife, Vonla, had only recently become 
members of Wheaton Bible Church. The conversa-
tion between Mac and Joe Keim would not have 
happened just a few months earlier. This was 
God’s timing and another of His early confirma-
tions that He was leading us. The land itself was 
far beyond our wildest dreams, and we recognized 
that God had opened an incredible door for us.

That was how we ended up with one of the most pristine,  
desirable, and well-situated pieces of land in all of DuPage  
County—when it wasn’t even for sale! 

April 18, 1999,  
Special Congregational Business Meeting
Sunday, April 18, 1999, was a pivotal day for the future of 
Wheaton Bible Church. The members were asked to take a 
step that would lead to a very large commitment spanning 
many years. It was considerably more than a real estate 
commitment; it was a commitment to the future ministry 
of WBC. The spirit of prayer that led up to the meeting con-
tinued that night. Many gathered early before the meeting, 
and small clusters of people could be seen praying through-
out the sanctuary. There was only one question before the 
members that night: should we purchase up to fifty acres 
of the former Morton Manor Estate on North Avenue?

In spite of differing views on this matter, there was a 
spirit of openness, love, and respect in the meeting. 
There were 715 people present, and 681 members voted. 
Although the church constitution required only a majority 
vote for the proposal to pass, the Elders were looking 
for more. The outcome was 79 percent in favor of the 
purchase; 21 percent opposed. The 79 percent approval 
was the Elders’ confirmation to move forward. The vote 
itself was one of those strong confirmations from the 
Lord that He was leading us in this step of faith.

as we considered the move, some concerns were raised  
about the impact the relocation would have on the life  
and ministry of our church: 

Might a significant number of our people decide not  
to move with us, as we had been told often happens  
in a relocation? 

could the cost for the new campus be such a large 
commitment that it would have a major negative effect 
on our giving to our General Fund and to missions?

as to the first of these concerns, while some people left 
in the nine years between the vote and our relocation, 
average attendance at services in 2007 (the last year  
at our old location) was 2,370; average attendance  
jumped to well over 3,000 at Sunday worship during  
our first full year in the new location.

Relating to the concern about giving, I can only say that  
the response of God’s people was remarkable. 

The cost of the land and those related to permitting, civil 
engineering, site design, and numerous studies, totaled 
nearly $10 million. With our five-year land contract, our 
annual costs for the land purchase were roughly $2 million. 

At the time we started the land purchase, our General 
Fund budget was approximately $3 million per year. 
What this meant was that we would have to step up 
from a $3 million annual commitment to a $5 million 
annual commitment—and by the grace of God, we did! 

We fulfilled our commitment in that first year, and then 
in the second, the third, the fourth, and the fifth. Making 
those payments was never easy. A few years we came 
close to the due date with a sizeable gap to close, but we 
made the payments on schedule every year. Our abil-
ity to make these payments each year was yet another 
sign of God’s confirmation to us. From a purely human 
perspective, we shouldn’t have been able to do this. 

Something else was happening during that same five-year 
period. Our General Fund doubled from $3 million to $6 
million, and since our missions budget is a percentage of 
our General Fund, our missions commitment doubled as 
well. By the time we actually moved into our new build-
ing, our total annual giving was in excess of $10 million, 
and our missions commitment grew proportionately.

One Step at a Time
In October 2004, the church made the final payment on 
the property; it was now ours. Over 1,400 Wheaton Bible 
Church families and individuals contributed $10,500,000 
to make this possible. We all recognized that this could 
only have happened because God was leading us.

With title to the land in hand, we were ready for the next 
step. We had moved from vision casting to initial building 
design, and we were now ready for a major decision.

on the evening of January 30, 2005, the motion to build 
the new facility passed. It was one of the most important 
decisions ever made by the wheaton Bible church 
membership. It was now time to move from vision to 
action. The next steps were to sell our existing property, ar-
range long-term financing, and launch a capital campaign.

our bi-lingual Spanish/english capital campaign was 
called, “Step out—en Marcha,” reflecting the unity of our 
Spanish and english congregations in raising the funds 
for the construction of our new North avenue campus. 

Sunday, May 15, 2005, “Step Out” Sunday, was a unique 
and inspirational worship service at the new property, 
held in a very large tent. It was a combined worship 
experience, highlighting the worship teams of both the 
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking congregations. 

It was a bittersweet day for the church family, however, 
because an announcement was made that early Saturday 
morning the day before, Dr. Tom Williams had lost his 
battle with cancer and had gone to be with the Lord. He 
was a very close friend and accountability partner with 
Pastor Rob and had a heart for evangelism and outreach. 
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He was passionate about the greater outreach opportun-
ities we would have at the new site. He was too ill to address 
the January 30 Business Meeting, so his wife, Rhonda, read 
a letter from him to the congregation. That morning we 
rejoiced that Tom, too, was worshiping, not in a tent but  
in the presence of the Lord. 

There was a spirit of anticipation in the air. The worship 
service began at 10:00 am with enthusiastic singing and  
special music from the combined worship teams. It 
included a video tour of the new church campus and  
messages from both Pastor Rob Bugh and Pastor Al 
Guerra, then Senior Pastor of Iglesia del Pueblo. It  
concluded with an opportunity to make three-year  
commitments to the capital campaign. The morning  
was capped with the placement of bricks, symbolically  
marking the perimeter of the new church.

By the next month, Scott Landon, our Director of 
Finance and Administration, indicated that we had met 
and exceeded our first goal of raising cash and pledges 
of $14 million. Our “Step Out—En Marcha” commit-
ments had actually reached $16,235,000. Over the next 
few years this increased to more than $19 million. By 
November of that year, Scott reported that the second 
goal of receiving $4 million in cash had been achieved. 

All of this was possible because of the incredible com-
mitment and sacrifice of our congregation. The giving 
was very broad-based and included little banks filled 
with pennies by children in our Sunday school, highly 
sacrificial commitments of various amounts from many 
families and singles, and a handful of larger gifts that 
also represented significant sacrifice and commitment. 
Another goal that had to be reached before we could begin 
construction was the securing of a construction loan.

spring of 2006—Site work Under way

Securing the Loan
At the church’s Annual Meeting on January 29, 2006,  
the members authorized the Elders to secure a con- 
struction loan up to $30 million. Much of the loan would  
be paid back with current contributions, and the balance  
would be rolled over into a long-term loan once the  
building was completed. 

The ongoing sacrificial giving of a broad base of our  
people was both humbling and encouraging. Because  

of their faithful giving, it was September 2007 before we 
had to draw from the construction loan. By that time, 
we had already completed 47 percent of the building. 
About a year and a half after we were approved for 
the loan and hadn’t drawn from it, the lender called 
one day and half jokingly asked if we ever planned to 
use it. By delaying the need for the loan as long as we 
did, we saved thousands of dollars in interest costs.

The Unexpected and Unwanted
In August 2005, just about the time we started our initial 
site-preparation work at the new property, and just three  
months after Pastor Rob’s dear friend Tom Williams passed  
away, Carol Bugh, Pastor Rob’s wife, was diagnosed with  
an aggressive form of cancer. Despite months of treatments,  
Carol’s cancer continued its course, and on August 11, 2006,  
she died in her sleep at home. 

Almost exactly two years later, on Sunday, August 24, 2008,  
the new building was dedicated, and Dr. Duane Litfin gave  
a prayer of dedication for the Prayer Tower Chapel, which  
was named in Carol’s honor and memory.

Whenever one gives a thoughtful look at the 
Prayer Tower, the words of Jesus in Matthew 
5:14 come to mind: “You are the light of the 
world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”

Memorable Moments
One day during the construction of the West Worship 
Center, the workmen were installing the Cross on the  
front wall. Normally the space was filled with multiple 
sounds from the men and machinery, but there was an  
interesting stillness that day as a team of men reverently  
carried the Cross and lifted it into place. They may not  
have understood all the theology related to the empty  
Cross, but they understood that the Cross was a symbol  
of something very special.

The Building exterior Takes Form
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During the course of construction, opportunities were 
given for groups of our people to tour the facility on 
designated Saturdays. The visual updates that these tours 
offered were an important part of keeping the church 
informed about the new church building that the Lord 
was providing. On one of those tours, in September 2007, 
many of our people wrote Scripture verses on walls that 
would eventually be covered over by paint and drywall.

A similar experience occurred on Palm Sunday, March 
16, 2008. That afternoon, the church family was invited 
to come to the building to write Scripture verses on 
the floor in the East and West Worship Centers in areas 
that would soon be carpeted. As people arrived, they 
were given marking pens and directed to areas that 
would be covered with carpet. In both spaces, you could 
see people on their knees, with open Bibles, as they 
recorded the verses that they wanted to leave behind. 

Most of the verses written on the floor in the East Worship 
Center were in Spanish. Gary Martens (a member of the 

Building Committee who had professionally overseen 
major construction projects for the school districts where 
he had been employed, and who volunteered to serve as 
our “on the ground” representative throughout construc-
tion) reported that on the following Monday, drywall 
installers working in the East Worship Center were on 
their knees going from verse to verse reading the words. 
For many of them, Spanish was their primary language.

The Move

The day had finally arrived. Sunday, July 20, 2008 
marked the culmination of nine years of seeking 
the mind of the Lord about this facility. It was nine 
years of interaction with the people of Wheaton 
Bible Church about the vision and development 
of a plan, nine years of sacrificial giving on the 
part of our people, nine years of developing an 
architectural program and design, nine years  
of meetings with various government agencies, 
and three years of site work and construction.  
It all came into focus on that day.

The parking lots were filling up, and people were streaming 
through the doors from all directions. Some seemed to 
know exactly where they were headed; others looked a 
little overwhelmed and lost. Large-scale wall maps, printed 
Step In & Discover booklets in English and Spanish, a 
friendly staff at the Welcome Desk, and a host of Front 
Door Ministry volunteers wearing “How Can I Serve You?” 
tags all helped people find their way on that first day. 

As I observed the scene on that morning, I recognized 
many of the people, but I also realized that there were 
many I had never seen before. For me, there was an 
overwhelming sense of God’s goodness to us. All of 
us involved in the project knew that this was so much 
larger than any of us and all of us together. It was clearly 
God’s marvelous provision for Wheaton Bible Church. 
Along with the sense of gratefulness to God came a 
deep sense of responsibility to be good stewards of what 
He had provided. And what He provided was not only 
a wonderful and functional new building but a whole 
new open door to ministry that didn’t exist before. My 
frequent prayer is that we never lose sight of this and 
never take the gift of this new building for granted. n

To God Be The GLorY
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I grew up in a home where a Bible sat on the 
bookshelf but was never opened and read. 

I can remember being drawn to it even as a 
young girl, pulling it off the shelf and looking 
at those thin pages. But it was a mystery to me. 
and even though I attended church at christmas 
and easter, I knew nothing of a personal relation-
ship with the God the Bible talks about. 

My parents gave me total independence growing up,  
but with no accountability. Being passionate and 
energetic in nature, I gave myself 100 percent to good 
pursuits—and to those that would scar me for decades. 

It wasn’t until I was a freshman at the University of Texas 
in austin that a co-worker invited me to church. I went 
and brought my boyfriend, and after the service we 
walked out to the parking lot, where I met my friend’s 
parents. They invited us to go to lunch, but I immediately 
said we couldn’t go, even though we had no plans. In my 
mind and heart I felt such shame and such a sense of 
my own brokenness that I honestly didn’t think I could 
even sit across the table from them for a meal.

Shortly after that day, another co-worker—one who had 
literally hounded me to go to church—asked me one more 
time. This time I said yes. I’m not sure why, but I did, and I 
attended for several months as the pastor taught from the 
book of romans. Finally all the dots connected for me. 

although I had always believed at a very basic level that  
God exists, I finally understood that he is real and wants 
a relationship with me through his Son, Jesus christ. I 
stood up at the end of a service, walked down the center 
aisle, and prayed to receive christ as my Savior. 

From that day on, my life changed—in every way. over the 
following months, I began to open the Bible and try to figure 
it all out. I shared with everyone in my life what God had done. 
That wasn’t easy. My parents thought I had joined a cult, and 
my boyfriend thought nothing in our impure relationship 
would change. But over time, my circle of unhealthy friend-
ships slowly faded, and God brought a christian friend into 
my life—a co-worker who led me in Bible study at lunch and 
who truly loved me and invested in my life. The Lord knew 
how badly I needed just one person to walk alongside me.

Later God brought a godly young man into my life—ray, who  
has now been my husband for 25 years! over those years, we  
have raised three wonderful kids and shared so many joys and  
sorrows—including the kind that drive you to the ground, 
weeping into the carpet. Yet we have learned how to truly 
love and extend grace within the walls of our home. 

So, where am I at right now? I am crazy in love with 
the Lord, remembering daily what he has done for 
me and where I’ve come from. 

The thought of where I might be without him compels me to 
walk in love, grace, and compassion with others and gratitude 
toward him every day. I don’t do that perfectly, but that is 
always my desire. God has also shown me how to live an 
authentic, transparent life, sharing openly with people about 
my journey and about what the Lord has done in my life. 

If God knows everything about me and loves me so intimately,  
I have nothing to fear about what people may think. God  
has done a miracle in my life, taking my brokenness—the  
ashes of my life—and making something truly beautiful  
and useful from them.

Speaking from Philippians 1:15, John Piper recently said, “God  
has given you two gifts: faith and suffering. don’t waste them.”  
I agree wholeheartedly. I don’t want those to be wasted in my  
life. I believe God is the perfect Father who knows what I need  
in the deepest recesses of my heart and life in order to become  
more like him. I am learning to trust him with all of that,  
moment by moment, day by day.  n

“Not to us, o Lord, not to us but to your name  
be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness!” 
—Psalm 115:1

ABOuT The AuThOR: Frances has recently joined the children’s Ministry staff of wheaton Bible church, leading the caring for Kids 
(formerly Treasured Promises) support ministry for children, which offers hope and healing for children in difficult circumstances and whose 
parents are participating in divorcecare, GriefShare, or the Single Parenting groups. She and her husband, ray, have attended wheaton 
Bible church for 10 years and have served in Men’s and women’s Ministries, alpha, Neighborhood Bible clubs, and the Prayer Team.

MyStory
By Frances Worrell
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“There’s a sense when you walk into that  
room that the shame you’ve carried with you  
for many years has been broken, because  
you recognize right away that you’re not  
alone. It’s really, really powerful.”

That’s how one of the almost sixty men who  
attend COMPASS describes the way he feels  
at the beginning of the group’s Thursday  
night meetings.

The guys in COMPASS, men with sexual  
addictions, are serious about pursuing  
sexual purity within a Christian context. 

A Range of Issues

Since coMPaSS began four years ago, the group has 
included men who are dealing with a range of issues. 
“Some are involved in pornography—they’ve never 
crossed what we sometimes refer to as the ‘flesh line.’” 
says Group Leader dave allen. “others have crossed 
that line and been involved in affairs, gone to massage 
parlors, or retained the services of a prostitute. 

“For some, the addictive forces can be the strongest 
with pornography,” he adds, “because it’s only a click 
away on the mouse or a tab on the touch screen. 
But the men who go beyond pornography can find 
themselves addicted also, because the relationships 
and affirmation they get can be overwhelming.”

all these men have core issues that drive their use of 
pornography, affairs, or prostitution. “The main issue for 
many is control,” says dave. “a guy will say to himself, I don’t 
like what’s happening at work, at home, or in my marriage. 
I’m going to take control. I will have something that stimulates 
me. I will look at what I want to look at. and so, a lot of what’s 
going on underneath is an issue of control. In fact, we 
often refer to it as the ‘Master of the Universe’ syndrome. 
Guys think they can do anything and everything and be 
in control of it, but they really can’t. It controls them.” 

The real recovery begins when COMpAss attenders 
realize that their real issue is a heart issue. 

Why “COMPASS”?

why is the group called coMPaSS? dave explains, “The 
truth is that only Jesus christ can show us the way to get to 
our heart issues. he is our true north,” dave says. “we base 
everything on that, and everything in coMPaSS points to 
Jesus. he’s our standard. That’s how coMPaSS helps men who 
are lost in pornography or sexual addictions find a way out.”

Who Attends and Why?

coMPaSS attracts men from across the region. according 
to Men’s Pastor Mark Irvin, probably 60 to 65 percent of 
the guys are not from wheaton Bible church, although 
our church has the largest number of participants. 

“It is a ministry to the region,” Mark says of this support  
group that was inspired by a similar ministry at College  
Church in Wheaton. “We have men coming up from 
 Joliet, from Lockport—even from Kankakee—and  
from other suburbs.”

what brings men to coMPaSS? what motivates them to 
attend or even to work on this problem? “Nine times out of 
ten it’s that they got caught or they felt like they were going 
to be caught,” dave responds. “That’s what happened with 
me. I realized my world was about to fall apart. everything was 
going to come out. could I have lied my way through it? Yes, 
maybe. But it was a combination of just having grown weary  
of the lie and knowing that everything was ready to fall apart.”

Many times, men get “caught” when their wives see what 
they’re looking at or pick up their husbands’ smartphone and 
see the history. others get tripped up by technology—but  
no matter how the truth comes out, dave and others in the 
group see it as God’s grace that allowed the truth to be known. 

“By God’s grace,” dave says, “I got caught. By God’s grace my  
world was ready to fall apart.”

COMPASS
Discovering Direction for Men Pulled Off Course
By Dave Thomson
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The Weekly Meeting

each meeting has two parts and lasts two hours. after a 
large-group teaching time the first hour, the men break 
into small groups the second hour. These groups are led by 
carefully chosen men who have been “clean” for at least one 
year, who know God’s word, and who are spiritually mature. 

Dave emphasizes three things in COMpAss—three areas,  
he says, that require hard work: 

•	 ReCOveRy—overcoming the habits and addictions  
that have built up over the years.

•	 MARRIAge—because sexual addiction puts every  
marriage it touches under great strain. (These  
addictions abuse and hurt wives, so a lot of  
work goes into repairing broken marriages.)

•	 SPIRITuAl gROWTh—the most important emphasis,  
includes the things the men need to do to grow closer  
to God and become more like Jesus.

The large-group time includes a “check-in” by a few guys  
each week. each one says something like, “Good evening.  
My name is Bill Smith. I’m a child of God, but I’ve struggled  
with sexual sin all my adult life. By his grace and with  
the help of you brothers around this circle, I’ve been  
sober since June 20, 2010.”

Specific struggles are taken to the small group of about 
six or seven guys. That group provides the higher level of 
accountability and stronger relationships, and in those groups, 
every man checks in and shares concerns and victories.

“The important dynamic, just like within the church 
body, is the interaction between the men,” dave says. 
“So much of what all of us have done was in secret and 
alone. one of the things we do to counter that is to 
encourage fellowship and community among the men. 
In that environment, the men can talk about the kinds of 
things that they would, in other circumstances, never want 
anybody else to hear. coMPaSS offers the kind of environ-
ment that encourages openness and transparency.”

Bill Brown, Support Ministries Pastor, underlines the  
value of a group like coMPaSS. 

“A lot of men think they can overcome this struggle 
on their own. either they say, ‘I’m in control. This is no 
big deal,’ and minimize it,  or they’re very determined 
and say to themselves, ‘Okay. That will be the last 
time I mess up. I can beat this.’ And they’ll gut it out 
for a month, but invariably they’ll mess up again. 

“The value of any recovery group,” Bill adds, “whether it’s  
coMPaSS or celebrate recovery or another group, is  
recognizing that when we are weak—and admit it—we  
are infused with God’s power. he doesn’t infuse us with  
power when we’re saying ‘I can do this.’ It’s when we admit  
our weakness and need for help that God can begin his work 
in our lives.” 

Making a Difference

coMPaSS also offers the fellowship and spiritual resources  
men need, including teaching concepts new to a lot of the men. 

“They’ve never heard the idea that a man can actually live with- 
out sex,” dave said, “or that a man can actually live a fulfilling 
life without giving in to all the stimulation around him. and 
when they see other men who have actually been sober for six 
months, a year, or five years, they realize that it can be done. 

“another key factor” dave adds, “is accountability. coMPaSS  
encourages openness, honesty, and transparency. So if  
they have a major relapse during the week, they know that  
one of the tough things they’ve got to do is come back and  
tell the group the truth. 

“We see results in men’s lives,” Dave adds. “In some I see  
just the improvement in the recovery aspects. They have  
the sobriety. I’ve also seen many of them grow spiritually.  
Although I praise god for the two men who came to Christ  
as a result of the ministry, more often I see men being  
called back to god.”

Mark adds, “I look at our culture and our churches and see men 
who are spiritually sidelined—in large part because they’re 
living this double life. without a place to be open and honest, 
those guys fall prey to Satan’s lie that they are the only ones 
dealing with this thing, and they feel isolated and defeated.

“I think coMPaSS has a huge role in helping guys recognize 
Satan’s lie,” Mark said. “and it also can help them get on a 
proven path toward recovery—recovery in terms of their  
lives, their thoughts, their marriages, and most important,  
their spiritual lives, regaining intimacy with God, and if they  
are married, getting on a path of real intimacy. The world  
offers a false sense of intimacy. christ is the only one who’s  
offering real intimacy. ” 

“In coMPaSS,” dave says, “we have a group of guys who 
are committed to christ and who gather weekly. They 
encourage each other, pray for each other, and hold each 
other accountable. They are ruthlessly honest and transpar-
ent—frighteningly so sometimes. In that same group we’re 
studying God’s word together and praying together. In my 
sixty-one years of church,  I have never been in another group 
as close to what church is supposed to be as coMPaSS.”  n

uCOMPASS
When: 
Thursday nights, 7:00–9:00 pm

WheRe: 
Lower Level, wheaton Bible church

FOR MORe InFORMATIOn:  
contact dave allen, compasswbc@gmail.com
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The sleepy gray sky did not reflect the hectic pace of the Moore household  
as they got ready for church. Seven-year-old aiden was looking for socks;  
five-year-old carson needed his face washed; three-year-old elyse was carefully  
selecting her own outfit—sandals and sundress—despite the october chill;  
one-year-old Sophia sat happily watching the commotion from her  
booster seat. 

Mom rachael moved everyone along, happy to feel good now that she was  
in the second trimester of her pregnancy—anticipating the arrival of their 
 fifth child. dad Shane was in the “ready” position, responding to needs  
as they were served up. 

rachael and Shane were looking forward to attending church in their new  
community. They had been to wheaton Bible church six times now and  
triumphed in knowing where all the children’s Sunday school classes were  
located. They looked forward to the church being a place of friendship and  
spiritual guidance for years to come.

By God’s providence, in that very same area, Barb westrate, a wheaton Bible 
church staff member, was interviewing Iglesia del Pueblo attender Norma 
Sida. Barb was the volunteer coordinator for Puente del Pueblo—wBc’s 
outreach ministry to the Timber Lake apartment complex—and Norma was 
hoping to become an eSL (english as a Second Language) tutor at Puente. 

The ladies quickly came to rachael’s aid, along with a man who had seen  
what was happening and helped them get Shane to the floor.

Paramedics arrived ten minutes later and continued Shane’s care. he was 
rushed to the hospital, where the staff confirmed that the outcome for  
thirty-two-year-old Shane would not have been the same without the care  
he received in those first, critical moments. 

This lovely family of six, soon to be seven, had what many would say was  
a very narrow escape from what would have been a tragic future—life  
without their father and husband.

The following January, as rachael lay in the hospital bed cradling baby  
Josephine in her arms, she looked into Shane’s blue eyes and smiled.  
Then she whispered a prayer of thanks to God for life—both the life of  
her husband and the life of her new little one.  n

as God would have it, Norma is a cMa (certified Medical assistant) to a cardiologist. She immediately  
began cPr while a staff member retrieved an automated external defibrillator (aed). 

Norma knew just how to use that device, opening the kit, putting on the rubber gloves, and removing the  
razor from the red zippered supply pouch. She quickly shaved Shane’s chest and applied the electrode  

pads. The aed machine assessed Shane’s heart rate and instructed Norma to deliver the life-saving shock. 

after settling the children into their classes, Shane and rachael found seats in the balcony, anticipating 
a full-hour reprieve from the joyful weight of parenthood—but that wasn’t to be. about forty minutes 

into the worship service, Shane told his wife he felt ill and needed to step out to get some air. 

rachael followed him out the door onto the mezzanine. he told her he was getting  
tunnel vision. She encouraged him to keep walking to a seating area nearby. 

he made it to the chairs, but shortly after he sat down, Shane lost consciousness.  
he was not breathing or responding. he was limp. 

rachael looked helplessly at two women nearby.

By Marie Allison

EscapE
A Narrow 
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ABOuT The AuThOR: Marie allison, director of connect Ministry at wheaton Bible church, supports hundreds of  
wBc volunteers who create a welcome, well-organized, and safe environment for fellowship, worship, and outreach.  
She and her husband, Lon, have been at the church for seven years. 

Rachael Moore’s Story

n

“My dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing 
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work 
of the Lord, because you know that your labor in 
the Lord is not in vain.” —1 Corinthians 15:58

Norma Sida’s Story

Norma continues to grow in her walk 
with God, spending time in His Word 
every day. This fall, she will begin serving 
as an ESL tutor at Puente del Pueblo. 

 n
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The Moore family: elyse (4), Shane, Sophia (2), rachael, holding 
baby Josephine (6 months), aiden (8), and carson (6) in front.

Norma Sida
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In early 2012, wil Franco joined the staff of our church as 
after-school Youth coordinator for Puente del Pueblo 
and Youth Pastor of Iglesia del Pueblo. with a heart for 
the hispanic community and a passion to reach teens 
with the Gospel of Jesus christ, wil is heading into a new 
ministry season this fall, leading Puente del Futuro—the 
after-school program for junior high students at the 
Timber Lake apartments, as well as Iglesia’s cross Training 
student ministry. we had the opportunity to get to know 
wil better in a recent interview, and we share key portions 
of that conversation here.

Wil, help us get to know you. Tell us about your family  
and your early years. 
I was born in chicago, and we moved out to Bartlett when 
I was in about third grade. My mom was born in San Juan, 
Puerto rico; my dad is from havana, cuba, and I have one 
brother. Both my parents came here as young adults. If you’ve 
heard stories about families who came here on rafts, that was 
my dad—out on the ocean overnight, risking his life, really, 
to get here. My parents met at a night class where they were 
learning english and were married about a year and a half later.

Were they believers?
My mom grew up catholic. My dad grew up with a Santeria 
background, which is sort of a mixture of catholicism and  
african voodoo. I grew up attending catholic school,  
but anytime things went bad, my parents turned to my  
dad’s religion.

I was born with Microtia (I was missing an ear) and had many  
reconstructive surgeries—something like thirteen—when  
I was young, so it would appear I had two ears and could  
wear glasses. 

anytime I was going to the hospital, my grandmother would 
sacrifice animals to get the spirits on my side. She would rub 
a dove on me where I was about to have surgery and then 
let the dove fly out the window—as if it would take away my 
illness. Then she’d sacrifice a live chicken, so that it would 
die and not me. I also had to be bathed in a certain way. 

Now I can see that it was demonic worship. But my parents 
didn’t know any better. They just wanted me to be okay. 

It wasn’t until I was 18 that I came to know the Lord.

Tell us about that.
My mom has worked at the same company, owned by 
christians, since I was four or five. co-workers there 
had Bible studies during the lunch hour, and my mom, 
thinking they were catholic Bible studies, joined one. 

whenever the guy teaching the class taught anything 
that wasn’t catholic, my mom argued with him—but 
she kept going. and when the teacher began to see God 
working in Mom’s heart, he invited her to church. 

For a few months our whole family went to a Bible church, 
and we liked it. But it bothered my dad when someone 
called to see why we weren’t there if we missed a 
Sunday. he decided we weren’t going back. 

Four years later, my brother, my mother, and I did go back, 
and during that time my mother came to know the Lord.

I wasn’t really very interested in church—but there was 
this beautiful girl in the choir. when I found out she 
was in the youth group, I starting going to that, too. 

I went on their winter retreat, thinking maybe I could 
get that girl’s phone number. But on the first night—in 
the middle of the sermon—I felt this horrible conviction 
for all the stuff I’d done, stuff I had never thought twice 
about. I forgot about the girl—all I could think about 
was how sinful I was and how I had offended God. 

It was so bad that I almost got out of my chair and said 
something during the sermon. I felt it like an itch—like it 
was something I needed to take care of right away. as soon 
as the talk ended, I approached my youth pastor, and he 
explained that I was experiencing conviction of sin. Then he 
told me why Jesus came and what he had done for me. 

That day I accepted Jesus. I’d always known who Jesus 
was, but he seemed like a Santa claus figure to me. That 
night I fell in love with him. I just couldn’t believe that 
Jesus had died for me. 

Meet  
Wil Franco
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How did that change things for you? 
after that weekend I came back to 
high school, where popularity and 
the opposite sex had been my idols. 
But after Jesus became my Lord and 
Savior, everything—from my language 
to my behavior—radically changed. 
I lost a lot of friends. But God used 
that so I would have my fellowship 
with the youth group, and that 
sped up my spiritual growth.

of course, I struggled, but I 
knew my life would never be  
the same. 

And the girl? 
her name was Lylli. She had been  
interested in me since I first showed  
up, but she knew I wasn’t a believer.  
when I asked her out a few months 
later, she said yes. 

So you graduated high school.
Yes, and by that time I had already been 
accepted to Northern Illinois University 
in deKalb to study accounting. and so 
I went to NIU for two years, and I got 
involved in campus crusade for christ. 
and the moment I started teaching the 
Bible and started shepherding people 
and doing all the things that pastoral 
ministry involves, I knew I was never 
going to be an accountant or anything 
close to that. But I was scared to bring it 
up to my parents. They were both believ-
ers, by that time, but they were pretty 
new believers, and I was scared that they 
weren’t going to accept the idea that I 
wanted to go into ministry—that they 
would say, ‘No. You need a real job.’ 

But the moment I told my mom, she 
said, “well, let’s figure out what we 
can do.” She and I were at Moody Bible 
Institute the next day! They had already 
finished accepting applications. But we 
met with an admissions counselor. he 
told us my chances were slim, but we 
prayed, and about a month later Moody 
called and said I had been accepted. 
I was at Moody the next semester.  

Lylli also studied at Moody. we graduat-
ed in 2009 and got married shortly after.

So what was next? 
during my time at Moody, I served as  
youth pastor at the church where I  
became a believer, but I wanted to  
go on to seminary. So we went to  
Louisville, Kentucky, and I took classes  
at Southern Baptist Theological  
Seminary for two years. 

When did you first hear about Iglesia 
del Pueblo/Wheaton Bible Church?
My wife and I were driving down North 
avenue, and I saw this church and said 
something like, “Man, this would be a 
great place to work.” But I was already 
one of two candidates for a youth 
pastor position at another church in 
this area and was also talking seriously 
with a church in houston, Texas. 

I knew about an opening for a youth 
pastor on the english side and had 
applied for that position. But when 
Kris annen, who coordinates human 
resources for the church, read my 
résumé and saw how passionate I was 
about hispanic ministry, she called 
Local Impact Pastor chris Mcelwee. 

chris called me even before the position 
was posted and started the conversation 
that eventually led to my hiring. The tim-
ing—before either of the other churches 
had called me—confirmed that this was  
exactly where we needed to be. 

So it’s early 2012, and you have a new 
two-part assignment: three-quarters 
of your time as After-school Youth 
Coordinator for Puente del Pueblo and 
one-quarter as Youth Pastor of Iglesia  
del Pueblo. Tell us about your role at 
Iglesia and why that ministry is  
called Cross Training. 
Cross Training is Iglesia’s student ministry. 
our goal is to help our students see the 
Gospel not just as something that “gets 
you in the door” as a believer but as 
something you continue to grow in.  
I think a lot of times we treat the Gospel 
as if christianity is a school building and 
the Gospel is kindergarten—and once  
you learn the basics, you go on to  
bigger stuff. 

I want our youth to see that the 
Gospel is not just kindergarten;  
it’s the whole building. You  
never move past the Gospel 
because Jesus’ death on the  
cross and what he accomplished  
for us should impact us on a 
daily basis. 

So if I ever feel my pride is being 
attacked, I need to realize, my acceptance 
doesn’t come from what these people 
think; it comes from what Jesus did for 
me. So I’m preaching the Gospel to 
myself on a daily basis. My acceptance 
is not determined by what I own or 
who likes me or how great my sermon 
was. I find my acceptance, security, 
significance—everything I am—in him 
and what he has already accomplished. 

I wanted our name to reflect that, and I 
wanted our students to realize that and 
train themselves and make the cross 
and Jesus’ work the center of everything 
they do. Not something they move past 
but something they grow to understand 
and experience in a deeper way. 

Structurally, what does Iglesia’s 
youth ministry look like? 
when I got here, I wanted to make this 
youth group like my old youth groups, 
meeting once, twice, or even three 
times a week. But at first I failed to 
realize that Iglesia del Pueblo is unique 
in terms of what we offer and in the 
quality of leadership and teaching, so 
a lot of people come from far away. 

That means that only two or three of  
my young people live within ten minutes  
of the church. Some live forty minutes  
away, and some live an hour away—in  
places like Bolingbrook, chicago, and  
Melrose Park—so meeting midweek  
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is almost impossible; their parents get home from work  
at five or six o’clock, and driving an hour or more here  
is just too difficult. 

Fridays are a little better, and we can go a little later. So  
the first and third weeks we meet on Friday, and the second 
and fourth weeks we meet on Sunday morning. Those weeks, 
the students worship with their families, and then I teach  
them during the sermon time, usually from the same passage  
that hanibal or Sergio is preaching from upstairs. So they’re  
hearing the passage applied specifically to them.

In addition to serving as youth pastor in Iglesia, you also  
have a key role at Puente del Pueblo—our ministry  
at the Timber Lake Apartments. 
Yes, I’m the middle school and high school coordinator.  
right now, that’s mainly our after-school program, Puente  
del Futuro. It picks up where Puente del Nino—the after- 
school program for elementary kids—ends, providing  
the same kind of program for the older kids.

What does that look like? 
The students come in from school about 3:00 and take out 
their assignments for that day. we sit down with them and 
help them with schoolwork. after that, the kids spend thirty 
minutes reading—that’s been really good for them. we 
also include a recreational component—games and other 
activities. one day someone plays chess with them—and 
I can’t believe how much they look forward to that! and 
hip-hop dance instruction, which grew out of our Fine 
arts camp this summer, has been really fun for them. 

we also take time to talk about any life issues the students  
might be having. our goal is not only to develop them as 
students but also to develop them as people—including  
the spiritual dimension of their lives. 

It was really amazing to see that in our first semester—when 
we were just expecting five to ten kids—that by the last 
day we had fourteen students enrolled in the program.  

and by the end of the program this spring four of the 
fourteen had come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior!

wil coaches as a student at Puente del Futuro reads aloud

Wow! What are you expecting as school begins this fall? 
If we get a really strong team of volunteers, we hope to have  
as many as twenty-five kids, depending on middle-school  
teacher referrals and on how many volunteers sign on to  
work with the program.

As we wrap up, we’ve heard a story about how God’s  
been out ahead of your coming here.
You’re talking about when my parents were sitting with 
another couple at a wedding reception. It was during the time 
I was feeling God calling me to Moody and to be a pastor. My 
mom was telling this lady about me. My mom didn’t remember 
the lady’s name, but she remembered that she was romanian 
and spoke with an accent. The woman said, “well, I promise 
that I’m going to pray for your son every day from here on out.” 

My mom was shocked that someone she had just met would 
make such a big commitment, but the lady said, “don’t 
worry about it. what’s his name? I’m going to pray for him.” 

I don’t know if my mom even mentioned that story to me  
at the time, but when I came here and started working at  
Puente del Pueblo, we found out that the couple my parents  
were sitting with that day were Glenn and cornelia Mueller,  
the owners of the Timber Lake apartments. cornelia Mueller  
has been praying for me for the last five years—and God  
in his sovereignty arranged for me to work at that very  
apartment complex!

What a great story! Thank you, Wil.  n

Could God usE You on 
Wil’s tEam tHis Fall? tHE assiGnmEnt tHE oPPortunitY

Puente del Futuro depends 
on volunteers who will 
commit to one afternoon  
a week, 3:00 to 6:00 pm!

Want to learn more? contact 
Puente volunteer coordinator 
rachelle wistrand, rwistrand@
wheatonbible.org, 630.876.6684

•	 help with homework—offer  
encouragement and accountability. 

•	 Get to know these junior high 
students personally.

•	 work with them on academic skills  
where they struggle. 

•	 Silent reading with one or two students 
and listen to them read aloud. 

•	 Share an activity you enjoy. Are you 
passionate about a board game? 
soccer? video editing? something else?

“The kids know you’re different,” wil says. 
“all they have to do is look at you to know 
you’re different. But as long as you love 
them and you’re there for them—it doesn’t 
matter if you’re the best teacher in the 
world. What really counts is that you care 
about them—that you show up. If you’re 
there and show your concern for them—I 
don’t care who you are or what your 
background is—kids will be drawn to you, 
and you can be an influence their lives.”



Mondays
6:30–8:30 pm
Oct. 8– Dec. 3

FPU Kit is required.
For more information or to register,

visit www.wheatonbible.org/FPU or
contact Bill Brown, 630.876.6686,

bbrown@wheatonbible.org.

O�ering care and community through groups for those strug-
gling with the issues surrounding divorce, grief, addictions, 
codependency, sexual sin, sexual abuse, abortion, and more.

 Learn more at wheatonbible.org/SupportGroups.

Seeing people
at DivorceCare
who were further along 
in the process gave me hope
that I could make it through this.

My dad died. 
He had cancer.
But I’m not afraid
to talk about it anymore.

work in progress,
I am a 

but as a follower of Christ,
I no longer walk in past regret,
shame, guilt, or comdemnation.
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A full summer of camps for the kids of the Timber Lake Apartments!
Each summer, Puente depends on volunteer groups from Wheaton  

Bible Church and Iglesia del Pueblo to run week-long summer  
camps.  If you participated this year, THANK YOU!

Summer Vacation Puente del Pueblo Summer camPS!
2012

back to 
School camP

 who thought math could 
be so much fun?reviewing the basics!

Follow the leader!  
Who’s ready for some games?

arts and crafts under the 
trees during club Puente, 

led by wBc students.

baSeball, Soccer & Water Play camP

club Puente

eager young athletes warming 
up for a day of Baseball camp! eleazar, Michael, Nicolas, and 

others practice basic soccer skills.

asal listens carefully during 
morning devotions.
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17 clubs. Six communities.
1,200-plus kids impacted by the Gospel—right in their own neighborhoods!

2012
Summer Vacation neighborhood bible clubS!

Laughter. enthusiastic 
singing. and yes, 

LoTS of crazy hair!

Sandy Jolly teaches the object  
lesson, “Just can’t Keep It Inside!” 

on your mark, 
get set, drINK!

did we say, “crazy hair”?

NBc coordinator Beth 
Gottlieb teaches at a club at 

the Prestons’ house in winfield.

“A young man in our neighborhood came over about a month before clubs asking if we were 
going to do that ‘awesome Bible thing again!’ I love that he is thrilled to come to clubs!”

“We were praying for a club of about sixty and God 

doubled that to teach me that it was out of my control 

and He had much bigger plans than we did!” —Kim Kowalski

crazy hair day

gameS

learn

Fall 2012  |  LIFE at Wheaton Bible Church

This Alka-Seltzer explosion illus-

trates how the Good News that 

Jesus died for us and rose again 

should explode out of us. We 

just can’t keep the news inside!
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Two trips this year! 
Downtown Chicago and Dayton, Ohio—awesome times of reaching 
communities with home restoration and community outreach events.  

“Who would have thought seventh  
and eighth graders could hang  
drywall—and it would look good! 
I have never seen kids work so hard and not com-
plain  once,” says Junior high Pastor Scott Murray. 
Pictured: Nathan Sahly and other team members

Summer Vacation StuDent Go teamS2012
Junior HiGH

“These students put down sub-flooring, laid 
tile, painted walls, and reached out to an 
ethiopian refuge family with the love of Jesus 
christ!” reports Junior high Pastor Scott Murray. 

“The harder, they worked the 
happier they seemed!” 

Students took prayer walks, praying for neighborhoods 

and meeting people who shared their prayer needs—and 

introduced them to others who needed prayer! 

“It was amazing,” Scott says, “to see the 

students get so pumped from this.”

Dayton, oHio

cHicaGo, illinoiS
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Summer Vacation StuDent Go teamS2012
HiGH ScHool

along with work projects and 
outreach activities in the park, the 
dearborn team—including the 
young women pictured here—had 
two opportunities to visit mosques.

Dearborn, micHiGan

cHicaGo, illinoiS

atHenS, Greece

ontario, canaDa clarkSton, tenneSSee

erik alexander engages 
in “bus evangelism.”

Kristen Klinger and Kristen Macdonald paused during a prayer walk in  
Monastiraki Square (the Parthenon is in the background). we prayed over  

this area daily and engaged in conversations with immigrants we met there.  

Greg Bradford, Stephen cipriano, and david 

Michel visiting nursing home residents 

and asking how they can pray for them.

amber Gilliland and ryan Mathis playing with kids as part of the team’s “hot dog” evangelism.

In order to protect the privacy of our missionaries 
the online version of Life at Wheaton Bible Church 
does not include the details of this article.

amanda Scott 

makes a friend 

during a kids 

camp for Native 

american children.

Lauren Mascari, Jenna 
Pape, Ben cataldo take 
a break from work on a 
housing project for our 
ministry partner, Global 
Frontier Missions. The 
clarkston team also 
helped with a Bible camp 
for refugee children.
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“The impact of a foreigner coming in to serve in a 
small village may seem negligible,” said WBC Mis-
sionary Karen Kurth, “but 500 pairs of eyes observe 
your every move—and your witness for Christ 
through your service is talked about for years!”

a summer camp for rural Gypsy children taught 
beginning english,  introduced them to softball, 

and showed them the love of christ! 

ROMAnIA

Nine teams. 69 ambassadors for Christ. 
Growing in discipleship as they share and serve.

summEr Vacation ADulT gO TeAMS2012

GO Team leader Dan Bostrom reports on the massive Bible 
distribution across Greece: “Mission accomplished. Great trip.  
Stretching times. Great fellowship. Awesome God sightings!  
Thanks for your prayers.”

Kayla dutton and a Greek 

woman who gladly received 

the New Testament.

wBc team members and volunteers. 

Starting the day in prayer 
under the “Big Top.”

Jill Feniglio and others welcomed into a Greek home.
“We placed a bag on the gate of a lady working  in her garden. She came over to see what we were doing and when we explained, she hugged the Bible to her chest with both arms and said, ‘God bless you!’” —Jill Feniglio  

gReeCe

From Nancy Swider, leader of the Moldova team that led a Bible program  
for village children: “Within the first hour among the children—I sprained  
my ankle. After praying, I assessed that l’d be on kitchen duty. I peeled a 
mountain of potatoes, cut endless cucumbers and cabbage, buttered lots  
and lots of bread, set and cleared tables—learning later that the local  
team was short a person in the kitchen this year. God had chosen me  
to fill the gap!”

MOlDOvA

Nancy Swider  
helping in the kitchen
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German teens who attended english camp, along with  
members of the Germany Go Team. 

“Visiting Germany was exciting,” said team member 
Don Tomes, “but developing relationships and seeing 
the Lord’s presence in the lives of the campers—that’s 
seeing the living God moving in people’s lives!”

a potluck supper brought together the families of our Go  

Team and the whitefish river community. That evening,  

a native woman and Go Team members shared their  

faith stories. 

“One of the highlights of 

this trip was seeing Lisa, 

one of my campers, using 

the English she learned as 

she sang with tears in her 

eyes during the worship 

time. The entire trip was 

worth it to see the impact 

God had on her life!” 

–Rhesa Salstrom
rhesa and girls from 

her small group.

CAnADA

geRMAny

combining the efforts of a student and adult/family Go Team, this group grew relationships with the men, women, students, and children who live on the whitefish river First Nation reserve. 

COulD yOu gO?
Is God tugging on your heart to be more intentional about serving in some part  
of the world?  Could you join a GO Team next year?
Go Teams are one-to two-week trips that connect people 
like you with wBc missionaries and ministry partners around 
the world. The experience enriches perspective, challenges 
us to grow, and enables us to contribute in significant ways. 

Stretch yourself and gain insights about God from our 
christian brothers and sisters from various nations.

u Watch for 2013 gO Team information coming this Fall!

QuesTIOns nOW? contact Susan wegner on the 
Global outreach Team, swegner@wheatonbible.org.
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DUST. DryNESS. DESpaIr. 
The Turkana region (northwest Kenya, 
bordering South Sudan), desolate under the 
best of circumstances, had become nearly 
uninhabitable as the result of a decade-long  
series of droughts—2011 being the worst in 
more than 60 years. The absence of rainfall  
led to crop failure, widespread loss of live-
stock, and severe malnutrition. Tens of  
thousands of Turkana were on the brink  
of starvation by mid-2011.

Learning of that desperate need, our church stepped in to 
provide emergency food aid in partnership with others. 
Parklands Baptist church—a large, missions-focused church 
in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi—had sent teams into Turkana over 
recent years to share the hope of the Gospel. as the crisis 
deepened, they were among the first outsiders to recognize 
the extreme need and respond, harnessing the resources of 
world relief to intervene in the desperate circumstances there. 

Near that same time, wBc’s heart for aIdS leadership team 
was considering how God might want to expand our holistic 
ministry in Kenya beyond Nakuru. once we learned of the 
devastation in Turkana, we decided that our Fall 2011 Missions 
Fest giving project should engage the crisis there. 

But providing emergency food aid alone would not address 
deeper-rooted issues. what could reduce Turkana’s vulner-
ability to future droughts? what about the threats of hIv/
aIdS and tribal conflict? we were also confronted with the 
reality that only about 2 percent of the people in Turkana are 
followers of Jesus. how might God use our church, in partner-
ship with others, to further his Kingdom in this rugged region? 

HISTory 
God had long ago called us to ministry in Kenya. Those familiar  
with our Global outreach involvements know that in 2004, 
wheaton Bible church embarked on a daunting initiative to  
reach out to the most vulnerable in african communities.  
heart for aIdS—wBc’s first global initiative—was launched  
to address the Goliath of hIv/aIdS in Kenya.

with the encouragement of wBc members dr. James and 
cindy Judge, wBc missionaries Scott and Barb harbert 
partnered with courageous Kenyan believers like Josephine 
Kiarii to bring hope to aIdS victims, their families, and their 
community through training, discipleship, and holistic 
development. over the years, the ravages of aIdS have been 
reduced, and hundreds of lives have been transformed by  
the grace of christ through this ongoing cooperative effort 
in Nakuru, Kenya. we are continuing to deepen our partner- 
ships in Nakuru, believing the greatest impact is still ahead  
as those mentored, in turn teach others to choose life and  
to follow Jesus. 

ExpLoraTIoN
In February 2012, at the invitation of world relief and 
Parklands Baptist, our church sent a team to Turkana in 
northwest Kenya to explore how we might work together 
to empower the Turkana people, transitioning relief (urgent 
food aid) into development (long-term solutions to deal with 
their survival needs) and belief (spiritual transformation).

we asked, “Lord, do You have a role for us in interweaving  
holistic development and authentic discipleship in this  
austere environment among one of africa’s least-reached  
people groups?”

Life has changed little for the Turkana over the centuries;  
they exist in this harsh climate much as their ancestors  
did: shepherding their herds (cattle, goats, camels, and  
donkeys), gathering food, living in small huts constructed  
of dry stalks. The severity of recent droughts, however, has  
caused the Turkana to become dependent on the outside  
world for their very survival.

By Bill Oberlin, Global Outreach Pastor
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Upon our team’s visit in February, the drought conditions  
were obvious from the moment the group disembarked  
at the Lodwar, Turkana, airstrip. 

after hours of travel north by Jeep over rugged dusty paths,  
our group stopped at a site marked along the dirt track we  
were following. across the scorched plain, silhouettes  
appeared on the horizon. a few men and boys were walking  
toward us.

This area, near the remote community of Lokitaung, had been 
an epicenter of the famine. Some had died before emergency 
aid reached them, and many more would have fallen victim 
but for a local Turkana pastor named Peter, who had alerted 
world relief and Parklands Baptist to the severity of the need. 

we continued on to other sites near Lokitaung. as members 
of the community saw us, they approached—tall, thin men, 
each carrying a staff and a small wooden stool—useful and 
meaningful cultural items used as they walk, work, and rest. 
The women, equally tall and physically strong, were adorned 
with brightly colored beads of red, yellow, blue, and green, 
many wearing strands stacked more than six inches tall, giving 
the illusion that the necklaces elongated the women’s necks.

with the assistance of translators, our team listened to these  
men and women describe how the drought had affected  
their families and how they long to develop their land into  
a place where they can grow food for themselves. Turkana  
pastors accompanied us from site to site, bridging us with  
the communities, offering encouragement to the people,  
and fostering prayer.

Lokitaung is home to five project sites where world relief  
Kenya has purposed to dig wells, share christ, launch  
agricultural and community health programs, and establish  
new churches in partnership with local pastors and with the  
empowering of Parklands Baptist and wheaton Bible church.  
an ambitious undertaking!

a rETUrN VISIT
Four months after our first visit, a wBc team returned to 
Turkana in June. an agreement was being formalized for a 
joint endeavor of world relief Kenya, Parklands Baptist church, 
and wheaton Bible church, and our team was there to gain 
further understanding and to gather images and information  
that would enable us to communicate this expansion of 
our initiative in Kenya to the congregation of wBc. 

In spite of reports that plots of land at the five project sites  
had started becoming “green,” our team could see no dramatic 
change in the drought situation as we flew from Nairobi to 

Lodwar. The green and lush foliage 
of central Kenya once again faded 
to dusty tan as the flight headed 
northwest into the Turkana region. 

clearly the drought continued, 
and our team’s caravan traversed 
a dry and desolate region—as on 
the first visit. one team member 
reported, “as we drove the six 
hours from the airstrip to the 
project sites, we wondered how 
the Skype and email reports about 
the ‘greening’ of Turkana could 
be true.” we prepared ourselves 
to be enthusiastic about spindly 
seedlings, struggling to survive. 

a TraNSFormaTIoN 
approaching the first site we’d visited just four months earlier,  
those of us who had been on the earlier trip were dumbstruck.  
The color palette had transitioned from tans to greens. No  
dusty silhouettes on the horizon, but a beehive of human  
activity. The stark plain had been transformed into a mosaic  
of cultivated plots! and in the center of it all, a tall solar panel  
that ran a pump for the new well. 

In the four months since our first visit, world relief’s develop- 
ment and agricultural experts had been conducting trainings  
and investing resources (from wBc, Parklands Baptist, and  
others) to bring hope to this community. a deep well, outfitted  
with solar-powered pumps (Turkana gets lots of sun) and two  
massive black water-storage tanks, now provides water for  
household use, irrigation, and animals. 

“I strongly believe that each one 
of us can do something, but to-
gether we can do greater things.”

—Jean Paul Ndagijimana,  
Country Director, World Relief

Watch thE 
VidEo!
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Barren land at the project site had been cleared of dead brush 
and stones. Soil had been shaped into trenches to catch any  
rain and maximize the impact of irrigation. The farming area 
was divided into small plots—each managed by local families 
whom the local pastors had mobilized to participate. 

The change in this community—in four short months—has 
been dramatic. Since wheaton Bible church first learned of 
the need in Turkana, the severe malnutrition rate of young chil-
dren there (as measured by local health officials) has dropped 
from nearly 40 percent to 12 percent. and if the thriving green 
fields didn’t tell the story dramatically enough, an encounter 
with one elderly Turkana man crystallized the experience. 

Grabbing the arm of Global outreach Pastor James Misner,  
he gestured for James to follow him deeper into the farming  
plots. Bringing along a translator so he could talk to the man, 
James followed the man’s laborious, seemingly painful  
steps. They walked almost twenty minutes past plot after  
plot, learning along the way that the man was a leader  
in the community. he was also a polygamist with four  
wives. others from the community joined them, forming  
a small band as they continued. 

reaching the low-lying plot, James could not believe his eyes.  
The man’s entire garden was covered with vines that spiraled  
across the ground. Looking carefully, James saw that every  
few feet there was a round object protruding above the 
vines. he thought to himself, They look like watermelons! 

But how could there be enough moisture in the soil 
to produce a fruit with “water” in its name? 

In fact, the vines were full of watermelons—dozens of them!  
and as the old man walked through the field, he thumped  
each one with his staff, until he found one that sounded just 
right. he picked it and presented it to James for the team,  
as a token of his appreciation for the work our church and  
our partners are doing. enjoying that watermelon as we took  
a break for lunch, we all agreed that it might have been  
the sweetest we’d ever tasted! 

This elderly man is not yet a professing christ follower, but he  
is working closely with one of the local Turkana pastors who  
is focused on sharing the message of christ and planting  
a small fellowship of believers that gathers under a tree  
in that community. 

HEaDINg HomE
on the flight back to Nairobi, team members reflected on  
how transformation has begun in a handful of communities  
in Turkana—and how hundreds of others still need interven-
tion like what we had just seen. discussions began about 
other needs of the community that have only begun to be 
addressed. hIv/aIdS, maternal and child health, tribal conflict, 
and others lurk in the background. and while a few church 
plants have begun to be formed, the need remains so great.

even so, doubt turned to faith as we 
remembered what we had seen: evidence  
of what God could do in four short months. 

where we had witnessed a vast and overwhelmingly dry and 
dusty barrenness, little plots of green and thriving vegetation 
have begun to appear. and they are spreading—as fast as 
watermelon vines—and bringing hope to the landscape. 

as the church, we are called to be a light in the darkness, to 
do away with the yoke of oppression, to spend ourselves on 
behalf of the hungry, to satisfy the needs of the oppressed.  
we have felt the call to help the people of Turkana, Kenya,  
redeem their land, restore their relationships, and build their  
church. we are responding to that call. n

“Lokitaung will be a haven for many, 
where people will come from all parts of 
Turkana county and beyond to be fed from 
the produce of the land, like in the days of 
Joseph in egypt.” 
—Simon Mwangi, Associate Pastor,  
Parklands Baptist Church

a juicy, sweet token of appreciation is presented to our team! 

“The vines were full of watermelons—
dozens of them!”
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From Brian and Margery Van Zante, serving with the  
navigators in Japan 

B.e.S.T. club students 
gather at vanZantes’ 
home for noodles 
and Bible study.

This year, God has 
brought many new  
university students 
to our B.e.S.T. (Bible,  
english, Sports,  
and Travel) club.  

on Tuesday nights, we cook dinner together—one evening 
forty-six students showed up for BBQ noodles! we have started  
reading the parables of Jesus with them. 

“This guy isn’t praying—he’s bragging,” remarked Yu-kin,  
a freshman economics major with bleached blond hair and  
oversized glasses. Jesus’ parable about the Pharisee and the  
tax collector (see Luke 18) was getting interesting! eyes  
opened wide among the twenty Japanese students packed  
into our living room, many of them reading a Bible for the  
first time in their lives. 

considered one of the least–reached people groups in the  
world, most Japanese are starting at “zero” in terms of biblical  
background. It takes a long time to build foundations of truth!  
Thank you for standing with us to see the Gospel advanced  
in Japan. n

From Cesar and grace Cubas, serving with south  
America Mission in peru 

Pictured at the  
baptism: Yomi,  
cesar, andrea, Grace, 
esther, and Meri.

as an outgrowth of 
a new discipleship  
study, we celebrated 
the baptism of four  
new believers: 

esther, and her daughters, andrea and Yomi, and also a single  
mom, Meri. a number of esther’s extended family came from  
a town fifteen miles up the coast. They’ve invited us to start  
meetings in their home. Thank you, Father.  n

From Randy and nancy Capp, serving in egypt with  
the united Bible societies 

For the first time in egypt’s 5,000-year history, egyptians have  
chosen their president. we know that the formation of a  
democracy is messy and takes time. egypt’s crash course in  
democracy has been particularly chaotic. Please pray with  
us for stability, for leaders who will truly serve the people,  
and that christians will joyfully stand firm in their faith  
regardless of the outcome.

From Brad and susan Rhoads, who serve with Mission  
Aviation Fellowship/Learning Technologies

Mzia Comes to Christ in Central Asia 

In our last letter, we asked prayer for the Telemensahe, the  
new dial-a-devotional ministry in central asia. Because of your 
prayer and financial partnership, we can now ask you to join 
us in thanking the Father that, in His plan, Mzia* has become a 
follower of Jesus. Pray for her growth, for the team in central 
asia, and for this phone ministry to expand around the world. 

A letter from a Russian-speaking team member 
 tells the story: 

“Mzia was watching TV and saw our call line. She called  
and twice listened to the eight-minute salvation message in 
order to remember the words of the prayer. Later she called 
us directly, and after a long conversation with one of our  
team members, she became a believer! Praise the Lord! She  
wants to go on in fellowship with us, and we are going to  
help her build a foundation in Christ. By the end of this week, 
the mother of the person who spoke to Mzia on the phone  
will visit her.

“That was such an encouraging beginning of the telephone  
ministry. She even said, while talking on the phone, she’s  
observing a huge rainbow behind the window. We told  
her that a rainbow is a biblical symbol of hope, and she  
was so satisfied.”

Please continue to pray for this new ministry and the  
follow-up that’s needed for new christians to become  
fully devoted followers of christ. n

* Not her real name.

Notes and News from Our MiSSiONArieS
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u Good nEWs in bad timEs For GrEECE

all 323 volunteers from around the world!

daTeLINe: NorTherN Greece— 
These are turbulent financial times for 
the Greek people, but a group of 323 
volunteers from 22 countries around  
the world (including 14 members of a 
wheaton Bible church Go Team), have 
spent the past seven days bringing good 
news to the people of northern Greece.

Together they have distributed 126,207 
Bibles in modern Greek. In addition, 
each New Testament included an audio 
MP3 version of the Greek NT and a 
challenging personal testimony from 
a Thessalonian Greek who came to 
christ after overcoming his addiction 
to gambling. The volunteers covered 
a distance of 67,947 km and visited a 
total of 519 villages in Northern Greece. 

This may well prove to be the biggest 
evangelistic effort in Greece’s history. 
WBC missionary, Johnathan Macris, 
who is president of hellenic Ministries,

was elated at the opportunity of  
reaching so many people who would  
not ordinarily come into contact with  
the Gospel. 

“as in the parable of the sower,” he said, 
“we realize that much of the seed will 
fall on hard and unresponsive ground, 
and some will fail to take root, while 
others will be choked before it can 
make any real progress. Nevertheless, 
we are confident that the word that is 
being spread is ‘alive and powerful.’“ 
(hebrews 4:12). It is like a hammer 
that breaks the hard rock of tradition 
and indifference and draws people 
into a new spiritual dimension.”

a significant happening during 
the week was the visit of the local 
Bishop of alexandroupolis to bring a 
message of greeting and solidarity. 
he received warm applause from the 
volunteers when he declared, “the

problems of Greece are not economic 
but the absence of the holy Spirit.” 

his support was particularly meaningful 
because the Greek orthodox holy 
Synod had previously condemned 
the project and the hellenic Ministries 
organization as ‘deceitful and heretical’ 
and had warned its faithful followers 
to steer clear of their activities.

 Johnathan Macris invites us to pray for 
the Greek nation, and specifically that 
this project would be the catalyst lifting 
the gloom for thousands of Greeks. he  
added, “The message of hope and 
peace and joy found in the Gospels 
has reached into the most depressed 
communities in tiny villages and towns  
throughout Northern Greece.”

as the week wore on, public awareness 
and curiosity intensified, including 
newspaper coverage, radio and Tv 
interviews—even reaching across the 
border into Turkey, where awareness  
of the Bible distribution was significant. 

“This sort of interest and positive 
coverage of an evangelical event are 
unprecedented in Greece,” Johnathan 
said. “You can’t help but wonder if 
God is doing something unique and 
momentous. Perhaps echoing the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘I am 
about to do something new. See, I 
have already begun! do you not see 
it? I will make a pathway through the 
wilderness. I will create rivers in the 
dry wasteland’” (Isaiah 43:19, NLT).  n

u Euro 2012 soCCEr CHamPionsHiP: ovEr 30,000 nEW tEstamEnts distributEd!
WBC Missionary 
to ukraine Wally 
Kulakoff says he  
was “awestruck 
by the once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity” 
to distribute New 

Testaments and share the Gospel during 
the euro 2012 soccer championship.

This massive sporting event brought a 
flood of athletes and fans to Kiev, capital  
of Ukraine, during the month of June 

and early July, setting the stage for 
Ukrainian believers to go into the 
streets, parks, and shopping centers 
where they could sit beside people, 
share the Gospel message, and give 
interested people the word of God. 

“Many responded,” wally reports, 
with an average of 1,000 New 
Testaments being handed out each 
day and an average of 20 people 
a day coming to faith in christ.

Let’s join him in praying for the tens 
of thousands of Ukrainians and others 
from across europe who now have their 
own copy of the New Testament—that 
many will find their way to local churches  
where their faith will grow and transform  
their lives.

“God was faithful in helping us sow the 
seed,” wally said. “we saw a harvest  
of people who accepted christ as their  
Lord and Savior and took God’s word  
home with them.”  n

TWO BiBLe DiSTriBuTiON  STOrieS
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Reflections on GEnErous 
by Scott Landon, Executive Director

during our June sermon series, we were challenged to go after a lifestyle of generosity. at the end  
of the series, each of us had the opportunity to respond by writing down what we believed God  
was saying to us about generosity. as I’ve read through those response cards and reflected on my 
notes from the geneROus series, several thoughts still resonate. 

FrOM PASTOr rOB’S FirST SerMON: 
“Generosity,” rob reminded us, “is a heart thing. It’s not  
a duty. It’s what you do when you’re in love. It’s what  
you do when you are loved. and to the extent we see  
and we believe in the radical love God has shown us 
 in his Son—in the Gospel—we will be people who  
are generous.”

as I share updates on our giving and other financial matters,  
it is always my desire that you see those reports and needs 
 overshadowed by that understanding of generosity:  
our response to His radical love. 

a few weeks later we were reminded that everything we have 
is God’s. remember the hand exercises Lon allison led on 
June 17, asking us to consider what kinds of givers we are? 

closed fists: limited/casual giver or not a giver 

opening fists, but it’s a struggle: reluctant giver 

opening and closing fists several times: growing/ 
thoughtful giver 

open hands, releasing with joy: generous giver

Then, on the final week of the series, we filled out the 
cards. Two of your responses stand out to me: 

“The question is not how much of mine I 
give to God, but how much of God’s I keep.”

“God is saying to me that I need to make my giving  
an act of worship, not obligation. I need to be  
compelled by his love and his giving of everything  
to me to give back to him, instead of following a rule or 
checking a box. I need to stop feeling prideful or 
 satisfied with my current level of giving. I need to  
not let fear keep me from giving.”

as followers of christ, you and I will be generous people to 
the extent we are transformed by and live in light of what God 
has done for us in the radical generosity of christ crucified. 

It is Pastor rob’s prayer, and mine as well, that we be so blown 
away by God’s radical love for us—and the forgiveness that 
comes from the crucifixion—and that we will give out of 
hearts totally captivated by God and by what he’s done for us. 

Thank God for the truth of his word and all it can teach us  
about how to live and how to give! May we come before  
him and give joyfully as an act of worship. May we live lives  
of radical generosity! n

he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 
will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be 
made rich in every way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God. —2 Corinthians 9:10-11

What is God saying to me about generosity?  
More of your responses!

“I have forgotten my first love. . . . I will resume my tithe.”

“Learn disciplines of planning, budgeting, 
and saving in order to give more.” 

“having a willing attitude is part of the strategy.  
Need to develop a game plan that puts will and  
money in action.”

“To not be fearful but give in faith.”

“My generosity can inspire others to believe in  
God’s promises and understand christ’s sacrifice.  
I never thought about my giving as being part  
of my testimony for christ before.” 

< T H E  H E A R T  O F  A  D I S C I P L E >
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Passionate about teaching, Grant is pictured here leading the  
cornerstone adult class of young couples that meets at 8:15 on Sunday mornings.
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How long have you been a member 
of Wheaton bible Church? 
Twenty-four years. we joined the church 
shortly after we were married because 
at wBc we found people our age with 
similar beliefs, and we enjoyed the 
worship services, including the 
 Bible-based teaching. 

describe a memorable church  
experience.
when wheaton Bible church celebrated 
its seventy-fifth anniversary, we had 
a big celebration under a tent in the 
parking lot at the Main Street campus. 
That evening, God impressed upon me 
that our founders trusted and followed 
God when they started our church and 
that I now share the responsibility  
with others to continue the work 
through trusting and following God. 

How long have you been an Elder?
Just a few months. My first meeting  
was in February. 

What is the most challenging part  
of being an Elder? What is most  
rewarding? 
one challenge we face as elders is  
to rely as much on the holy Spirit to 
guide us as we rely on the gifts, experi-
ences, and talents God has entrusted 
to each of us. To lead others well, 
we need to allow God to lead us.

at the same time, watching God use 
the variety of gifts, experiences, and 
talents of my fellow elders to lead 
us to consider complex issues from 
different perspectives and to arrive 
at a better decision, gives me a great 
appreciation for the Body of christ. 

How and when did you accept Christ 
as your savior?
during sixth-grade youth group, I came 
to understand that christ loved me and 
died for my sins. I asked him to forgive 
me and committed to following him as 
best I could. But it wasn’t until my time 
with the Navigators in college that God 
really began changing my life and 
making me a different person. 

do you have a favorite portion  
of scripture? 
Isaiah 44:3–5 was a promise I claimed 
in college while praying God would 
give me spiritual “offspring.” It reads: 

I will pour water on the thirsty land, 
and streams on the dry ground;  
I will pour out my Spirit on your 
offspring, and my blessing on your 
descendants. They  will spring 
up like grass in a meadow, like 
poplar trees by flowing streams. 
One will say, “I belong to the Lord”; 
another will call himself by the 
name of Jacob; still another will 
write on his hand, “The Lord’s,” 
and will take the name Israel.

at the top of my memory card I wrote, 
“Promise of 3 men.” I prayed God would 
give me at least three men to disciple 
in college. what I did not expect is 
that twenty years later, God would 
show me his answer to that promise 
in giving me three sons to disciple 
(and a wonderful daughter as well). 
I continue to pray that God would 
“pour out his Spirit on my offspring 
and his blessing on my descendents.” 

ELDER PROFILE:  gRAnT gARneTT
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tell us about your growing-up years.
a wisconsin native, I grew up in 
the country, working on my dad’s 
“hobby” farm. we raised beef cattle 
and horses, chopped hay, built fences, 
and cleaned the barn a lot. I have two 
sisters, who are younger than me. 

when the Green Bay Packers played 
home games, we always went to church 
early so we could be home before kick-
off. In high school I had season tickets  
in the student section. My parents still 
live on part of the farm and recently  
celebrated 50 years of marriage.

describe your family. 
anne and I met through Navigators at 
Uw Madison and married after  

we finished college. we’ve been 
married 26 years. our daughter, abby, 
finished college in May and will join 
Young Life staff in the fall, reaching 
students in waco, Texas. our son 
danny will be a junior at Moody Bible 
Institute and hopes to go into full-time 
ministry. This fall david will be a senior 
at wheaton North high School, and 
Nathan will be in eighth grade at 
wheaton christian Grammar School. 

tell us a something about your life 
that offers insight about you.
as an engineer, I like formulas. Put in the 
right numbers, compute an answer, and 
make a decision. and while God created 
the physical order, I’ve learned that no 
formulas exist for the complex decisions  

in life. God designed me to think  
logically and linearly, but he constantly  
challenges me to trust him and live by  
faith—which often seems illogical or  
counterintuitive. 

if you could speak with each member  
of our congregation, what would  
you say? 
Please embrace fellowship with others 
in our body. Take a chance; trust others. 
encourage others and allow them to  
encourage you. Good relationships 
take time to develop, but they are 
well worth the investment and are 
a blessing that will last forever!  n

My Story Grant Garnett

n
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